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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 9030077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 7 

18th October 2019 
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 READ 2 DOGS 

Endeavour 99.23% 

Capella  99.21% 

Phoenix            99.21% 

Aquila  99.18% 

Aurora  98.47% 

Discovery 98.47% 

Meteor  97.32% 

Pegasus 97.23% 

Venus  97.22% 

Jupiter  96.93% 

Saturn  96.67% 

Comet  96.02% 

Titan  95.79% 

Vega  95.76% 

Apollo  95.36% 

Earth  95.06% 

Mars  94.86% 

Sun  94.78% 

Voyager 94.66% 

Sirius  94.64% 

Mercury 94.44% 

Star  94.27% 

Polaris  93.47% 

Orion  92.59% 

Sky  91.22% 

Asteroid 91.02% 

Moon  87.88% 

Neptune 84.87% 

_____________________ 

Total  95.22%  
_______________________ 

Weekly Attendance 

PSHE 

We are using a new scheme of work to teach Personal Social and Health Education (PSHE). It is 

called 3D PSHE and it covers all the statutory requirements of the recently updated 

expectations for teaching PSHE in schools.  

This scheme of work includes changes to the sex and relationships education (SRE) that we will 

teach at Air Balloon. Last year, I met with a group of parents who were concerned about some 

of these up-coming changes. We had a really positive discussion and agreed on a way forward. 

Part of that was a promise that the school would offer parents and carers the chance to explore 

the SRE materials and discuss with the school how they will be taught. I would like to reassure 

all parents that this is still very much the plan when it comes to teaching SRE at Air Balloon.  

Next term, the children will be learning the following within the school’s PSHE curriculum: 

Year 1:  at how to stay safe online and learning about how to make good friendships. 

Year 2:  friendships, belonging and how to co-operate with each other. 

Year 3:  friendships and in particular, how to resolve friendship issues. 

Year 4:  how to stay safe online and how to bounce back from disappointments. 

Year 5:  law and order, online relationships and the effects of drugs and alcohol. 

Year 6:  aspirations and exploring issues around race, gender stereotypes and different  

cultures. 
 

Online safety 

An increasing number of parents are coming to tell us that there are some inappropriate pupil 

groups on WhatsApp, Snapchat and TikTok. These groups mostly involve some of our Year 6 

pupils.   Some children are using these apps to be unkind to others including daring children to 

start fights in and out of school.  

The use of social media is very difficult for the school to manage as we cannot control how 

children use their mobile devices outside of school.  Parents have the responsibility to ensure 

that their children are staying safe online outside of school. If any parent is concerned that 

their child is a victim of cyber-bullying then they should try to capture the evidence using a 

screenshot, block the user and report.  

 

Next week in school 

Monday  

 Deadline for Disco Tickets 9:00am 

 Monday - Thursday - The Book Fair in school - 3:30pm-

4:00pm 

Thursday 

 Autumn Discos 

Friday 

 Year 6 Screening with the School Nurse Team 

School Uniform 

We have noticed that an increasing number of children are wearing clothes with designer logos 

on. Our school uniform does not include clothes with designer logos as it can encourage status 

rivalry between children. This can contribute to behaviour issues between children. These 

designer clothes are also far more expensive than school uniform clothes.  
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 FAB News 

Autumn Discos 

All money for disco tickets that have been ordered need to be handed into the school office by Monday 21st 

October at 9:00am. 

We are  looking for parent volunteers to help serve tea and coffee in the hall whilst parents are waiting for their 

children during the discos. If we are unable to find any volunteers, unfortunately this plan will not be able 

to go ahead. Please speak to Jill in the school office or email friends@abhps.com if you can help. You do not 

need to volunteer for the duration of all the discos, if you could help at just one, that would be great! 

Reminder that all year groups will be provided with biscuits and drinks as per usual, and children in years 3 

to 6 can bring pocket money to purchase chocolate, crisps and temporary tattoos. 

Dates for your Diary 

Bingo Night - 15th November 

Door will open at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start. Tickets will be on sale from Monday 21st October via ParentMail. 

