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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 37 

2nd July 2021 

Hello, 

It has been quite the week for pupil voice at Air Balloon! Firstly, two children wrote to me last 

week to express their concern that girls felt excluded from playing football at lunchtimes. I took 

this opportunity to talk to the children, during Monday’s assembly, about the role all citizens can 

play in highlighting inequalities in society with a view to bringing about positive change.   

This was followed by a respectful and peaceful demonstration on Monday, by some of our girls 

and boys, to articulate their point of view on football at playtimes. Following this, I received 

another letter from some children who, inspired by the demonstration, had come up with a plan 

of how to make football at lunchtime fairer for everyone.  

And it didn’t stop there, I also received an extremely well-written letter from a Year 6 class with 

some suggestions for school lunches. The quality of the writing was brilliant and their points were 

really well argued. I would also add that they were very complimentary about our school lunches 

and acknowledged the hard work of our Kitchen Team.  

What this week has demonstrated is that our children have a clear understanding of equality and 

equity when it comes to life at Air Balloon. They have also shown themselves to be kind and 

respectful when presenting their views. I was a very proud Headteacher this week and I look 

forward to working with the school’s senior leaders and other members of staff to see how we 

can address the points that they raised.  

Well done, kids*! 

Tim Browse 

*In particular, Arianna, Eliza, Ava, Olivia and children from Asteroid class.  
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In this week’s newsletter: 

Reports, parent meetings and transition arrangements 

Your child’s report will be sent home to you on Tuesday 13th July. Following this, there will be an opportunity for you to talk to 

your child’s teacher about their report if you wish. These additional parent meetings will be shorter than our usual meetings 

and they are optional.  

The parent meetings will be scheduled for Wednesday 14th July and Thursday 15th July for most classes. An invitation for 

parents and carers to book their time will be sent shortly. These meetings are an additional chance to talk to your child’s 

teacher about their year as we recognise that there have been limited opportunities to do so throughout the year. However, as 

I mentioned earlier, please be advised that these meetings will be shorter than our usual meetings.  

Parents and children will find out their new class on Friday 16th July. It is important that children are in school on Monday 19th 

July for their moving-up day as this will allow them to meet their new teachers and become familiar with the other children in 

their class. We have taken great care to ensure that all children have been placed with at least one of their selected peers in 

their new class. We know that this time of year can cause some anxiety – and even some initial disappointment – but I would 

like to reassure you that we have been talking about ‘change’ all term and staff will be on hand to support children during their 

transition to their new class.  

The teachers will also be making introductory videos to welcome their new classes – and provide a face to a name for parents 

and carers – which will be uploaded to our school YouTube channel nearer the end of the year. This is to support our transition 

arrangements in light of the fact that we cannot welcome parents into the school building as we would normally do.  
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Sports Days 

Please remember that the children have Sports Days next week.  As Mr Browse has explained previously, unfortunately we are 

unable to invite parents and carers to watch Sports Days this year due to Covid restrictions. However, we will be taking lots of 

photographs of the events and will upload these to our website - www.abhps.com/events/ 

Please see below for the t-shirt colours for each class. Coloured stickers will be supplied for reception classes. 

 Red Yellow Blue Green White 

Year 1 Earth Mars Mercury Venus  

Year 2 Voyager Apollo Endeavour Discovery  

Year 3 Neptune Jupiter Saturn Titan  

Year 4 Orion Pegasus Phoenix Aquila  

Year 5 Vega  Capella Polaris Sirius 

Year 6 Meteor  Asteroid Comet Aurora 

ParentMail 

Since ParentMail changed to IRIS, we have noticed that some of the emails we are sending are not being sent directly to your 

email but are being combined into a 'Daily Digest' report and sent once a day, meaning that some parents are missing out on 

key communications.  In order to ensure you continue to receive all of the messages we are sending, please update the email 

preferences on your app. 

To update your preferences 

 Click on the 3 white lines at the top left of the app 

 Choose Settings from the menu (if updating on the website, go straight to Settings) 

 Choose Email Preferences 

 Select Email Settings and toggle across to receive emails as well as messages to the App. 

