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In this week’s newsletter: 

 Attendance 

 Reinstatement of School 

Crossing Patrols  

 Zoom school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, 

Happy New Year! What did I say in the final newsletter last term? All I want for 

Christmas is 2021! I think I should be more careful about what I wish for.  

It has been, I think it is fair to say, a rather busy week. There have been lots of 

changes, many of them communicated at short notice, and I thank you all for your 

patience, understanding, cooperation and good will.  

We have worked very hard to safely meet the government’s expectation that all 

children eligible for a place in school during lockdown attend school. I would always 

remind parents and carers who are classed as critical workers to only take up a school 

place if they absolutely have to. Reducing pupil numbers to those who have no 

alternatives will support us in keeping the school safe for everyone.  

I would like to take this opportunity to once again shine a light on the school staff who 

have worked tirelessly this week to put in place all of our new plans. I am so proud of 

Air Balloon and how we come together in challenging times.  

Whilst I am sure that there will be additional changes or adaptations to school life in 

the coming weeks, for now, I would like to wish you all a very well-deserved weekend.  

Thank you,  

Tim Browse 

Reinstatement of School Crossing Patrols  

Rose, our School Crossing Patrol will be back on duty from Monday 11th January 2021.  Please 

can you keep a safe distance from Rose whilst you are waiting to cross. There is a painted white 

outline on the pavement and you should remain outside of this space until Rose is in the road and 

stopping traffic for you to cross.  Thank you.   

 

Attendance 

As we are running a ‘blended learning’ model of education – with all children able to take part in lessons either in 

school or remotely – it is even more important to make sure that children attend lessons on time. This includes 

those children coming to school in the morning and children joining lessons online. Please make sure that your 

attendance, whether real or virtual, is punctual as teachers are unable to delay their lessons. If children join lessons 

late they will miss out on important teacher input and struggle to catch-up. If children are late in joining lessons 

remotely, they may not be admitted into the lesson straight away. So please make sure you know what time your 

child either needs to arrive at school or join their lessons remotely.  
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Zoom school 

We are really pleased with the positive feedback we have received from parents and children about our online 

lessons. The teachers too, have commented on how lovely it is to be able to see all of their class every day and 

provide daily lessons for all children.  

There are some important rules and expectations that we ask parents, carers and children to keep in mind when 

attending lessons online.  

 Clothing: Whilst we don’t expect children at home to wear their school uniform (unless they want to!) it is 

important that children attend the online lessons wearing suitable clothing. Please make sure that all 

children are dressed appropriately for the day and not still wearing their pyjamas. 

 Backgrounds: Make sure that there are no inappropriate images or objects in the background that could be 

visible to other learners online. This includes any virtual backgrounds.  

 Names: In order to safely identify the people wanting to join the lessons, whilst also safeguarding children’s 

full identity, please make sure that children’s first names are used when joining lessons remotely as opposed 

to nicknames. If your teacher can’t recognize the name of a user, they may not be invited into the lesson.  

 Cameras on: We do ask that children’s cameras are kept on for the duration of any online lessons. This is not 

only a safeguarding precaution but also helps the teacher see who is engaging with the lesson or who may 

need some help or assistance.  

 Parents and carers: Whilst we acknowledge that some of our younger children require assistance when 

taking part in online lessons, we do respectfully ask for parents to remain as ‘off-camera’ as possible for the 

duration of the lessons.  

 Interruptions: Online participants will be automatically muted upon entry to the lessons and should remain 

muted unless the teacher unmutes you or asks that you unmute yourself. This reduces any background noise 

which will help all the other learners to focus. We also ask that parents and carers do not interrupt the 

lesson with direct questions or comments. The chat function can be used to communicate with the teacher if 

there are any problems but please be patient for a response.   

 Behaviour and safeguarding: So far, the children’s behaviour online has been fantastic! It is important to be 

aware however, that any persons behaving in an inappropriate or unsafe manner will be removed from the 

lesson.  

 

As I have said, the feedback from our online lessons has been really positive. I am sure that there may still be some 

technical hiccups along the way as we develop the way in which we use the technology. As always, I thank you in 

advance for your patience in these instances and please be rest-assured that we are working as hard as we can to 

keep the learning experience for all children smooth and successful! 

Celebration Assemblies 

This week we have tried to hold the celebration assemblies online so that they can be shared with everyone both in 

school and at home.  We apologise if you have experienced a problem in accessing the assemblies, and we hope to 

ensure that any issues are resolved for the coming weeks.  


