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15th May 2020 

Dear parents,  
 
Last Sunday, the government announced that primary schools should begin to plan for more children returning to 
schools from 1st June. The Year groups selected to return to school are Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  
 

Schools have been asked to open up to more children, only when it is safe to do so. The government will make a 
national decision on this by the end of May when it reviews whether its five tests have been met. All schools now 
need to carefully consider how they intend to make their setting safe for more children to return.   
 

Ensuring the safety of children and adults in school is my number one concern when considering how to open the 
school so more children can attend. Every school is different and each school has its own set of risks to consider that 
will determine how it can open to more children. We are working closely with the Local Authority to produce a risk 
assessment document which is bespoke for Air Balloon.  
 

When the school is safe to open up to more children, being in school will be very different to what the children are 
used to experiencing. Class sizes will be much smaller. They may not be taught by their usual teacher. They may not 
be placed in a classroom with all of their friends, or, get to see them at break and lunchtimes as we will need to 
carefully manage our school timetable to keep everyone safe. There will be new rules about how to stay safe in 
school that take into account social distancing and effective hand sanitization. Even how you bring your child to 
school and collect them at the end of the day will likely be very different to normal.  
 

These considerations, along with many others, are all things that we need to carefully plan and prepare for before 
we are ready to welcome back more children into school. New guidance is being produced every day to support 
schools complete a risk assessment that then needs to be approved by the school governors and the local authority. 
The government has said that it would like more children to return to school from 1st June. I need to be honest with 
you and say that it is highly unlikely Air Balloon will be ready to welcome more children into school by that date. The 
government has given us a huge task to achieve within a relatively short timescale. But I can assure you that we are 
making our very best endeavours to ensure that when we do open for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, we 
will be able to do so safely.  
 

I will, of course, keep you updated on our plans to welcome back more children to school when they are ready, as 
well as share any additional implications that opening the school up to more pupils will have on how we are 
currently operating.   
 

Finally, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to seeing more children in school again. I think I speak for all 
staff when I say that we miss you all terribly. I also fully acknowledge your efforts in keeping your children safe at 
home and engaging with our home learning resources.  
 

But no matter how much we want everything to go back to normal, we must accept the reality of that happening is 
still quite far away. What matters most is keeping everyone safe. That will be the most important consideration 
when planning for welcoming back more children to school.  
 

Thank you for your understanding and support and stay safe.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tim Browse 
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