This is always a great night and very popular, so make sure you get your tickets early as they will be issued on a 

first come, first served basis. Money in an envelope to the school office - Marked ‘Bingo’ and your child’s name. 

Christmas Craft Event and Pre-loved Toy Sale - 29th November 3:30pm 

We are running a Christmas Craft Event together with a pre-loved toy sale. We know that many parents like to dispose of 

unwanted toys before Christmas to make room for new ones. We would kindly ask that if you have any unwanted toys, you 

bring them to school on Monday 25th November and leave them in a box in the foyer. FAB will then sell the toys after school 

and any profits raised will be put back into our school. If we have any remaining toys after our sale, these will be donated to 

children. No cuddly toys please! We are looking for games (must be complete), plastic toys and craft sets etc. 

If your child could bring one or more toys into school, we could potentially raise a lot of money together with awareness about 

how toys can be recycled and not go to landfill. 

Christmas Fayre - 7th December 

We are looking for a professional photographer who owns a Christmas backdrop to take photographs at the Christmas Fayre. 

If you can help or can recommend someone please contact friends@abhps.com. 

School Photographs 

Please remember that the deadline for ordering photographs is Thursday 24th October, to be 

eligible for free delivery to school (select ‘Free delivery to school’ then select ‘Delivery option for 

college or school’).  

Orders received after the 24th October will be charged £4.00 postage and packing and sent to 

your home address. 

Book Fair 

The Book Fair is arriving in school on Monday, with hundreds of new children’s books to browse and buy. 

Books will be available to buy from Monday until Thursday from 3:30-4:00pm in the Dining Hall. 

Lost Property 

Kyreece in Pegasus Class has lost his orange bag with his coat inside. If found please return to the class. 

Remember, if you’ve lost something, check our Lost Property cupboard outside of the library as this is 

where all lost things will end up.  
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Parent Governor Election 

Following on from elections and a vote count I am pleased to introduce two parent governors to the school governing board. 

Jainie Embery-Patel 

'My name is Jainie Embery-Patel and I am delighted to have recently been elected as a Parent Governor.   

I’m really pleased to join the Board of Governors and be involved in supporting the school community to achieve its vision and 

values, developing standards across all areas of learning in order to support a positive experience for all children at the 

school'. 

Keela Southard  

Keela has been a valued member of FAB, and a hardworking SMSA at the school for many years. 

We would like to thank all parents who put themselves forward for the election. 

Jennifer Fullergreen 

Clerk to the Governing Board 

 Year 7 Applications 

Reminder that the deadline for Secondary School  Applications for Year 7 spaces must be received by School Admissions no 

later than Thursday 31st October 2019. 

Applications must be made online via your Local Authority: 

If you live in Bristol, you apply through Bristol City Council: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/secondary

-admissions 

For South Gloucestershire addresses, you should apply through South Glos Council: https://www.southglos.gov.uk/education-

and-learning/schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-school-admissions/ 

If you need help to complete the application, please speak to Mrs King in the school office before Friday 25th October 2019.  

After-School Clubs 

All after - school clubs are running next week including Messy Church. 

Menu Change 

On Tuesday the menu will change from the usual week two menu of Chicken Curry and Vegetable Burrito  to 

the Tuesday week three menu of Beef Lasagna or Quorn and Vegetable Stir Fry with Noodles. 

On Thursday 24th October to celebrate Diwali Our menu will change for the day. The menu is available on page 4. 

 

 Wanted 

Do you have any art and crafts materials you no longer need? If so,  Space Cadets would welcome any donations 

for our after-school club. Please hand any donations directly to Space Cadets or to the school office. No glitter 

please! 

 Hillside Pre-School 

Exciting News! Hillside Pre-School Management are looking at opening from 9:00am until 3:00pm 

from January 2020. Every child aged 3 years or over can receive 15 hours of free Pre-School 

attendance each week, or if you are eligible they may be entitled to a 30 hour free place. 

Please check at childcarechoices.gov.uk to see if you are eligible or contact Bev on 0117 9478371 for further information. 
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Parking 

We have again received complaints from our neighbours about inconsiderate parking around the school - 

please remember to be respectful of our neighbours and park responsibly in the surrounding roads and do 

not park across driveways. For the safety of our children and people crossing outside school do not park on 

corners of the street as a neighbour, last week, was forced onto the wrong side of the road narrowly 

avoiding a collision. It is putting lives in danger. Please can we remind parents not to park on the zig zags 

outside of school. 

