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Hello, 

I hope you all managed to enjoy a half term break before the start of Term 2. I am sure that for 

many of us, the news of the national restrictions that began on Thursday, caused further 

anxiety about the risk of coronavirus. I would like to take this opportunity to reassure everyone 

that Air Balloon is a safe place.  

The evidence across the city is that the risk to primary aged children is extremely low. It also 

seems to be the case that transmission rates in schools are very low. This means that when 

there are confirmed cases in schools, and bubbles are closed, no further confirmed cases are 

reported within those bubbles. This has certainly been the case for Air Balloon.  

This means that all of our precautions:  

 staggered timings throughout the day,  

 additional cleaning of surfaces,  

 social distancing measures,  

 regular hand washing,  

 adults wearing face masks when appropriate,  

are helping to stop the virus spreading in our school.  

We will continue to make sure that these precautions are in place so that school remains a safe 

place for all children to attend. It is important for all children to attend school every day. We do 

have home learning resources ready for if children need to isolate, but these should not be 

considered a like-for-like substitute for being in school every day.  

It is likely that there will be further COVID-related disruptions throughout the term. I hope you 

know that we will always act swiftly and communicate to parents, as appropriate, in order to 

help keep the school as COVID free as possible.  

We really appreciate parents helping to keep the school safe by wearing face coverings when 

on the school site. Now we have further national restrictions, and given that social distancing 

outside of the school gates can be challenging, we would encourage one adult per household 

during the school run and that  all adults wear a face covering on the way to school and when 

waiting outside of the gates to ensure that we can all keep safe. 

As always, thank you all for your continued support, understanding and cooperation as we 

manage this on-going situation. I would also like to thank those of you who have taken the time 

to pass on your thanks and best wishes – it really means a lot.  

Have a good weekend and stay safe.  

Tim Browse 

Christmas Dinner 

Christmas dinner will be served on Tuesday 8th December. All children will automatically be booked 

for a turkey Christmas lunch, unless you advise us that your child does not require a Christmas 

dinner, or they require the Halal or vegetarian option. This can be done by completing the 

ParentMail form that will be sent out shortly.  Payments can be made to the school office, or online but must be received no 

later than Thursday 3rd December. Children entitled to free school meals or those in Years R - 2 will receive a free lunch. See 

page 3 for details of the menu.  Sandwich meals and jacket potato options will not be available on this day. 
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Library News 

Thank you for all the books that have been returned in the boxes provided in each hall. The 

boxes are emptied every Friday to enable quarantine over the weekend. All new reservation 

requests for available books will then be delivered to class within that week.  

My book recommendation this week is:  

Children in Need 

On Friday 13th November, we will be raising money for Children in Need. The theme this year is 

children’s mental health and well-being so we will be having our own 'Mindfulness Day'! To 

promote the need for ‘healthy headspace’, and for a voluntary donation, children can wear special 

headwear on Friday 13th. This might take the form of a decorated or fun hat, or maybe they can create a crazy/fun hairstyle!  

Throughout the day, children will be undertaking lots of activities to explore the subject of mental health and mental well-

being. One of the activities will be a sponsored meditation challenge where each class attempts to maintain a tranquil silent for 

an agreed amount of time.   

We understand that the current Covid-19 situation may be affecting families financial situations and so there is no pressure to 

support this fundraising event, but if you are able to help, sponsorship forms will be going home this week so please take time 

to complete these with your child.  

All sponsorship money raised should be handed to class teachers by Friday 20th November. 

Reception - First Class Photo Supplement 

Look out in the Bristol Post today (Friday 6th November) for the photos of our Reception children in the special 

supplement.  

Football Academy: Boys United from the Series: Football Academy by the wonderful Tom Palmer.  

(https://tompalmer.co.uk/football-academy/) 

Stay on the ball this season with the first four stories following the boys in United's under-twelves. Left-

winger Jake Oldfield is the hero. 

Jake plays for his village team.  He is good enough to play at a much higher level, but, whenever he has a 

trial at a professional club, they tell him ‘You’re good: but you’re too small.’  With his dad’s support, Jake 

keeps trying and one day, he gets offered a trial at Premier League United.  And what could be his last chance… 

Poppies 

We will be selling poppies, snap bands, wristbands, reflectors and other Poppy Appeal merchandise from the 

main foyer each day between 2.30pm and 3pm. 

All items are available for a minimum donation of £1 each. Please note that we have limited stock of the snap 

bands. 

All money raised goes to The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

Parent Governor Vacancies 

We currently have two vacancies for parent representatives - Please see pages 4 - 7 for more information. If you would like a 

paper copy of the nomination form, please ask at the school office. 

Congratulations... 

To Mrs Webber and her husband who welcomed a baby boy, George, on 30th October. We send them all our 

love and look forward to meeting him in due course. 

 

https://tompalmer.co.uk/football-academy/
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