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Dear parents and carers, 

New classes 

Next week, you will receive a letter informing you of your child’s new class and teacher. This is a little bit later than 

planned but we will not be able to confirm all the teachers’ placements until next Wednesday. Our new Reception 

families have been informed of their class and teacher and I would like to welcome them all to the Air Balloon 

community – we are delighted that you have all joined us.  

Once all families have been informed of next year’s classes, your new teacher will contact you and introduce 

themselves to you before the start of the summer holidays.  

Next year 

We continue to work hard on arrangements for next year. The government released its guidance for full opening of 

schools on Thursday morning. This means that we can now start developing our plans for September which we will 

be able to share with you before we break up for the summer.  

Beyond the logistics of keeping everyone safe in September, we have been giving plenty of thought into planning for 

the children’s learning once we are all back in school. Our middle leaders are developing a special ‘recovery 

curriculum’ which will enable us to not only support children’s learning in reading, writing and maths, but will also 

help us to support the children emotionally after such a long break from school.  

We are also going to be developing a special Air Balloon project for when the children return. This will help all of us 

to remember what makes our school so special and will be an opportunity to celebrate the school’s vision and 

values. We really want to get the start of the year right and we are committed to supporting every child return to 

school.  

Final weeks 

As we head into the final two weeks of the year, our thoughts turn to bringing this year to a close. Our KS1 and KS2 

teachers are very keen to host a virtual end of year class party at some point during the last week. This will be done 

via zoom and the teachers will send you details of their plans later on next week.  

In the meantime, please familiarise yourselves with the parent/children’s guide to using zoom at Air Balloon. It is 

important that anyone wishing to partake in these zoom meetings follows the guidance carefully. The guidance can 

be found at the end of this newsletter.  

We are also working hard to give our Year 6 children as much of a send-off as possible. If your child is in Year 6 then 

they should have received information from the teachers about their end of year plans. If you have not received this, 

then please contact the school office.  
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Food vouchers 

If your child is eligible for Free School Meals, then you are entitled to join the government’s food voucher scheme. 

Many parents are already receiving food vouchers and this should be continuing over the summer holidays. Parents 

who are receiving food vouchers do not need to reapply for the service over the summer.  If, since lockdown, your 

circumstances have changed and you think that your child might now be eligible for Free School Meals, please email 

the school to see if you can be supported through the voucher scheme over the summer.   

 

Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter. As always, a lot of information to take in and, as there will be more 

information in the coming weeks, please keep checking your inboxes.  

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy your weekend.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
Tim Browse 
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A parent/children’s guide to using zoom at Air Balloon 

 

Before the zoom meeting 

 

 Your teacher will send an invitation to a class zoom meeting which will include a password that will 

allow you to join the meeting.  

 Do not share the meeting ID or password with other children or adults.  

 Do not attend a meeting unless the invitation has been sent through ParentMail and is from your class 

teacher.  

 Feel free to contact the school office if you want confirmation of the meeting. 

 Choose a safe place to be during the zoom meeting. This should not be your bedroom but a shared 

space in your home.  

 Make sure that your background is safe and appropriate. Think about any photos or pictures that might 

be on display; you may want to remove them for the meeting.  

 Make sure that a trusted adult from home is available during the zoom meeting.  

 Make sure that your name (or parent’s name) is visible  

 

During the zoom meeting 

 

 Make sure that you are wearing appropriate clothing for your zoom meeting.  

 Make sure that a trusted adult is in the same room as you for the duration of the zoom meeting.  

 When you join the zoom meeting you will enter a waiting room – this is so your teacher can check that 

everyone waiting to join the meeting is meant to be there.  

 When you enter the zoom meeting, you will be muted. Don’t worry, your teacher has done this on 

purpose so that they can explain what is going to happen during the meeting.  

 Only your teacher will be able to unmute you during the zoom meeting.  

 Make sure that you are safe, kind and respectful during the zoom meeting. This will help everyone enjoy 

themselves.  

 The zoom meeting will not be recorded.  

 Nobody must record or take photos of their screen during the zoom meeting.  

 Your teacher will be able to remove anyone who is not being safe, kind or respectful.  

 If, at any time, you wish to leave the meeting you are free to do so although it may not be possible for 

you to re-join.  

 If you have any technical difficulties, use the chat function to let your teacher know. 

 Avoid using the chat feature during the meeting otherwise staff may miss that somebody needs 

support.  

 There will always be two members of staff attending the zoom meeting.  

For additional support in how to use zoom, please click here.  
 
 

https://biz30.timedoctor.com/how-to-use-zoom/#set-up

