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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 39 

16th July 2021 

Hello, 

As we approach the end of the year, we are preparing ourselves to say goodbye to staff who will 

be leaving Air Balloon at the end of the year. One person who has been a committed member of 

staff for many years is Miss Rawcliffe. With that in mind, here she is to wish you all farewell.  

Enjoy your weekend and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible for the last three 

days of school.  

Tim Browse  
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In this week’s newsletter: 

FAB Logo Competition 

Wow…..what a fantastic selection of designs to choose from for our Logo Competition. We were 

blown away by the creativity and thought which went into your entries - thank you so much to 

everyone who entered! 

We are delighted to announce that the winning design, as chosen by our FAB committee, is 

by…..Eliza from Phoenix class!  A huge FAB CONGRATULATIONS to you.  Here is a sneaky peak of the 

winning design which will be used for FAB’s literature, committee T-shirts, Website and Facebook 

from September onwards. 

Not only will Eliza’s design be used as the FAB logo but she has also won a lovely art set.  

Dear Air Balloon 

I can’t believe the time has come to say goodbye.  I started here in 1995 as a newly qualified 

teacher after previously being a pupil!  This school and community is in my blood and it will 

always be so special to me.  Over the past 26 years I have worked with some fantastic colleagues 

and met some amazing families that have taught me so much and for that I am truly thankful. I 

can’t remember a time where I haven’t wanted to come to work and that is testimony to the 

fabulous place that is Air Balloon Hill Primary and why I have stayed so long. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff that make up Air Balloon –teachers, 

HLTAs, LSAs, support teams, site team, office and tech support, kitchen, SMSAs, afterschool club.  

There is so much that has to happen to make this school run and they all do their jobs with so 

much skill and heart, the school is lucky to have them. I would also like to give shout out to the 

leadership team, Mr Browse, Miss Liley, Mrs Knight and Mrs Bowyer, who have put up with me 

for so long! I will miss them so much.  

And finally, kids and parents / carers of Air Balloon.  You are truly wonderful.  I feel scared and 

excited moving to my new school and I know that things won’t be the same.  I will be taking my 

gem powers with me and will be using lots of emerald power to help me out.  Change is how we 

grow and I know that you will all continue to be superstars. I look forward to hearing all about 

your endeavours over the next few years – yes that’s right, I will still be checking up on you all! 

Thank you for all of the wonderful memories. 

Miss Rawcliffe 
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Arbor and the Arbor App 

We are excited to announce that we will be moving our MIS to Arbor at the end of this 

term.  While we may continue to send emails and updates to you from ParentMail over the 

summer if we need to contact you, from September all of our communications will come 

from Arbor. 

Adopting Arbor will allow us to communicate with you more efficiently and bring all core school data and workflows into one 

system. 

We are really looking forward to getting started with Arbor and invite all of our parents to familiarise themselves using the link 

below. 

Getting started - Log into the Parent Portal and the Arbor App 

Arbor also offers access to many training resources which are completely free for you to make the most of! These can all be 

found here 

We will send further communication on the parental app and how to register nearer to September, please look out for this 

information and register your child when prompted. 

We hope you are looking forward to using this new feature as much as we are! 

If you have any queries please contact Mrs King in the school office or email airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Covid Reporting over the summer 

We would still appreciate you reporting any Covid-19 positive cases to us over the first week of the summer holidays and any 

that will impact on your child being able to return to school in September.  You can email us - airballoonhillp@bristol-

schools.uk.  As explained in the letter from the DfE on page 4, whilst we will not be responsible for contact tracing after 19th 

July, we do still need to be notified of any cases. 

Inset Days 

Bristol have awarded schools two extra INSET days meaning that we will have seven INSETs next year. The following 6 days 

have been confirmed and we will advise the date of the 7th Inset day later in the year. 

1. Thursday 2nd September 2021  

2. Friday 3rd September 2021 

3. Friday 3rd December 2021 

4. Monday 6th December 2021 

5. Friday 1st April 2022 

6. Monday 4th April 2022 

Term Dates for 2021-2022 

Term 1  Thursday 2 September 2021 – Friday 22 October 2021  

Term 2  Monday 1 November 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021 

Term 3  Tuesday 4 January 2022 – Friday 18 February 2022 

Term 4  Monday 28 February 2022 – Friday 8 April 2022 

Term 5  Monday 25 April 2022 – Friday 27 May 2022 

Term 6  Monday 6 June 2022 – Friday 22 July 2022 

 

ParentMail  

Please don't delete your ParentMail App yet - we will still be sending some communications 

out to you by ParentMail until our new Arbor system is fully up and running. We'll let you know when all communications will 

switch to Arbor and send you a welcome email to create your new Arbor account 

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Getting-started-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Arbor-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/sections/201716749-Parent-Portal-and-the-Arbor-App-as-a-parent
mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
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School Uniform Orders – online ordering 

We are pleased to announce that you are now able to place orders for school uniform direct with our supplier.  

Please visit  

https://www.aws-ltd.co.uk/product-category/children/schoolwear/air-balloon-hill-primary/ 

to see the list of uniform items available and to place your order direct.  Orders can be posted to your home (charges apply) or 

delivered to school to be given to your child to take home (free of charge). 

We are currently in the process of changing our administration systems to a new provider.  Whilst we are still happy to accept 

school uniform orders via the school office and SCOPAY at the current time, this will change later in the year.  We will update 

you in due course. 

