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3rd January 2021 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

I hope you are all well and that you have enjoyed the Christmas holiday in good health.  

This letter is to inform you of an important update regarding the children of Air Balloon Hill Primary School returning 
to school after the Christmas holidays.  

I am sure you are aware of the serious concerns the education community have over schools starting up again 
tomorrow. These concerns are linked to COVID and the recent increase in cases related to the new strain of the 
virus.  

Throughout the weekend, teachers and school leaders have been in conversation with their unions and the 
government to establish some clear safety measures that will help keep their school communities safe. At present, 
for the vast majority of schools, there has been no new guidance for schools and, for many members of the 
education profession, this is a real worry.  

For that reason, I have made the decision that Monday 4th January will now be an INSET day. No children should 
attend school tomorrow or Space Cadets.  

This will allow the school to take on board new guidance, which I understand will be coming to schools tomorrow via 
the Local Authority, and put in place measures that will enable all children to be educated safely.  

I am very sorry for the late notice and please believe me when I say I wish I did not have to make this decision so late 
in the day as I know how challenging it will be for parents and carers to manage. But the reality is that important 
conversations about school safety, at both a local and national level, are still going on and more time is needed for 
me to be able to make an informed decision about how to keep all of us safe when children do return to school.  

I will write to you as soon as I can with regards to any further changes. I must advise you however, that we may opt 
to open school for vulnerable children and children of key workers only for a short period time. I will keep you 
informed with any whole school decision as soon as I can.  

Once again, I wholeheartedly apologise for the late notice in tomorrow’s inset but I hope you understand that we 
are all trying to support everyone’s safety when in school.  

 
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Browse 


