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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

It has been really difficult over the last eighteen months for the school and the parent community
to stay fully connected. I think I speak for everyone when I say that I am very much hoping we will
see a change this year. Today, I met with Emma Dodd and Nic Clift from FAB – Friends of Air
Balloon – and we talked about our aims to re-establish some of the FAB events that were absent
in the school calendar last year.
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FAB is such an important part of the school community. They provide an excellent link between
home and school and arrange events that raise money which is then spent on the children. In the
past, FAB have run events that have helped to fund improvements to our playgrounds and
supported class projects.
I am really looking forward to working with FAB this year to see how we can bring back some of
the most popular events – such as discos and school fayres – in a safe way that everyone can
enjoy. We will also be thinking carefully about how these FAB events can contribute to the
children’s positive experience of being at school.
If you are interested in joining FAB, then do contact them at friends@abhps.com and find out
how you can get involved.
I hope you all enjoy the weekend,
Tim Browse

COVID update
Following our recent COVID risk-assessment review, there will be no changes to the precautions that are in place across the
school including at drop-off and pick-up times. There have been confirmed cases within the school since we have returned
from the summer which serves as a reminder that we must all continue to play our part and follow the school precautions. This
includes wearing a mask when on the school site especially in the mornings and after school. If there are any changes to our
precautions, parents and carers will be informed in writing.
Well Done Inder
Congratulation’s to Inder of Vega class who competed in his first ever Gymnastics event last
weekend and came 1st place to become the South West Grades Champion. Inder will also be
representing the South West at the Men’s Artistic National Grades Finals in November.
He has trained extremely hard and used all his gem powers to achieve this success by working with
his coaches and peers at Bristol Hawks Gymnastics Club.

Roman in Voyager
Roman in Voyager was lucky enough to play some cricket at the County Ground during the interval of the
England Women’s one day game against New Zealand recently. Roman was invited along with his little team of
All Stars from the Bristol West Indian cricket club. Fantastic Roman, we all enjoyed seeing your wonderful
photographs.
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Lost Property

Abdirahman in Aquila class has lost his school jumper. If found please hand in to the school office to be returned
to the class. Thank you.
Library News
It’s been lovely welcoming the children back to the Library with their classes this week and seeing
their enthusiasm in choosing a library book to take home.
We are so lucky to have such a wonderful resource and in the coming weeks there will be more library
news regarding new book arrivals and hopefully further Library openings.
For now, it seems we have a very large number of our library books that have not made it back over the last 18 months. The
library books are easy to distinguish from class reading books as they have a barcode on them and usually a sticker on the
spine with the first three letters of the author.
Please note any books taken home from year one do not have barcodes although they should have the school stamp in them.
Please can everyone have a good look at home for our missing library books.
If you have lost a book, please let me know so I can amend our database. It would be wonderful if you could replace the lost
book or pay a donation towards a new one.
Please look under your beds, behind the couch and in your school bags!
Summer Reading Challenge
A big congratulations to Georgia for finishing the Summer Reading Challenge. I hope everyone else who
finished loved reading all those amazing books. You can still log in to search for ideas on new books to
read.

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
Miss McDonald

Hillside Road Closure
As you are aware, Hillside Road will be closed outside the Air Balloon Surgery until July 2022. We are keen to find out how this
road closure is impacting on your daily journey to and from school. Please can you take a few minutes to complete this survey
to let us know your thoughts: https://forms.office.com/r/mNFJhjsWZf
Thank you.
Year 7 Applications

Last week we sent information to our year 6 parents and carers regarding applying for secondary school places. Usually, we
would invite parents in for a presentation on the application process, but are unable to do so this year. Please take some time
to read the information and use the links for Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council to obtain further details
and to submit your application. If you have any questions about school places, the application process, 'catchment areas' or
anything else, please speak to Mrs King in the school office.
Remember the deadline to apply for a Secondary School place for September 2022 is 31st October 2021.
Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
We have vacancies for SMSAs and a cleaner. If you are interested in finding out more about the positions,
see pages 4 and 5 or visit our website for the link to our advert on eTeach. Application forms are available
from the school office. www.abhps.com/vacancies

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for this position.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including, ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability,
sexual orientation or religion.
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Inset Days / Extra Bank Holiday in 2022

Over the summer, the Local Authority notified schools that they could use 2 additional in-set days this academic year as part of
the Covid-19 response. These were used on the 2nd and 3rd September (they had to be used in Term 1) and this leaves us our
normal 5 inset-days for specific staff training to use throughout the rest of the academic year. As mentioned in last week’s
newsletter, these dates are:
Friday 3rd December 2021
Monday 6th December 2021
Friday 1st April 2022
Monday 4th April 2022 - with 1 date still to be confirmed.
In addition, the school year will finish 1 day early - on Thursday 21st July - this is in lieu of the additional Bank Holiday in 2022
which falls in May half-term.

Arbor
Thank you to all of our parents and carers who have registered for their Arbor accounts and set up the
app on their phones. Many of you have also taken the time to update your contact details and children's
information which is quick and easy to do in the app and really helpful for us.
If you haven't yet registered for your account, please do so as soon as possible. From the end of today,
we will no longer be using ParentMail and all communications will come to you via Arbor. If you would
like us to re-send you the registration link, please ask at the school office or email us - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
There has been some confusion about messages in Arbor, with some parents concerned that they have missed
information. So, we wanted to clarify the types of messages you might receive:
In-App Messages - these are short messages which will appear in the app (and as a push-notification if you have that feature
enabled), alerting you to information - for example, a menu change, no lollipop lady on duty or a reminder about swimming or
PE kits.
Emails - these are longer messages, often with attachments, which will be delivered to your email inbox. Please note that
these will not be shown in the Arbor App, they will only be delivered to your email. Please make sure that you have added "no
-reply@mail.arbor-education.com" to your safe senders list as all emails will be sent from Arbor on behalf of Air Balloon Hill
Primary School.
If you have any questions about Arbor please ask at the school office.
Absence Reporting
As we will no longer be using ParentMail, the option to report absences via the app will no longer be possible. Therefore,
please ensure you report all absences by phone before 9am everyday, 0117 903 0077 and select option 1.
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