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22nd May 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers. 
 
I am writing to update you on our plans for opening up Air Balloon so that more children can attend school 
after the half term break. As I advised last week, we will not be expanding the school’s capacity for taking 
in more children on 1st June as it has not been possible to ensure all the safety measures needed to safely 
allow more children and staff on site.  
 
Therefore, for the first week back, there will be no changes to our provision.  
 
Our plan is to start opening up the school to more children during the week beginning 8th June. We will 
begin by inviting our Year 6 pupils to attend school for two days a week: Monday and Tuesday, or, 
Thursday and Friday. The children will be placed in smaller classes of up to ten children per class and 
placed on a staggered timetable throughout the day.  
 
Parents of Year 6 children will be sent some additional information about the school offer, with details on 
how we will be keeping everyone safe with more children on site, along with a short survey to find out how 
many parents are intending of returning their children to school.   
 
Once the Year 6 children are in school we will then be in a position to invite our Year 1 pupils back to 
school. Similarly, the Year 1 children will be placed in smaller classes of up to ten children and placed on a 
staggered timetable throughout the day. We are aiming for a Year 1 start date of the week beginning 15th 
June.  
 
Finally, we are hoping that we will be in a position to welcome back Reception children. The arrangements 
for this are yet to be determined and will depend on the school’s capacity to maintain the appropriate 
safety measures. I will write to the parents of Reception children later on in the term to inform them of our 
plans. 
 
We will still be running classes in every year group for children whose parents are key workers. How these 
classes operate will begin to change from 8th June onwards, in anticipation of more key workers requiring a 
school placement for their children. (Especially parents who also work in schools.) If you are a key worker 
who will absolutely need their child to attend school from a specific date, you must make a request by 
emailing the school beforehand, so that we can plan accordingly.  
 
Introducing more children back to school, in smaller classes, will mean that more teachers are required to 
be in school more frequently. This will have a knock-on effect on the home learning provision for all 
children including for those children who are not in the year groups coming back to school. Children will 
still receive home learning provision but may not be as frequent or as bespoke as it has been so far. Your 
teachers will update you on any changes next term once we have been able to determine the number of 
children who will be planning on returning.  
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Here is a summary of the proposed changes moving forward: 
 
22nd May 2020 
Year 6 parent survey sent out to identify numbers of children returning.  
Year 1 parent survey sent out to identify numbers of children returning.  
 
Week beginning 1st June 
Children of key workers (confirmed with the school) will attend school Mon-Fri.  
Year 6 parents and children will be informed of when they can attend school.  
Information packs sent home to Year 6 children about ‘life in school’.  
 
Week beginning 8th June 
Children of key workers (confirmed with the school) will attend school Mon-Fri.  
Year 6 children will attend school on Monday and Tuesday, or, Thursday and Friday.  
Year 1 parents and children will be informed of when they can attend school.  
Information packs sent home to Year 1 children about ‘life in school’.  
 
Week beginning 15th June 
Children of key workers (confirmed with the school) will attend school Mon-Fri.  
Year 6 children will attend school on Monday and Tuesday, or, Thursday and Friday.  
Year 1 children will attend school on Monday and Tuesday, or, Thursday and Friday.  
Reception parent survey sent out to identify numbers of children returning.  
 
Week beginning 22nd June 
Children of key workers (confirmed with the school) will attend school Mon-Fri.  
Year 6 children will attend school on Monday and Tuesday, or, Thursday and Friday.  
Year 1 children will attend school on Monday and Tuesday, or, Thursday and Friday.  
Reception children will attend school in some capacity yet to be confirmed.  

 
Parents and carers of Rec, Year 1 and Year 6 children should also be aware that they will not be penalized if 
they opt to keep their child at home when the school reopens for their year group.  
 
As you can imagine, there are many things that need to be considered and put in place in order to safely 
open up the school to more children. We are working closely with the Local Authority who are helping all 
schools manage the risk in their setting. The school Governors are aware of our plans and are also involved 
in the completion of the risk assessment that will determine if we are safe to invite more children back to 
school.  
 
I acknowledge that this continues to be a challenging time for all of us and that the school closure is having 
a significant impact on our daily lives. Although I would love nothing more than to welcome more children 
back to school, I will only do so when it is safe to do so. I would again advise parents to take note that the 
dates I have provided in this letter are proposals only and that they are subject to change. I will always 
update you on any changes with as much notice as I can. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding and support during all this and I hope you enjoy your half 
term break.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Browse 


