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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

This week we have been exploring how to stay safe. A key focus was to talk to the children about
trusted adults – someone they trust who can help them with a problem or a worry. We also
introduced our worry post-box where children can also share any worries that they have. The
worry post-box is reviewed regularly by our Children’s Support Worker, Miss James.
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Knowing who their trusted adults are is a really important part of helping to keep children safe.
For a child, a school trusted adult might be their class teacher or LSA. But it can also be anyone
who works in school whom the child trusts. All of our staff know how to keep children safe and
know what to do if a child shares a worry with them.
On the theme of trusted adults, I thought that it would be a good idea to introduce you to some
of the key trusted adults at Air Balloon – particularly those members of staff whose roles have
changed this year.
Firstly, Mrs Knight who is our Assistant Head responsible for safeguarding and pastoral support.
Mrs Knight manages the school’s safeguarding team. If you have any concerns about a child’s
safety then please contact the school and ask to speak to Mrs Knight. She also manages the
school’s pastoral leaders who support with behaviour and children’s emotional well-being.
Next, we have Mrs Hennessy who is our Assistant Head responsible for inclusion. Mrs Hennessy is
our school SENCO and is responsible for supporting children with special educational or additional
needs. Mrs Hennessy works with children, staff and families to make sure that the provision in
place for children is appropriate and supports their achievement.
I would also like to introduce you to a new member of staff, Mrs Webb who is our new Family
Support Worker. She works on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and is here to offer guidance
and support to families in lots of different ways. Parents and carers are welcome to talk to her in
confidence and she will always seek to support you or signpost you to other services that may be
able to help. Her office is in the foyer just outside the main office.
I hope that this information is useful to you and helps you to better understand some of the roles
that some members of staff have across the school.
I hope you all enjoy your weekend,
Tim Browse

Year Group Presentations
Thank you to those parents and carers who attended the year group presentations this week. We hope you found them useful
and informative. A recording of the presentations will be available on our YouTube channel and sent to you by the end of next
week. Your child’s teacher will send you the link once they have been uploaded.

Stratos Galley
Due to supplier shortages we are experiencing difficulties in purchasing a number of menu items. Please be aware that we may
need to adjust our menu at very short notice. On Monday we will not be able to serve Halal chicken hot dog. Our other options
are still available. We apologise any inconvenience.
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Arbor

Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have registered for their Arbor accounts and set up the
app on their phones. Many of you have also taken the time to update your contact details and children's
information which is quick and easy to do in the app and really helpful for us.
If you haven't yet registered for your account, please do so as soon as possible. From Friday 24th
September, we will no longer be using ParentMail and all communications will come to you via Arbor. If
you would like us to re-send you the registration link, please ask at the school office or email us airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
There has been some confusion about messages in Arbor, with some parents concerned that they have missed
information. So, we wanted to clarify the types of messages you might receive:
In-App Messages - these are short messages which will appear in the app (and as a push-notification if you have that feature
enabled), alerting you to information - for example, a menu change, no lollipop lady on duty or a reminder about swimming or
PE kits.
Emails - these are longer messages, often with attachments, which will be delivered to your email inbox. Please note that
these will not be shown in the Arbor App, they will only be delivered to your email. Please make sure that you have added "no
-reply@mail.arbor-education.com" to your safe senders list as all emails will be sent from Arbor on behalf or Air Balloon Hill
Primary School.
If you have any questions about Arbor please ask at the school office.
Absence Reporting
As we will no longer be using ParentMail, the option to report absences via the app will no longer be possible. Therefore,
please ensure you report all absences by phone before 9am everyday, 0117 903 0077 and select option 1.

Term-time Absences
To assist parents/carers to book holidays and arrange other events please find detailed below the
term dates and inset days for this academic year:
Term 1 Thursday 2 September 2021 – Friday 22 October 2021
Term 2 Monday 1 November 2021 – Friday 17 December 2021
Term 3 Tuesday 4 January 2022 – Friday 18 February 2022
Term 4 Monday 28 February 2022 – Friday 8 April 2022
Term 5 Monday 25 April 2022 – Friday 27 May 2022
Term 6 Monday 6 June 2022 – Friday 22 July 2022
In-Set Dates
Friday 3rd December 2021
Monday 6th December 2021
Friday 1st April 2022
Monday 4th April 2022
(1 date still to be confirmed)
After so much disruption to your child/ren’s education over the last 18 months, the most important thing is that the staff at Air
Balloon and parents/carers work together to get children back into education and attending regularly.
Attending school every day throughout a term helps children and young people maximise their learning in the classroom and
enjoy the benefits of their educational experience. It really does make a difference. Therefore, other than in exceptional
circumstances, it is unlikely that any leave will be authorised by the Headteacher after so much enforced absence from school,
however any request should be put in writing (Term-time Leave Request Forms are available from the foyer, please contact us
on 0117 903 0077 or email airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk if you have any questions).
Family emergencies need careful consideration. It may not always be appropriate or in the best interests of the child to miss
school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members.
Parents/carers are reminded that any unauthorised absences may result in a penalty notice or prosecution. However, every
attempt to resolve parent and carers’ concerns and improve a child’s attendance will be made before any formal action is
considered. It is important that if you have concerns regarding your child’s attendance you speak to your child's teacher or a
member of the school's Attendance Team - Mrs Knight, Mrs Stone or Mrs King.
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Year 7 Applications

We will be sending information to all Year 6 parents and carers later today regarding applying for secondary school
places. Usually, we would invite parents in for a presentation on the application process, but are unable to do so this
year. Please take some time to read the information and use the links for Bristol City Council and South Glos to obtain further
details and to submit your application. If you have any questions about school places, the application process, 'catchment
areas' or anything else, please speak to Mrs King in the school office.
We are looking forward to welcoming Mr Jones, the Principal from BBA, into school on Wednesday to talk to the children
about their open evening on 23rd September. Information about all secondary school open events can be found on our
website - www.abhps.com/year-6
Remember the deadline to apply for a Secondary School place for September 2022 is 31st October 2021.
Masks

Please can we remind parents/carers that masks must be worn when you are on the school site, even in
the playgrounds, as social distancing cannot always be maintained.

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
We have vacancies for SMSA’s and a cleaner. If you are interested in finding out more about the positions,
see pages 4 and 5 or visit our website for the link to our advert on eTeach. Application forms are available
from the school office. www.abhps.com/vacancies
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for this position.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including, ethnicity, gender, transgender, age,
disability, sexual orientation or religion.

Hillside Road Closure
As you are aware, Hillside Road will be closed outside the Air Balloon Surgery until July 2022. We are keen to find out how this
road closure is impacting on your daily journey to and from school. Please can you take a few minutes to complete this survey
to let us know your thoughts: https://forms.office.com/r/mNFJhjsWZf
Thank you.
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