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Hello, 

We have been supporting Children in Need today. By focusing on children’s mental health, we 

have helped to raise money that will support many children across the country at a time when 

they need it the most.  

In school, lots of children came to school with some ‘interesting’ headwear to help raise the 

profile of mindfulness and positive headspace. We saw some very funny and silly hats as well as 

some outrageous hairstyles. (Something, alas, I was unable to participate in!) The children also 

took part in a sponsored meditative silence.  

All of this contributed to a great day in school as well as a contribution to a very worthwhile 

charity. I would like to thank Mr May who, along with his well-being team, planned and co-

ordinated the day.  

I am sure many of you will enjoy the Children in Need event on TV tonight and I hope that is the 

start of a lovely weekend for you all.  

Tim Browse 

Project Air Balloon 

I wrote to you last term to say that the children were all taking part in a special year group Air Balloon project that celebrated 

our school’s vision and values. It was our way of welcoming the children back to school after a long break and capturing the 

children’s thoughts about their school.  

All of these projects have been made into a video. There are individual year group videos as well as a mega Air Balloon Movie! I 

have watched them all and they are fantastic. The children will be watching them in class over the next week and we will also 

send parents and carers a link so they can be enjoyed at home too.  

I really want to thank our Curriculum Design team, Miss Hanley and Mr Barker, for coordinating the projects and all the staff 

who worked so hard to make the projects come alive. It is really clear, from watching the films, how much the children enjoyed 

taking part in each of the projects.  

Air Balloon Press Release… not! 

Some of you may be aware that Air Balloon has featured in the Bristol Post quite regularly recently, especially when it comes 

to events linked to COVID. I would just like to take this opportunity to say that the school has not contributed to any of these 

articles. My guess is that the Bristol Post has obtained copies of various letters that I have written to you and re-purposed 

them for their website.  

Whilst I am not overly concerned about this in principle, I am aware that this could give readers of the Bristol Post the false 

impression that the school has willingly and knowingly contributed to their online content.  

It is important for parents and carers to know that the only reliable source of information about the school (especially on 

issues linked to our management of coronavirus) will come from the school itself. Information about the school, published by 

third parties, may contain inaccuracies and may not provide you with all the relevant information.  

So, please make sure you stay up to date with what is going on at Air Balloon by reading our newsletters and any additional 

letters that you may receive via ParentMail.   
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Library News 

We are launching our Book Review Competition. Please see details attached for top tips on 

writing a review - whether you liked it or not! - from our Parton of Reading, Anna Hoghton. 

My book recommendation this week is: 

Archie's War, by Marcia Williams 

Marcia Williams captures the Great War through a child’s eyes with a fascinating fictional 

scrapbook including real mementos of the day. A funny and moving story of life during the First World War. 

Meet ten-year-old Archie, his family, and best friend in a scrapbook Archie has made himself, full of comic 

strips and plenty of other memorabilia. The year is 1914, and as the Great War begins, Archie’s scrapbook 

reflects the war’s impact on his life and his family, with the letters from his dad and uncle who are fighting 

in France.  

Archie's War is funny, touching and accessible, and gives a unique insight into what life was life for a child during the First 

World War. (Picture Book) 

Parent Governor Vacancies 

We currently have two vacancies for parent representatives - Please see pages 4 - 7 for more information. If you would like a 

paper copy of the nomination form, please ask at the school office. 

Fundraising for Friends of Troopers Hill 

The red slide that used to be at the far end of Troopers Hill had to removed for safety reasons at the end of last 

year.  It was over 30 years old and some of the supports had rusted through. 

They have been fundraising and aim to complete a grant application over the next couple of weeks. They would appreciate as 

many people as possible to show their support. 

If you would like to make an online donation please visit: www.tinyurl.com/THslide  The link to find out more details 

is www.tinyurl.com/thREDslide  If anyone wants to donate cash, a cheque or make a bank transfer please contact the school 

office who will put you in touch with Susan Acton-Campbell from the Friends of Troopers Hill. 

If with everyone’s donations, and a successful grant application there is a good chance the new slide will be in place by the end 

of summer 2021. 

If you have 5 minutes to have a listen there is a recording of an interview they made about it earlier this year before Covid-19 

interrupted their fundraising.  http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/audio/EmmaRedSlide200220.mp3 

Bristol Museums 

On the 9th December Bristol Museums are conducting an online talk about discovering the history of the coal-

tar distillery in Crew’s Hole and  the story of its owner, William Butler, who contributed to the social and 

political life of Bristol.  

This winter lecture season will take place over Zoom. For details of how to join the session and to book for the event. 

https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/whats-on/archaeology-online-william-butler-and-the-

coal-tar-distillery-at-crews-hole/ 

Macmillan Cancer Support  

Patrick in Meteor class is running a marathon in a month in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. Patrick started 

last Monday and has already raised an incredible £310.00!. If you would like to donate please visit his 

fundraising page below. Well done Patrick! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Patrick-bond 

http://www.tinyurl.com/THslide
http://www.tinyurl.com/thREDslide
http://www.troopers-hill.org.uk/audio/EmmaRedSlide200220.mp3
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/whats-on/archaeology-online-william-butler-and-the-coal-tar-distillery-at-crews-hole/
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/bristol-museum-and-art-gallery/whats-on/archaeology-online-william-butler-and-the-coal-tar-distillery-at-crews-hole/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Patrick-bond
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