
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We look to the stars…  

 

Everyone can achieve. 

Everyone can learn. 

Everyone belongs. 

 

 

We value: 

Engagement – being focused and managing distractions when working towards a goal. 
Responsibility – being able to solve problems and take ownership of our actions. 
Resilience – being able to learn from our mistakes, and remain positive. 
Empathy – being aware of others and how we make them feel. 

Collaboration – being able to work in partnership with other people.  



Everyone can achieve.     Everyone can learn.     Everyone belongs 

A message from the Headteacher. 
 

 

Welcome to Air Balloon Hill Primary! 
 

I am incredibly proud to be the Head of this wonderful school. Air Balloon Hill Primary has a 

rich history and has served its local community for over 100 years. It is a vibrant, happy and 

friendly school that provides fantastic provision both inside and outside the classroom. 
 

I firmly believe that all schools, no matter how big or small (and with capacity for up to 840 

pupils, Air Balloon Hill Primary is one of Bristol’s largest), succeed because of the people that 

inhabit their communities. Air Balloon Hill prides itself on being an inclusive school that firmly 

believes that everyone can achieve, everyone can learn and that everyone belongs.  
 

I am so pleased that you and your child are thinking about joining us. 

Parents and carers play such an important role in children’s education 

and if you decide to join our school community, we would welcome - 

and encourage - you to participate in your child’s school life as we all 

look to the stars to ensure that all children achieve their full potential. 
 

Thank you, 

Tim Browse 

 

Our History 
The school was built in 1905 to replace Crew’s Hole 

School. It began life as an all-through school with a 

secondary department up until 1968 when it was 

altered into separate Infant and Junior schools. 

The two schools amalgamated in September 2009 into 

Air Balloon Hill Primary.   

 

We expanded to four form entry in 2011 and have grown to 

become a four-form entry school. That’s four classes in every 

year group accommodating up to 840 children and over 130 

staff! 



 

Welcome to Air Balloon! 

Our vision 
 

Our vision statement is: We look to the stars... 

But what does this mean to the people of Air Balloon? 

  

Our children say: 

We are ambitious with our 

goals and dreams. We stay 

positive and never give up 

as we strive to do our best. 

We believe in being safe, 

kind and respectful to-

wards others. 

Our parents say: 

We champion our children and 

support their aspirations. We 

value our children’s education 

and encourage them to work 

hard and achieve. We work 

positively with the school so 

that it is a place we can all be 

proud of. 

Our staff say: 

We set high expectations that 

enable children to fulfil their 

potential. We foster positive 

attitudes to learning so children 

enjoy working hard. We help 

build a positive community that 

is safe, supportive and 

celebrated. 

Our principles 
 

Our vision helps shape our core principles, that underpin everything we do in school.  

  

Everyone can achieve. 

Everyone can learn. 

Everyone belongs. 

We value... 
 

 Responsibility – being able to solve problems and take ownership of our actions. 

Resilience – being able to learn from our mistakes, and remain positive. 

Empathy – being aware of others and how we make them feel. 

Engagement – being focused and managing distractions when working towards a goal. 

Collaboration – being able to work in partnership with other people. 

We promote these values because we believe it will help us stick to our principles. 

We demonstrate them using GEM power! 



Everyone can achieve.     Everyone can learn.     Everyone belongs 

 

Ofsted      
 

Our last Ofsted inspection was in April 2018.  Air Balloon Hill Primary was 

judged to be a good school.   

Quotes from the report: 

Parents and carers praise the school, saying, for example, ‘The cultural mix and everyone is valued; 

the atmosphere is rich and buzzing.’ 

The bright and exciting learning environments of the four Reception classrooms encourage 

children to be inquisitive and interested in their learning. 

All teaching staff have positive relationships with pupils and create an environment in which pupils 

are keen to learn. 

Teaching is typically characterised by strong subject knowledge, clear expectations and the 

planning of interesting activities that develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding. 

The curriculum is broad and balanced and meets the needs of pupils well. A wide range of exciting 

activities and extra-curricular opportunities are provided to enrich the curriculum and motivate 

pupils.  

Pupils’ learning is enhanced by visitors coming into school, special event days, and trips to local 

places of interest. 

Pupils are encouraged to think carefully about equality and diversity. They develop an 

understanding of democracy through a range of activities.  

Pupils demonstrate tolerance towards people who have different cultures and beliefs to their own. 

The new headteacher is sensitively bringing a fresh approach and renewed sense of direction. He is 

well supported by his enthusiastic and dedicated senior leadership team. 

Leaders, including governors, have an honest and accurate understanding of the school’s strengths 

and areas for improvement. They have detailed plans to make it even better. 

