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Hello, 

We will shortly be working out the classes for next year. As you can imagine, for such a large 

school, this is quite a task. We use a range of information to help us generate the classes and our 

aim is to: 

 Provide children with opportunities to mix with children they may not know as well, yet.  

 Provide a broad and balanced range of abilities and personalities in each class.  

It is really important that the teachers make a significant contribution to the creation of the new 

classes. As professionals, who know the children as learners in a classroom, their insight is 

invaluable. Friendship groups are really important but so too is learning compatibility.  

It is important that the children contribute to this process as well and they will have an 

opportunity to have their say. Following on from other years, we are asking the children to select 

up to four other pupils, from across the year group, who support their GEM power! This way the 

children will be focusing on friends who support their learning as well as children they get on with 

in class. This does not mean that all children will be guaranteed a place in a class with all four 

nominated friends, but their thoughts - combined with the teachers’– should ensure that the 

classes are positively mixed. 

The view of parents and carers is also important. I would ask you to talk to your child about who 

would be a positive influence on their time in class. (Ask them who will help them with their 

ruby/diamond/emerald/sapphire power!) Additionally, if you have some specific requests that 

you would like the school to consider, or if you don’t wish your child to take part in the 

consultation, please email class@abhps.com. Please get in touch, with any views you wish us to 

consider, by Friday 21st May.  If you made specific requests in previous years, and you would like 

them to be considered again this year, please take the time to outline your thoughts to us again.  

I will write to you again later, to outline our transition arrangements for this year and how 

children, parents and carers will be informed of their new classes. Mrs Knight, our inclusion 

leader, will also be putting in place additional transition support for those children who will need 

some extra preparation for the year ahead. If you have any particular concerns about your child’s 

transition please make an appointment with her to discuss it further.  

I know that changing classes can be an exciting, and sometimes nervous time, for children and 

parents. Please know that we are committed to making the right decisions for all children and we 

will work with you to make sure the transition into next year is as smooth as possible.  

Thanks,  

Tim Browse 

Term Dates for 2020-2021      Term Dates for 2021-2022    

Term 5 - Monday 19 April 2021 to Friday 28 May 2021  Term 1 Thursday 2 September 2021 – Friday 22 October 2021 

Term 6 - Monday 7 June 2021 to Wednesday 21 July 2021 Term 2 Monday 1 November 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021 

          Term 3 Tuesday 4 January 2022 – Friday 18 February 2022 

          Term 4 Monday 28 February 2022 – Friday 8 April 2022 

          Term 5 Monday 25 April 2022 – Friday 27 May 2022 

          Term 6 Monday 6 June 2022 – Friday 22 July 2022 
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Farewell Mrs Hennys 

Mrs Hennys, our Family Support Worker and Designated Safeguarding Leader, will be leaving Air 

Balloon at the end of this term. Many of you, and your children, will have met and worked with Mrs 

Hennys over the years and I know that her departure from Air Balloon will be a source of sadness for 

many people. She has been a great champion of our children and has supported many families and members of staff in helping 

to keep the children of Air Balloon happy and safe.  

She will be a huge loss to Air Balloon but we all wish her well as she begins her journey to becoming a social worker. I know 

you will all join me in saying ‘goodbye and we’ll miss you’ to Mrs Hennys whilst wishing her all the very best for her future.   

Senior Leadership Changes – New Assistant Head appointed 

Next year will see some changes to the structure of the school’s senior leadership team. 

I will still be Headteacher (phew, I hear you say) and Miss Liley will continue to be our Deputy Head. 

Mrs Knight will continue to be our Assistant Head although her main responsibilities will be changing from inclusion to 

safeguarding and pastoral support.  

This means that we will also have a new Assistant Head with responsibility for inclusion and I am very pleased to announce 

that Mrs Hennessy was successfully appointed to this role last week.  

Mrs Hennessy is one of our Year 5 teachers and currently leads Reading across the school. She is very excited to be our new 

Assistant Head next year and she will be working closely with Mrs Knight, over the next few weeks, in preparation for the role 

so she is ready to support our children with SEND and children in care come September.  

I am sure you all join me in congratulating Mrs Hennessy on this new and exciting chapter in her time at Air Balloon.  

Year 6 Parents 

Parents and carers whose children are going to BBA in September, you should have received an email from the 

school today regarding their transition days. If you have not received the email please check your junk or spam 

folder.  If you still can’t find it, please speak to the school office. 

Eid 

If any of our families are celebrating Eid next week and your child/ren will be absent for the celebrations, please 

can you let us know on the morning of the absence via ParentMail or by phoning the absence line on 0117 9030077 

Option 1. Thank you. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families who are celebrating, a very happy Eid for next week.  


