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15th July 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Last week I wrote to you with details about some of the routines for next year with regards to the timing of the 
school day and the specific entrances/exits for certain year groups. I also added some information about how the 
school day will be organised. 
 
We will send that newsletter out again during the summer to help remind families of what to expect in September. I 
would really recommend that parents and carers take the time to discuss these new routines with the children to 
help prepare them for their first day back after the summer. And, as I said last week, it will be really important that 
everyone follows these routines and timings if we are going to smooth start to the new year.  
 
What I would like to share with you now are some of the more interesting things about next year! We have been 
working very hard thinking about how to support the children return to school after the extend time away from 
school. Our plans have been divided into three main areas: 
 

 The core curriculum  

 Well-being and adjusting to life back in school 

 A whole school project 
 
The core curriculum 
As effective as we have tried to make our home learning provision during lockdown, we have to acknowledge that 
there will need to be a significant focus on reading, writing and maths when we return in September. The teachers 
will be spending the first term supporting the children with ‘the basics’ so that any gaps in their learning are swiftly 
addressed. This will involve some benchmarking and some carefully targeted curriculum work over the first term.  
 
Well-being and adjusting to life back in school 
We recognise that after an extended amount of time away from school, many children may be feeling anxious about 
their return. To support this, we will be doing lots of work with the children on our GEM powers and looking at how 
all the new changes to life in school are in place to help keep us safe. We want to help children re-establish their 
diamond, emerald, ruby, sapphire and topaz powers and reassure them that Air Balloon is a place where everyone is 
safe, kind and respectful. The well-being surveys that have gone home will really help the teachers plan for the work 
they will be doing on the GEM powers and will also help us support individual children so that their return to school 
is positive.  
 
A whole school project 
All this time away and you could be forgiven for forgetting what makes Air Balloon so great! So, we thought it would 
be a really nice idea to set up a series of whole school projects where the children will get to rediscover our school 
vision and values. Each year group will be taking part in a special Air Balloon project – I’m not going to say too much 
because I don’t want to ruin any surprises. All I will say is that each of these projects will be fun, creative and a 
wonderful reminder of why we love Air Balloon.  
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We want to get September right. That is why we have thought very hard about our plans for the start of the year. 
Usually, we would start the year by cracking on with our inquiry projects. But, because we want to make sure that 
we support children’s progress within the core curriculum, and because we want to focus on children’s well-being, 
and because we want to start the year with a celebration of the school’s vision and values, we won’t be starting any 
inquiry projects until after the October half term.  
 
Having worked on our plans for September, and seeing the ideas that the staff are coming up with, I for one am 
really excited about the new year. It promises to be a great start to what will hopefully be (fingers crossed) a great 
year.  
 
I will write to you again on Friday with some extra bits of information for the holidays including all of the proposed 
year’s inset dates.   
 
Until then, take care and enjoy the rest of your week.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Browse 


