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Hello and welcome back to school for the final term of the academic year! 

I hope you all managed to enjoy the half term break and, fingers crossed, we will enjoy a fun 

packed Term 6 that will take us nicely into the summer holidays. There is always quite a lot going 

on during this term – end of year reports, sports days, transition days, saying farewell to our Year 

6 children, welcoming our new Reception intake – so please keep an eye on the newsletter for 

important information and dates.  

It has been a positive start to the term this week 

and it has been lovely to see the children working 

hard and enjoying being back with their friends in 

the playground or on our fields. For the most part, 

the weather has been on our side and we were 

even treated to a dramatic sky yesterday during 

the partial solar eclipse. This was captured by Mr 

Murphy, one of our site team, in this photo. Let us 

hope that the run of (mostly) nice weather 

continues throughout June and July.  

Enjoy your weekend,  

Tim Browse 

Goodbye 

At the end of this term we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Wilde who is leaving to move to the 

USA. She is hoping to continue her teaching career there for the next few years. 

We are also saying goodbye to Mr Morton who is relocating to another part of the country. 

We will miss Mrs Wilde and Mr Morton but wish them all the very best of luck for their new 

ventures. 

Safe Road crossing 

Please can you remind your children who cross with Rose to wait until she is in the 

middle of the road before starting to cross.  There have been a number of children 

recently who have started to cross before it is safe to do so. 

Message from Hillside Preschool 

The time that everyone thought would never happen has come, Mrs Llewellin is retiring!!! After 32 years of 

teaching, Bev has decided to step back at the end of the school year. 

Although she wouldn’t want any fuss, we can’t let this momentous occasion pass without celebrating it. Many, many of your 

children (and parents!) have passed through the preschool. If you would like to make a donation for a gift and give a card 

please deliver into the safe hands of  Mrs Briody. Thank you very much. 

Masks 

Please can we remind parents/carers that masks must be worn when you are on the school site, even in the 

playgrounds, as social distancing cannot always be maintained. 
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COVID UPDATES 

You may have heard that in some areas of the UK (including Bristol), rates of infection have escalated 

significantly over the last 6 weeks, with the Delta Variant being a key driver of this increase. There has also 

been an increase of COVID cases in Primary and Secondary schools.  

Although National Public Health guidance has not changed, we do encourage families to be extra vigilant 

during this time. It is really important that we do everything we can to make sure there is no additional risk to the wider 

community.  

We will continue to have all of our COVID precautions in place which include: 

Instruct all visiting adults to wear a mask when on site including parents/carers at drop-off and pick-up times; 

Swiftly self-isolate, and seek PCR testing, for anyone in school who displays any of the main symptoms of COVID-19 (a high 

temperature, a new and continuous cough, a loss or change in taste or smell); 

Identify, and instruct the immediate self-isolation, of any close contacts of persons who have received a positive PCR test.  

Encourage all identified close contacts of a person who has received a positive PCR test, to arrange a PCR test for themselves 

to check whether they are also infected – please note that they will still have to self-isolate for the full 10 days if they have a 

negative result. 

Here is some additional information about how we can help stop the spread of COVID in our community. 

LFD Testing 

What has been apparent is that many of the younger children who have tested positive for COVID have been asymptomatic. 

Parents who choose to use the free packs of LFD tests, to twice weekly test members of their household, will really help aid 

the early identification of COVID in children and prevent the virus spreading in schools.  

To order free packs of LFD testing kits, click here.  

PCR Testing 

You should book a PCR test if: 

You have taken an LFD test which has provided a positive result. 

You have developed any of the COVID symptoms. (A high temperature, a new and continuous cough, a loss or change in taste 

or smell); 

You have been a close contact to someone who has returned a positive PCR test result 

To book a PCR test, click here.   

Vaccination 

Latest evidence is that the Delta variant is more infectious than previous strains however the vaccine appears effective, once 2 

doses have been completed, in preventing infection and / or severe illness. This has led to additional work to bring forward the 

second vaccination towards 8 weeks rather than the original 12-week gap between doses. All people aged 25+ are now eligible 

for a vaccine as are any persons who are identified as being at risk due to a health condition.  

Hats and Water Bottles 

Please remember to send your children into school with a sun hat and water bottle every day.  We also 

recommend applying an 8 hour sun screen in the morning which will protect them over the lunchtime period. 

