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24th April 2020 

Hello, 

I hope you are all well and that the first week back at ‘school’ has been a positive experience in all of your 

households. Hopefully it hasn’t been too difficult to get back into a daily routine as the work has been arriving. I 

wrote to you earlier in the week to inform you that the nature of the work set by teachers will change slightly from 

next week onwards.  

Sometimes your teachers may post tutorial videos on our school YouTube channel that will support your child with 

‘new learning’ which will be followed up with daily activities. Children will be able to watch these videos as many 

times as they need in order for them to complete the work. Teachers may also use resources from outside of school 

to support your child’s learning. At the end of teaching units, teachers may also set quizzes to help them see how the 

children’s learning is progressing.  

Our teachers are working so hard to give your children the best home learning experience possible. We understand 

that it will not always be plain sailing when it comes to children completing the work and that some days will seem 

easier than others. This is to be expected. Families must make the home learning work for them. This is why the 

weekly phone check-ins are so important. They give both of us the opportunity to listen to each other and support 

each other in making this new way of working benefit children’s learning.  

It is inevitable that whenever, and however, we return to school, there will be gaps in children’s learning. We are 

thinking very carefully about how we will address this, once normal school has resumed. If every child has tried their 

hardest to complete all the home learning set during this time, it will really support them when they do return to 

school.   

Thank you for all your hard work in supporting home learning so far. Judging by all the positive feedback we have 

been getting, and the fantastic examples of work that continue to be sent in, many of you are doing really well. As 

well as saying thank you I would like to say ‘well done’ too. I know that it isn’t always easy but you’re doing a great 

job! 

In the weeks to come I will keep you updated on the plans that we are making for our return to school and for next 

year. But for now, take care and enjoy your weekend.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Tim Browse 
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Mr Browse, can I ask you something? 

One of the great things about being a headteacher is being asked questions. I often can’t walk from one end of 

a playground to another without numerous children running up to me and saying ‘Mr Browse, can I ask you 

something?’ The questions I get asked are wide-ranging and far-reaching, for example: 

 ‘Why do you always wear a suit?’ 

 ‘Do you know how to do the ‘say so’ dance?’ 

 ‘Who tells you off if you’ve been naughty?’ 

 ‘Do you have a pet?’ 

 ‘Why are you a headteacher?’ 
 

The other day, as I walked along the empty playground, I began to wonder what questions would the children 

be asking me now? And then it hit me, why not try and find out! So, through the wonder of technology and 

even though we are far apart, children can now ask me their questions. All they have to do is click on this link 

here. It will take you to an online form where children can ask me any question they like.   

Once I have a few questions, I will gather them together and try to answer them all in one go – possibly in the 

playground, for old time’s sake -  in a video that I will post on YouTube as I am sure that many other children 

will be interested in the questions and the answers.  

Looking forward to hearing from the children and getting my thinking cap on to answer their questions.  

 

Free School Meals Update.  

You may have heard in the news that the Government has now introduced a national scheme to provide 

supermarket vouchers to all children eligible for freeschool meals.  This applies only to those families in receipt 

of certain benefits and does not include children who receive Universal Infant Free School Meals. 

Air Balloon Hill Primary School has subscribed to the national scheme and vouchers were distributed to eligible 

families this week. 

If you have not received your voucher, are having difficulty in redeeming your code, please contact the school 

using the email address: airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk.   

If you think your family may qualify and would like to apply for Free School Meals, please visit:  

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/free-school-meals and click the blue Apply Online 

button half-way down the page. 
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