Parents and carers [are] highly supportive of the school. One parent summed up the views of the 

majority by explaining that ‘the school is very well managed, especially considering the size. The 

staff genuinely act in the interest of the children and are constantly trying to improve their 

experience…for such a big school they do not forget the individual child and cater for all.’ 

The full report can be viewed, or downloaded, from the Ofsted website here: 

http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/135867 

http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/find-inspection-report/provider/ELS/135867
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Key staff 
 

As we are such a large school we have lots of teams of people who 
work in specific areas of the school.  

Senior Leadership Team We lead the school and have a range of responsibilities.  

Headteacher: Mr Browse (Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)/ Curriculum Lead) 

Deputy Head: Miss Liley (Standards) 

Deputy Head: Miss Rawcliffe (Achievement) 

Assistant Head and Inclusion Leader: Mrs Knight (SEND /  Children in Care / Pastoral Lead) 

School Business Manager: Mrs Bowyer (Health and Safety / Finance / Admin Lead) 

EYFS Early Years operates on a different curriculum to other year groups and has its own leader.  

EYFS Lead: Miss Foster 

Safeguarding Team We work to help keep children safe.  

DSL: Mr Browse 

Family Support Worker* (Operational DSL): Mrs Hennys 

Children Support Worker: Miss James 

Inclusion Lead: Mrs Knight 

*Family Support 
Mrs Hennys is our family support worker and she works with lots of children and families across the 
school. Her role is varied and she is never too busy to help anyone who needs it.  

Louise can be contacted on 0117 903 0077 ext. 251 or via email: familysupport@abhps.com  

Mrs Hennys also supports on attendance and works closely with the local authority’s Educational 
Welfare Officer (EWO) for the school.  

Our Education Welfare Officer can also be contacted directly on 0117 3521438 if you have any 
concerns about your child’s attendance.  

Achievement 

Team 

Pastoral Team Standards Team Curriculum Team 

We support the teaching 

and learning across each 

phase.  

We support children 

with behaviour issues in 

our phase.  

We lead reading, writing 

and maths across the 

school.  

We lead on the wider cur-

riculum across the school.  

Y1 & 2: Mrs Bush 

Y3 & 4: Mrs Wilde 

Y5 & 6: Miss Andrews 

Y1 & 2: Mrs Jama 

Y3 & 4: Miss Huish 

Y5 & 6: Mrs Cassell 

Reading: Mrs Hennessy 

Writing: Miss Clark  

Maths: Miss Clayphan 

Mr Barker 

Miss Hanley 
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Break and Lunch 

We have three main playgrounds, an additional ball court, an adventure play area and a school field. 

Reception have their own outdoor environment which they have access to come rain or shine.            

As we are such a large school, we stagger our break and lunch times. 

We also run lunchtime clubs / alternative timetables for children who may find lunchtimes challenging. 

The Regular School Day 
 

Currently we are operating staggered start and finish times due to Covid-19 

Site Opens: 8:30am 

Reception and Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) 

Doors open: 8.40am   

Registration: 8.50am 

Lessons start: 9:00am 

End of School: 3.15pm 

Parents of children in Reception and Year 1 are encouraged to come into the classroom with their child in the 

mornings to help settle them into their first activity.  From Year 2 upwards, children line up in the playground 

in the mornings and are then led into class by their teacher. 

 

Key Stage 2 (Years 3 - 6) 

Doors open: 8.40am  

Registration: 8.50am 

Lessons start: 9:00am 

End of School: 3.20pm 
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Starting School at Air Balloon 
 
 

We welcome up to 120 children into our Reception classes every year! 

We are really proud of our Early Years environment. Our four Reception classes are fun, vibrant and 

caring learning environments where children thrive socially and academically. Our ‘staff effectively 

plan activities which develop the children’s imagination. Children choose areas and equipment to use 

and they work well with others to extend their imagination. The curriculum is broad and balanced and 

based strongly on children’s interests and extending their experiences’. (Ofsted, April 2018) 

The Reception classes are arranged as much as possible into four groups that are equal in terms of 

spread of ages, and distribution of boys and girls.  We do mix classes at different stages to maintain 

balance.  

Children begin their time at Air Balloon through a staggered start. Six children start each class on the 

first morning of and six in the afternoon, starting with the youngest.  Each day, three more children 

join the morning/afternoon session. By Friday of the first week of term 1, all children will have started 

school.  They will continue to attend either mornings or afternoons for the second week and, in the 

third week, they will all attend in the mornings and stay for lunch.  This is done so that the children 

are eased into school in smaller groups as it is a very important time for them to get to know their 

Teacher and Early Years Practitioner, as well as to mix in a smaller group of children. 