Please remind your children that unless they have their water bottle they will not be allowed to go to the field 

at lunchtime. 

Book Bags 

Book bags are now in stock and can be purchased from the school office at £5.50 each 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Sports Days 

Reminder that sports days are being held on the following dates and times. Parents are invited to watch, 

however numbers are limited to one adult per child.  

Tuesday 6th July      Thursday 8th July      

Year 5 – 9:15am to 10:45am    Year 3 - 9:15am to 10:45am 

Year 6 – 11:00am to 12:30pm    Year 4 - 11:00am to 12:30pm 

Wednesday 7th July 

Year 2 – 9:15am to 10:30am 

Year 1 – 10:45am to 11:45am 

Reception -  1:00pm to 2:00pm 

Lates 

Over recent weeks, we have seen a significant increase in the number of children arriving late for school.  Not only does this 

impact on their teaching and learning time, but it disrupts the class and teacher and means children miss out on key messages 

at the start of the day.  Children who arrive late often feel embarrassed when walking into class and it can cause them 

unnecessary worry and anxiety.  Please help us by ensuring your child arrives on time every day at the time allocated for their 

year group and use the correct entrance: 

*Reception parents will use a one-way exit loop around the building to access their nearest exit gate.  

**Year 6 children are the only year group permitted to walk through the main foyer to reach their classes.   

FAB Logo Competition – It’s not too late to enter! 

We’ve had some great entries so far, but we would love to see more so we’ve extended the deadline to Wednesday 30th 

June… There’s still plenty of time to enter your design. 

We want as many Air Balloon pupils as possible to enter our competition to design a new logo for FAB.  The chosen design will 

feature as the official FAB logo appearing on all our advertising, volunteer T-shirts, the website and Facebook page. 

You can use the template attached, or pick one up from the school office, to draw your design.  We want it to be as colourful 

and eye catching as possible, and our only requirements are the letters FAB appear somewhere on the logo and it’s in colour 

(no collage or sticking). 

Once it’s completed, make sure you add your name and class and hand into the office by Wednesday 30th June.   

The chosen design will receive an amazing art set as well as having their design chosen as the FAB logo! 

Good Luck! 

Year group Entrance Drop off/pick-up Location Drop-off time Pick-up time 

Reception* Hill Side Gate EYFS area outside classes 9:00 3:20 

Year 1 Hill Side Gate Y1 area outside classes 8:50 3:10 

Year 2 Main Gate Front playground 8:50 3:10 

Year 3 Hill Side Gate Middle playground 8:40 3:10 

Year 4 Top Playground Gate Top playground 8:40 3:10 

Year 5 Top Playground Gate Top playground 8:50 3:20 

Year 6** Main Gate Y6 terrace 8:30 3:20 

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

New positions have been added this week to our eteach job vacancies page.  

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934 

 

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
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Instrumental Lessons from September 

Bristol Plays Music provide tutors for the following instruments : Piano, Drums, Guitar, Violin, Flute and Clarinet.  Piano lessons 

cost £11.50 per week (individual lesson) and the other instruments cost £6 per week for a paired lesson.  

Lessons are taught in school during the school day for year 3 children and above. 

If you are interested, please ask for further details from the school office. 

Future Stars Coaching - Year 3 

Spaces still available, please visit 

www.futurestarscoaching.co.uk to 

book your child's place. 

Air Balloon Surgery Car Park 

We were very disappointed to have received a call from Air Balloon Surgery regarding some members of our school 

community continuing to park in the surgery’s car park at school drop off and pick up times. 

A recent covid vaccination session was disrupted because patients were not able to park, and we were informed that surgery 

staff often receive verbal abuse when they approach our parents/carers asking them to park elsewhere.  This is extremely 

disappointing to hear.  

Please remember, that although you may be a patient of Air Balloon Surgery, you may only use their car park for your own 

genuine surgery appointments.  At all other times, the car park is needed for other members of the community who are 

attending appointments. 

Air Balloon Surgery operates a ‘parking eye’ system, and anyone found to be contravening the parking arrangements may 

receive a parking penalty. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 

http://www.futurestarscoaching.co.uk
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FAB LOGO COMPETITION 

 

CLOSING DATE – WEDNESDAY 30
TH

 JUNE 2021 

NAME ……………………………………………  CLASS ……………………………… 
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