EID 

We are expecting Eid al-Adha to be celebrated on Tuesday 20th July this year and would like to wish 

our students and families a very happy Eid al-Adha. 

We will authorise one day’s leave from school for pupils to celebrate Eid. Please let the school know 

if your child will be absent on Tuesday 20th July to celebrate Eid. 

Library News 

Reminder to return all Library books to school next week. There are large lidded quarantine boxes in 

each hall for children to drop their books into. 

If you are unsure if your child has a library book please log on to the Libresoft Library website and use your child’s library login 

and password to check current loans (this can be found in their Reading Record Book). 

Please use the following link: https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/8013441-6jxfwmv3syoc1kaqm6uu-abhps/  

Message from Hillside Preschool 

I would like to say a big thankyou for my retirement cards and all the wonderful presents I received from past 

parents, whose children attended Hillside Preschool. It was such a lovely surprise. 

Thank you for your best wishes. 

Bev Llewellin  

Please look out for our final newsletter of the term on Wednesday. 

Menu Change 

Please see page 5 for a change of the menu for the last day of term. 

STOP PRESS... 

Just as we came in from lunch today, we were treated to this lovely display in the sky.  What a 

lovely way to end the week.  

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Don’t forget to check our school website for School Meals Supervisory Assistant vacancies which will be 

advertised shortly. 

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934 

https://www.aws-ltd.co.uk/product-category/children/schoolwear/air-balloon-hill-primary/
https://apps.libresoft.co.uk/8013441-6jxfwmv3syoc1kaqm6uu-abhps/
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
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COVID track and tracing update for schools 

This is an important message to parents and carers from the Department of Education and the NHS.  

As you know, the Prime Minister announced on 12 July that Step 4 of the roadmap would go ahead on 19 July.  

One of the key changes that will take place from 19 July is that schools will no longer be asked to conduct routine contact 

tracing. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with either the positive case – or in the case of 

children – the parents, carers or guardian of the positive case to identify close contacts.  

This letter sets out in more detail below how that process will work and what you need to do if your child tests positive for 

COVID-19. 

Self-isolating and taking a test 

If your child has symptoms, they and other members of the household should self-isolate – and you should inform their 

education or childcare setting. You should immediately order a PCR test for them. If the PCR result is negative, they and other 

members of their household can stop self-isolating (unless instructed to self-isolate for other reasons). If the PCR result is 

positive, they, other members of their household and any close contacts identified by NHS Track and Trace must self-isolate 

until 10 days after the onset of symptoms. 

If your child has a positive result from a lateral flow device (LFD) test, they and other members of the household should self-

isolate – and you should inform their education or childcare setting. You should immediately order a confirmatory PCR test. If 

the confirmatory test is taken within two days and the result is negative, they and other members of their household can stop 

self-isolating (unless instructed to self-isolate for other reasons). If the confirmatory PCR test is positive (or is taken more than 

two days after the LFD), other members of their household and any close contacts identified by NHS Track and Trace must self-

isolate until 10 days after the LFD test. 

PCR tests can be booked online through the NHS Test & Trace website or by calling 119.  

PCR test results will be recorded with NHS Test and Trace automatically, but you should also communicate the result to the 

education or childcare setting during term time or summer provision. 

Contact tracing 

If your child gets a positive PCR test result, NHS Test and Trace will contact you, using the details you registered when ordering 

the PCR test. You and/or your child will be asked a series of specific questions designed to identify who your child has been in 

close contact with. Being in an education or childcare setting with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 will not 

necessarily mean a person is identified as a close contact.  

You will be asked to provide the contact details, if you know them, of any of the individuals – or their parents or guardians – 

who have been identified as close contacts. NHS Test and Trace will then get in touch with these close contacts and provide 

appropriate instructions or advice (see below). 

Self-isolation and/or testing of close contacts 

At present, anyone identified as a close contact is legally required to self-isolate and must not attend their education or 

childcare setting (the only exception is if they are participating in a daily contact testing trial). Anyone identified as a non-

household close contact by NHS Track and Trace must self-isolate until 10 days after the date of their most recent contact with 

that person. If they live in the same household, they must self-isolate until 10 days after the date of that person developing 

symptoms (see point 1 above) or, if that person was asymptomatic, the date of their test (see point 2 above). NHS Test and 

Trace will notify you of the day on which the self-isolation period ends. 

Close contacts are also advised to take a PCR test. If the test result is negative, they must still complete the full self-isolation 

period, as the test will not detect all positive cases. If the result is positive, they will need to self-isolate for a further 10 days – 

and NHS Test and Trace will contact them to identify any close contacts.  

From 16 August, if the close contact is under 18, they will not have to self-isolate (in line with the policy for fully vaccinated 

adults) but will be asked to take an PCR test immediately, other than for very young children identified as non-household 

contacts, and they will not need to self-isolate while awaiting the results of the test. If the PCR test is positive, they will be 

required to self-isolate for 10 days from the date of the test. NHS Test and Trace will then get in touch to identify close 

contacts (see points 5 and 6 above). Further guidance on these changes to self-isolation will be provided shortly. 

We recognise how difficult the past 18 months have been and the sacrifices that all families, education and childcare settings 

have had to make. This has been an enormously challenging time for everyone and we would like to take the opportunity to 

thank you for everything you have done. 
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