These part-time weeks give the teachers and Early Years Practitioners a better chance to assess the 

needs of each child. After the part-time induction period is over, full-time attendance is expected.  If 

parents wish to continue part-time education for a longer period, we are happy to discuss this with 

you.   
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Our Curriculum 

Early Years 

In Reception, the children’s work is planned using the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
curriculum.  There are three prime areas of learning which cover the knowledge and skills which 
provide the foundations of children’s learning and future progress in the earliest years. 

 Personal, social and emotional development 
 Communication and language 
 Physical development 
 
These will then be applied and reinforced through four specific areas: 
 
 Literacy – reading and writing 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Children learn through topics that are interesting and engaging, some of them are based on the 
children’s own interests. All topics allow children to learn and develop those early life skills so that 
when they leave Reception they are ready for the national curriculum.  
 
Previous Early Years topics have included: 
 
 Ourselves 
 Celebrations from Around the World 
 Pirates 
 A journey into our Imagination 
 Spring into Life 
 All Creatures Great and Small 
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Our Curriculum  

From Year one onwards, we teach the national curriculum through specific 
Literacy and Maths lessons as well as through a series of topics that combine a variety of subjects.  
 

 

English 

A high priority is given to the basic skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening so the children can communicate 
effectively. They are taught and encouraged to write for a wide 
variety of purposes in our daily literacy lessons.  At Air Balloon we 
use ‘Talk for Writing’ as our main approach for developing 
children’s writing. This provides children with the time to explore 

a particular text-type (a story, a poem, 
or a newspaper report) in detail before 
crafting one of their own. The children 
have access to a large range of texts, 
which strengthens both their reading 
and writing. Spelling and handwriting 
are taught as an integrated part of 
literacy. 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

Mathematical coverage is determined by the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for each year 
group.  A daily maths lesson is taught in each class in a 
mastery style.  This means the children get the chance to 
deeply explore their curriculum rather than speeding on 
to new content. 
 

Children work on a concrete problem, exploring and 
recording their maths in pictorial form before expressing 
their thinking as an abstract calculation. We call this 
approach CPA. The children are required to explain their 
thought process and operational choices in their maths 
journals, therefore they write about their maths as well as 
attempting calculations.  
 

If children demonstrate a firm understanding of the 
concepts presented in a lesson they are given the chance 
to attempt a greater depth challenge.  Through these 
activities they are expected to make links and widen their 
understanding. 
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Our Curriculum  
 

 

Inquiry Projects 

The wider curriculum is taught through a series of 
inquiry projects.  These usually last about two 
terms and incorporate many other subjects. These 
projects place the child at the centre of an inquiry - 
this could be a problem to solve or a question to 
answer - and the children respond to this inquiry by 
acquiring knowledge and skills across a 
range of subjects. Each project also explores 
a range of important people who have 
helped shape the world in which we live in 
today. This helps children to see how they 
themselves can be positive influences in the 
world around them. There are also lots of 
opportunities for children to go on school 
trips, or have visitors come into class, that 
will enhance their learning during any topic 
work.  

 

 

Discreet Subjects 

Some subjects are taught independently of our Inquiry Projects. 
Subjects such as Modern Foreign Languages (MfL), PE, PSHE, RE 
and Music are often taught on their own although there may be 
times when these can be incorporated into the class project. 
The teachers will still plan for these lessons using the 

expectations from the national 
curriculum as a guide. There may also 
be times when specialist teachers are 
used to deliver certain subjects. There 
will be times when parents are invited 
into school to learn about how we 
teach certain subjects. An example of 
this would be for our Sex and 
Relationships scheme of work. Teachers 
will write to parents to invite them in to 
discuss any issues regarding our 
curriculum.  
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Behaviour 
 

Our Behaviour Policy is supported and followed by the whole school community: parents, teachers, 

support staff, children and governors. 

We have three simple rules that apply to everybody in the school community: 

Be Kind 

Be Safe 

Be Respectful  

We promote positive behaviour through the use of our GEM powers and celebrate examples of 

kindness, safety and respectfulness in a variety of ways including class incentives and rewards, that 

are age-appropriate, as well as through whole school celebrations. We celebrate children’s 

achievements in Friday’s celebration assembly and we will treat problems when they occur in a caring 

and sympathetic manner in the hope of achieving an improvement in behaviour.  By using a positive 

system of rewards, and reinforcing good behaviour we help children to feel good about themselves. 

Praise will be used consistently to all pupils throughout the day. All members of the school 

community will ensure they spot people doing the right thing.  

We recogniSe that everybody makes mistakes and that sometimes we might respond to things in a 

way that can be unkind, unsafe or disrespectful. When this happens we have a clear way of 

responding which aims to sort issues out quickly and appropriately.  

