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Hello, 

What a week! It’s been absolutely lovely to welcome all the children back to school. Since 

Monday, the playgrounds, corridors, classrooms and halls have all been a lot noisier than they 

have been these past couple of months but we have quickly got used to that! And, it has been 

worth it to see the children so happy; back at school, with their friends and with their teachers 

as they work and play. 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who have supported us with the smooth running of the 

day by sticking to the staggered timings and the various entry/exit gates. This really makes it 

easier for us to manage so many people coming onto the site in the mornings and afternoons. 

Please remember to space yourselves out  if you are waiting on the playground, and that we do 

expect all adults to wear a mask when on site. 

I hope you all have a lovely, if a little windy, weekend and I look forward to seeing you all next 

week.  

Thank you, 

Tim Browse 

Stratos Galley - Term 4 

A reminder that we will be keeping our existing menu until Easter. Week one of the current menu will commence on Monday 

15th March. 

Cohort reorganisation for 2021-22 

Air Balloon is a four-form entry school which means that we organise each year group into four classes so as to accommodate 

up to 120 children in each year group. Next year, we will be making a change to our current Year 2 cohort. When this year 

group start Year 3 in September, they will be organised into three classes instead of four. This is due to fewer children being in 

this cohort, making it possible to organise them into three classes of 30 children. We expect this change to be in place for the 

rest of their time at Air Balloon. All other year groups will continue to be organised into four classes. This change, in 

September, has been agreed by governors and the Local Authority and will not affect the quality of education the children in 

this cohort receive. If you have any questions about this change in September, please feel free to write to Mr Browse and the 

governors.  

Lost Property 

Lazo in Neptune has lost his black Adidas coat. Emrah and Eloise from Apollo have both lost their black coats 

which both have fur around the hood.  If found please hand into the school office to be returned to the class. 

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

We have vacancies for an SMSA and a cleaner.  If you are interested in finding out more about the positions, 

visit our website, for the link to our advert on eTeach. Application forms are available from the school office.  

www.abhps.com/vacancies 

http://www.abhps.com/vacancies
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Covid Tests for households of school pupils 

The government have announced that all households and support bubbles who have children attending a school setting are 

eligible to 2 free Lateral Flow Tests each week.  If you’re a member of a household, childcare bubble or support bubble of 

school staff or a pupil, you can get a twice-weekly test: 

 by collecting a home test kit from a test site 

 by ordering a home test kit online  

You can find out more about this scheme by visiting:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-

and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff 

Unfortunately, the school is not able to provide test kits to parents and carers, however, you can collect 2 packs of test kits 

(each containing 7 tests) from the local test site - COVID Test Finder (test-and-trace.nhs.uk)  Our nearest Lateral Flow Test 

collection point is Netham Park (open 1-7pm every day) or you can order test kits by post if you are unable to get to a 

collection point - please follow this link to order: https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests.   

Collecting test kits is quick and easy - you can just go to Netham Park and ask for the test kits - no appointment is necessary 

and you don’t need to give any personal information.   

What twice-weekly testing involves 

You will be asked to: 

 take a test twice a week (every 3 or 4 days apart) 

 report every result to NHS Test and Trace on the same day you take the test 

 Report your test result online or by calling 119. 

If anyone tests positive or gets coronavirus symptoms, they should tell the school and: 

 self-isolate immediately 

 get a PCR test to confirm the result 

 follow the stay at home guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 

A negative result means the test did not find signs of coronavirus. But this does not guarantee you do not have coronavirus, so 

you should keep following all coronavirus advice including: 

 regular handwashing 

 social distancing 

 wearing a face covering where recommended 

Dog Fouling 

It has been reported by a parent that there is a lot of dog mess in the lane. 

Our site team check the lane in the mornings to remove any detritus that has arrived overnight. However, you can help by 

reporting any mess to the Council directly. 

If you notice any dog mess on the pavements and footpaths on your way to and from school, please report this to Bristol City 

Council Street Cleaning Team by logging it online https://www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/dog-fouling. 

For other street cleaning issues report it to: https://www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/street-that-needs-cleaning 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/dog-fouling.
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/streets-travel/street-that-needs-cleaning
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Library News 

This week we have celebrated International Women’s day and some of our favourite books.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also started counting our reading minutes for the 200 Million Minutes Reading Challenge.    

David Gandy 200 Million Minutes Reading Challenge at Achievement for All 

We know that introducing all children and young people to the habit of reading in everyday life can improve communications 

skills and brighten future prospects, unlocking new worlds and possibilities. 

Minutes are entered from Tuesday 4th March 2021 and the competition will close at 5pm on Wednesday 31st March 2021.  

Please let your teacher know if you have completed Reading Minutes at home. If you read for an hour at the weekend, then 

we can log 60 minutes’ reading time. If you read for 5 minutes a night that’s 35 extra minutes we can add to our total. As a 

whole school we have reached just over 83,050 minutes which is great, but we also need to count the minutes that you are 

reading at home. Please let your teacher know how much time you spend reading at home to add to our school total.  You can 

make a minute tally or print out the ones below.  
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Please return your Library book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can all overdue books be returned to school please! 

If you are unsure that you have a book out, please log in to your Library page and see if you have a book 

on loan. 

I appreciate that lots of books were taken home in the first Lockdown and some have been misplaced, 

damaged and /or lost.  

I cannot issue a new book until I know the details of the existing loan. Please either return the book or 

send me an email at  library@abhps.com to let me know what has happened to it.  

All books should be returned to the quarantine box in the dinner halls or Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          Thanks,  

                                                                                                                       Ms McDonald 