 

 

 

 

From September, we will be changing our communications provider to Arbor. Over the course of the new academic year, the 

new system will replace a number of our school systems and enable us to make communications more streamlined for parents 

and carers.  We will be sending more information in the coming weeks about the new App and how you can register your 

account.  

Term 6 Parents' Evening 

Children will bring their end of year reports home on 13th July ahead of the Term 6 Parents' Evenings on 14th and 15th 

July.  Parents' Evenings will be held remotely again this term, using SchoolCloud. If you would like to book an appointment to 

discuss your child's report, you can do this on SchoolCloud from 12 noon on Saturday - https://airballoon.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

Please note that Apollo Class appointments will be on 12th and 13th July, Mars will be on 13th and 14th, Jupiter on 13th 14th 

and 15th and Sky just on 13th July.  All other classes will have appointments available on 14th and 15th July. 

Library News 

Please return all Library books to school. There are large lidded quarantine boxes in each hall for 

children to drop their books into. 

If you are unsure if your child has a library book please log on to the Libresoft Library website and 

use your child’s library login and password to check current loans (this can be found in their Reading Record Book). 

Please use the following link: https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/8013441-6jxfwmv3syoc1kaqm6uu-abhps/  

http://www.abhps.com/events/
https://airballoon.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/8013441-6jxfwmv3syoc1kaqm6uu-abhps/
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Message from Hillside Preschool 

The time that everyone thought would never happen has come, Mrs Llewellin is retiring!!! After 32 years of 

teaching, Bev has decided to step back at the end of the school year. 

Although she wouldn’t want any fuss, we can’t let this momentous occasion pass without celebrating it. Many, many of your 

children (and parents!) have passed through the preschool. If you would like to make a donation for a gift and give a card 

please deliver into the safe hands of  Mrs Briody. Thank you very much. 

Advance Notice of Road Closure 

Please be advised that a small section of Hillside Road (outside Air Balloon Surgery) will be closed between 12th July 2021 and 

11th July 2022, whilst building work is carried out on the corner. The road may not be closed permanently, however please be 

prepared for traffic disruption over the next 12 months and seek an alternative route to school - ensuring you leave extra time 

to take the longer diversion. 

Covid-19 Symptoms 

Please remember that if your child displays any symptoms of Covid, no matter how mild, they MUST get a PCR Test and the 

whole household MUST isolate until the test results are received.    

When anyone displays any Covid symptoms, Lateral Flow Tests (those that you do at home and return a result within 30 

minutes) do not provide a valid result - they can give a false negative - therefore, we have to insist on children getting a PCR 

test (the ones you book through 119 and go to a testing centre for).  Parents who are patients at Air Balloon Surgery may have 

received a text message from the surgery this week confirming this is the case. 

Please do not be offended if we call you to ask you to collect children from school who are displaying symptoms and get them 

a PCR test - we have to follow these procedures in order to keep the whole school community safe.  We also ask that you 

confirm the test results with us BEFORE sending your child back to school. 

School Uniform Orders – online ordering 

We are pleased to announce that you are now able to place orders for school uniform direct with our supplier.  

Please visit  

https://www.aws-ltd.co.uk/product-category/children/schoolwear/air-balloon-hill-primary/ 

to see the list of uniform items available and to place your order direct.  Orders can be posted to your home (charges apply) or 

delivered to school to be given to your child to take home (free of charge). 

We are currently in the process of changing our administration systems to a new provider.  Whilst we are still happy to accept 

school uniform orders via the school office and SCOPAY at the current time, this will change later in the year.  We will update 

you in due course. 

Lost Property 

Inder in Phoenix class has lost his Black Calvin Klein jacket. If found please hand into the school office to be 

returned to the class. Thank you. 
 

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

New positions have been added this week to our eteach job vacancies page.  

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934 

Dropping off your children 

We have had several parents say that it has been difficult for their children to arrive at school safely due to the numbers of 

adults waiting outside the school gates in the mornings. Some children are having to step out into the road as they make their 

journey to school. Remembering your child’s drop-off time will help reduce the number of people trying to access the school 

site at any one time 

https://www.aws-ltd.co.uk/product-category/children/schoolwear/air-balloon-hill-primary/
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934