We also know that some children find managing their behaviour challenging. We have a range of 

ways of supporting children’s behaviour. Sometimes, a child may require a bespoke approach so that 

they can behave well and thrive at school. In these cases we always seek to involve parents and 

carers in any behaviour plan that we put in place.  
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Inclusion 
 

We believe that educational inclusion is about equal opportunities for all 

learners, whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment or background.  This does not mean that 

we treat all learners the same, but that we respond to learners in ways that take into account their 

varied life experiences and needs.  We believe that all children should be equally valued in school.  

We will strive to eliminate prejudice and discrimination and to develop an environment where all 

children can flourish and feel safe.  Our Inclusion leader is Mrs Knight.  

 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 

The school follows the SEND Code of Practice and seeks to identify children with Special Educational 

Needs in order to provide appropriate intervention. 

Where children are identified as having a Special Educational Need, including those who are awarded 

a Statement or Education and Healthcare Plan (EHCP), advice may be sought from appropriate 

outside agencies.  This process is overseen by the Headteacher and the Inclusion Manager, Mrs 

Knight.  A clear provision outline is implemented in school to enable children who experience 

challenges to overcome them.  These interventions are delivered by learning support assistants and 

specialist Reading Recovery and Maths teachers.  Progress is carefully monitored and adaptations 

made as required.  Mrs Knight oversees this programme liaising with teachers, LSAs and parents to 

ensure that all the needs of children are being addressed appropriately. She is supported in the role 

by the school’s SEND Governor. 

 

Nurture Provision 

We have a range of nurture provision available in school to support children with their social, 

emotional and mental health needs.  Children can be referred for many reasons, such as low 

confidence levels, feeling unhappy or having problems with friendships.   

Epic is an approach which identifies early emotional 

developmental needs in children so that specific 

support can be put in place to help them.   

We have a visiting school counsellor who can offer 

children the chance to talk about things that may be 

worrying them at home and in school, in a confidential 

context. 

We also have access to an Art Therapist who uses a mix 

of talking and art to explore and share thoughts, 

feelings and difficulties. 
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School Dinners 

We are really lucky to have 

our own kitchen and caterers at Air Balloon. We are 

passionate about providing your child with a healthy, 

nutritious and delicious meal every day.  

Our menus include a wide-range of dishes which allow 

children to try different foods and experience foods 

from different cultures.   

We guarantee to only use fresh, high quality 

ingredients including British Red Tractor meat products 

and MSC sustainable fish. All of our eggs are free-range 

and meals will always contain at least two portions of fruit or vegetables. We use fresh fruit and 

vegetables from our own allotment when available and offer organic yogurts as one of our daily 

dessert options. 

If your child has any food allergies or intolerances, we will work with you to ensure we are able to meet 

your child’s dietary requirements  

Parent Partnerships 

We believe that education is a partnership between school and the home. Your support and help is 

highly valued by staff, children and governors.   

Staff are happy to talk to you about any thoughts, concerns or ideas that you may have.  Teachers are 

available in the playground, at end of the day, to discuss any minor issues or answer any quick 

questions. You can also make an appointment with the class teacher via the school office.  

A weekly newsletter is sent out on Friday. This keeps 

parents abreast of developments within school and is our 

main way of passing on information.   

The newsletter is sent by e-

mail, is available on our 

website, and paper copies 

are  available from the 

office.  
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Regular Wrap-Around Care with Space 
Cadets 
 

Space Cadets is a breakfast, after school and holiday club run by the school as part of the extended 

school programme. 

Sessions run until 6pm every evening and we are open from 8am in the morning during holidays and 

inset days. Breakfast is available during term time from 7.30am 

Activities we offer range from arts and crafts, cooking, board games, outdoor sports, team games, 

table games, den building and many other varieties of creative and challenging play. 

Healthy snacks are provided at 4.30pm during After School Club and 10am and 4pm during Holiday 

Club.  Examples include wholemeal rolls with various fillings, cheese and crackers, fruit and yoghurts, 

and much more. 

 

Costs are: 

Breakfast Club: £2.00 (plus food) 

After School Club: £10.00 

Holiday Club:  Full day: 8am – 6pm (£24.00) 

      (£4 discount for siblings)  

    Half day (am) 8am – 1pm (£15.00) 

    Half day (pm) 1pm – 6pm (£15.00) 

 

Space Cadets is 
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School Website 

The school website has information about the school including term dates, online diary and events, 

the weekly menu and the newsletter.  You will also find information about the children’s learning, 

reports on pupil achievement and information about how the school spends some of its funding. 

www.abhps.com 

Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road 

St George 

BRISTOL 

BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be safe. 

Be kind. 

Be respectful. 


