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3rd September 2020 

Dear parents and carers,  

We have received positive feedback from parents and carers today about how much calmer the start of the day was 

this morning. It certainly seemed to run more smoothly, especially as everyone had a clearer idea of how the 

systems worked after the first day back.  

I know that there are still some concerns about the volume of people who are using the lane. At some point next 

week, the scaffolding at the front of the school will be removed. This will mean that parents arriving at the top 

playground will be able to walk along the side of the school and exit the site using the front gates as was originally 

planned.  

If parents have entered the site using the new Hillside Gate, then they are welcome to use either of the lane’s exit 

gates, (at the top and bottom of the lane) when leaving. This will certainly help those parents who have buggies or 

pushchairs. Please make sure that you continue to observe the arrows on the playground floor to avoid bumping 

into other parents and carers.  

We are also trying to engage with the council to tidy the lane up as we are aware that it is not always in a pleasant 

state. Our site team will be checking the lane in the mornings to remove any detritus that has arrived overnight. I 

hope that these steps will make using the lane more comfortable.  

Bikes and Scooters 
We do encourage all children to walk to school. However, if children do ride their bike to school then they are 
welcome to store it using our bike storage. If children come to school on a scooter then we do ask that parents take 
them home rather than store them at school. This will free up space in our storage containers and make it easier for 
children to collect their bikes safely. As always, bikes and scooters must not be ridden on the school site. Children 
must safely dismount and walk into school, taking care of those around them.  
 
PE kits 
We think it would be easier for children to wear their PE kits on the days that they have PE. This will avoid children 
having to get changed in different rooms or adults needing to help the younger children to get changed. Children 
must wear the school’s PE kit and not other branded sportswear. The school PE kit is a white t-shirt and black 
shorts/jogging bottoms/leggings and suitable footwear/trainers. Children should wear their school jumper on top of 
their PE kit when they come to school.  
 
Masks 
All non-staff adults who enter the school building are required to wear a mask. Some members of staff may also 
wear a mask if they are meeting with parents and carers. Although it is not mandatory, we do advise that adults 
wear face masks when coming onto the school site or during busier times of the day such as drop-off and pick-up. 
This is only guidance and we also understand that some adults may have been recommended not to wear a mask. 
 
Bubbles 
I also thought I would say a few words about bubbles. The government’s guidance is clear that as transmission rates 
in young children is very low, primary aged children do not need to socially distance from other children when in 
school. However, during the day, the children will spend most of their time in a class bubble. At break and lunchtime, 
they will be in a year bubble as they play outside or eat their lunch. Although, when they eat their lunch, they will be 
sat on tables with children from their class bubble.  
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The vast majority of staff work within a single class bubble. Where adults do cross over and work across class 
bubbles, they either do so for shorter periods of time, are outside, or they wear appropriate safety equipment. Staff 
will also be avoiding other members of staff who are not in their year group bubble by maintaining social distancing. 
Bubbles help maintain the safety of the adults who work with the children and support the school with tracking and 
tracing if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in the school. Our staggered starts and entry/exit gates also help 
prevent people from different year bubbles crossing paths for extended periods of time.  
 
I hope that this information is helpful and gives parents a clearer idea of what life is like in school.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
Tim Browse 