 Library News 

If you have not had the chance to visit the Library after school with your child then please 

do as the Library is open everyday after school until 4pm. The Library is closed on Thursday 

for a club and occasionally on a Wednesday for staff meetings. Please enter through the 

door nearest the Library in the top middle playground.  

Book of the Week is Farther by Grahame Baker-Smith 

My Father's house was safe and rooted in the rock But inside he dreamed of air and 

flight ... 

Step into an incredible world, where dreams that are passed from father to son make 

anything possible. 

A young boy is entranced by his father's ambition to fly. When his father goes off to war & doesn't return, the boy takes up 

that dream & makes it come true. Grown up, and with a son of his own, he then wonders to what amazing places this dream, 

passed down from generation to generation, will take his son - perhaps to the stars. 

Beautifully illustrated, this book is in our new Reading Spine Display and has currently been studied by Year Five. 

 School Allotment 

We would like to say a big thank you to all of our volunteers who have helped to maintain our allotment 

over the year and produce fruit and vegetables for our school kitchen!  There will be more planting again in 

the spring! 

Petition for Speed Bumps on Hillside Road 

There is an online petition to campaign for speed bumps on Hillside Road to reduce the speed of the traffic outside of the 

school to make it safer for our children. 

If you would like to sign the petition for speed bumps on Hillside Road please follow this link: https://www.change.org/p/

bristol-city-council-traffic-calming-on-hillside-road-st-george-bristol?

recruiter=296507009&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=share_petition&utm_term=Sear

ch%3ESAP%3EUK%3ENonBrand%3EExact&recruited_by_id=edb05da0-fa00-11e4-b115-

9765e8c9bc4f&utm_content=starter_fb_share_content_en-gb%3Av13&use_react=false 

Aldi’s Kit for Schools 

Please remember that we’re collecting the Team GB stickers from the Aldi’s Kit for Schools promotion.  There is a 

box at the foyer to drop your stickers in.  The promotion runs until 3rd November.  We need all stickers in by Friday 

8th November. 

St Bernadette Catholic Secondary School is consulting on its admission arrangements for the academic year 2021/22 

St Bernadette Catholic Secondary School wish to consult on the change to our proposed admission arrangements for the 

academic year 2021/2022. The consultation period will last from Wednesday 16th October until Tuesday 3rd December 

2019.  If you would like to comment on the proposed Admission Policy, please direct your comments to  Mrs Julie Nunnerley 

at the school or visit  http://www.stberns.bristol.sch.uk/ 
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READ 2 DOGS - Pets as Therapy 

Leyan, our Pets as Therapy Reading Dog, passed away on Friday.  

Leyan, a Blue Great Dane, had read with many of the children at school to improve their confidence 

and  enjoyment in reading.  

Children that were currently reading to Leyan shared the story ‘Up In Heaven’ by Emma Chichester Clark, 

with Mrs Cox on Monday and drew pictures of Leyan to send to her owner Diane.  

We will miss her very much.  

“I loved giving her treats when she did good listening.”  

“She was a nice, kind dog. I miss you.”  

“I’m going to miss reading to her. She was very calm and good at listening to me.” 

 Future Dates for your Diary 
 

Class Assemblies 

Endeavour Class Assembly 

Wednesday 13th November - 8:55 
 

Saturn & Asteroid Class Assemblies 

Thursday 14th November - 8:55 
 

Discovery Class Assembly 

Wednesday 20th November - 8:55 
 

Orion & Polaris Class Assemblies 

Thursday 21st November - 8:55 
 

Voyager Class Assembly 

Wednesday 27th November - 8:55 
 

Jupiter & Comet Class Assemblies 

Thursday 28th November - 8:55 
 

Apollo Class Assembly 

Wednesday 4th December - 8:55 
 

Aquila and Vega Class Assemblies 

Thursday 5th December - 8:55 

 

 

 

 

 


