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Hello, 

This week, we talked to the children about the value of assessment or, to put it plainly, finding 

out what children know and don’t know. This is a really important part of the learning process 

and enables teachers to better meet the needs of children. Finding out what children don’t 

know yet is, as I always used to say to my class, more useful to teachers than finding out what 

they do know.  

During this period of lockdown, trying to find out how children’s learning is progressing is 

particularly challenging. After all, how do you know what children have understood when they 

are not all in front of you and you can’t review their written work on a daily basis? 

Our teachers will be using a range of strategies to help them find out more about your child’s 

knowledge and understanding of what has been taught. This might include online quizzes, the 

use of mini-whiteboards, chat functions on zoom or invitations to send work in electronically. 

We know that nobody likes to be ‘wrong’ and this was the focus of our conversations with the 

children this week because sometimes, being wrong, really helps. We shared a video all about 

the importance of accurate assessment and I would urge all families to watch it. I promise it is 

more interesting than it sounds! You can watch it by clicking here.   

We are really pleased with how our blended learning approach has started and, while it will 

never be the same as actually being in school, we hope that it is helping children continue with 

their learning during this challenging time.  

Thank you, 

Tim Browse 

Lockdown Laws 
 

Please remember that during this lockdown, households should not be mixing. This includes children having 

playdates or meeting up with friends outside of school. We have been made aware of some children who have met 

up with their friends outside of school. Lockdown is really difficult for everyone especially children who may be 

missing their friends but this should not be happening. If we become aware that children who are attending school 

are mixing, unnecessarily, with other households, we may no longer be able to accommodate them in school. 

Class Emails 

We have recently set up class emails to make it easier for parents to share examples of their children’s work with the class 

teacher. It is worth saying that the teachers will control the flow of communication with these new emails. It is unlikely that 

teachers will have the time to respond to individual messages in the same way that they would have if you had ‘caught them 

on the playground’. Please make sure that you are guided by the class teachers with regards to how the class email system will 

work for your child and be aware that this system may vary from class to class.  

Parents can still communicate with staff via the main school email and all messages are forwarded on. We aim to respond to 

any messages within a five-day period depending on urgency.  

https://youtu.be/UoGkbZQ3KLY
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Zoom Etiquette 
 

A reminder about the expected behaviour for joining lessons remotely: 
 

 Interruptions: Online participants will be automatically muted upon entry to the lessons and should remain 

muted unless the teacher unmutes you or asks that you unmute yourself. This reduces any background noise 

which will help all the other learners focus. We also ask that parents and carers do not interrupt the lesson 

with direct questions or comments. The chat function can be used to communicate with the teacher if there 

are any problems but please be patient for a response. 
 

 Clothing: Whilst we don’t expect children at home to wear their school uniform (unless they want to!) it is 

important that children attend the online lessons wearing suitable clothing. Please make sure that all 

children are dressed appropriately for the day and not still wearing their pyjamas. 
 

 Backgrounds: Make sure that there are no inappropriate images or objects in the background that could be 

visible to other learners online. This includes any virtual backgrounds. 
 

 Names: In order to safely identify the people wanting to join the lessons, whilst also safeguarding children’s 

full identity, please make sure that children’s first names are used when joining lessons remotely as opposed 

to nicknames. If your teacher can’t recognize the name of a user, they may not be invited into the lesson. 
 

 Cameras on: We do ask that children’s cameras are kept on for the duration of any online lessons. This is not 

only a safeguarding precaution but also helps the teacher see who is engaging with the lesson or who may 

need some help or assistance. 
 

 Parents and carers: Whilst we acknowledge that some of our younger children require assistance when 

taking part in online lessons, we do respectfully ask for parents to remain as ‘off-camera’ as possible for the 

duration of the lessons. 
 

 Behaviour and safeguarding: So far, the children’s behaviour online has been fantastic! It is important to be 

aware however, that any persons behaving in an inappropriate or unsafe manner will be removed from the 

lesson. 

Lockdown lunches and meal plans 

Change4Life have created recipes and shopping lists for families which can be used to create lunches 

for around £15 each week. Please visit the link below for tips and ideas. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas
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Library News 

The children have written some great book reviews on the books they have been enjoying, which brings me to 

announce the winners of the Book Review Competition. 

Book Review Competition Winners. 

I was very impressed with the reviews and they certainly made me want to grab these books and read them.  

Congratulation’s to Huxley in Aurora for his review on the Tom Gates Book 4. Genius Ideas (Mostly) By Liz Pichon. 

Erin in Sirius who read a Beano Annual, Erin's love of The Beano really showed.   

Ollie in Aquila whose Non-Fiction Review of the book Mammals was very informative.   

Ellie in Saturn had two great reviews and I loved that her dad also recommended the Magical Adventures Of The 

Wishing Chair By Enid Blyton.  

I will be in touch with you all to choose your prize. 

I would also like to thank the following children for their book reviews, I hope it will inspire you to write more as it 

will certainly help others when choosing a book to read. 

Year Six:  James (Asteroid), Sophie (Asteroid),  Alice (Aurora),  Evelyn (Aurora),  Kayden (Asteroid) and Rahma  

(Aurora).   

Year Five: Must have a special mention as the reviews were great, and it was very hard to decide on an overall 

winner. 

 A Special thanks to Dexter in Polaris for his very informative Non-Fiction review of The First World War 1914 - 

1918. 

Vivian in Sirius with two reviews and I would now really like to read Book- 1. Eragon by Christopher Paolini. 

Rajan in Sirius shared his love of The Diary of a Wimpy Kid and told us how funny it was plus his recommendation 

for his favourite book of the series so far. 

Oskarin Capella for Why the Whales Came, by Michael Morpurgo.  

Thanks to Freya (Sirius),  Lola (Polaris),  Ava (Capella),  Coco (Capella),  Mélodie (Polaris),  Elizabeth (Capella) 

and Thomas (Sirius).   

Year Four: 

Amy Rose (Aquila), Theo (Phoenix) and Omar (Phoenix). 

And finally, a big thanks to Jack B in Year Three.  

I will print all of your reviews and have them on display in the Library.  

If you would like to read the reviews, then next time you log into Libresoft Library click on the Reviews button to 

get some inspiration:  

 

  

If you look at "Your Recent Books" you can also see it asks you to Leave a Review, we would love to hear what you 

think of your latest reads.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need help writing your review then please read, Miss McDonald’s Guide to writing a successful Book Review 

on page 4. 
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