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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,
Today sees the start of Black History Month in the UK. Air Balloon has always supported Black
History Month and this year is no exception.

 Message from Mr
Browse

This year, we are focusing on the lives and achievements of significant figures whose
contributions in their line of work have helped shape the world we live in. Inspiring role models
whose stories are perhaps not as well-known as they should be.

 Harvest Festival
 Harvest Season at Air
Balloon Allotment!
 FAB NEWS!
 Hillside Road Closure
 Year 7 Applications
 Year 6 SATS
 School Uniform

 National Burns Day

Miss Liley will be leading some whole school assemblies to share the stories of people such as Ted
Brown and Mae Jameson. In the classroom, the children will be learning about the lives and
achievement of people within the Black community that link with their Inquiry Project.
Black History Month is an important time of year to not only champion diversity and equality but
to also inspire children through the lives of others. I can’t say too much more about the people
the children will be studying just yet as I don’t want to spoil the surprise for the children. But I
look forward to sharing with you more information about how we are supporting Black History
Month throughout the coming weeks.
Enjoy your weekend,
Tim Browse

Harvest Festival
We will be celebrating Harvest Festival this year on Tuesday 12th October. We would like
to continue to support our local Foodbank and are asking for donations of any nonperishable foods. They are particularly short of the following items: tins of veg, meat, baked beans, rice
pudding, fruit, soup and tomatoes. Custard, pasta and curry sauces, crisps, chocolate, cooking oil,
washing up liquid, sugar, deodorant, dog and cat food. There will be a collection box in each class on
Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th October. We would like to thank you for your support on behalf of the
Bristol East Foodbank who will receive all of your donations.

Harvest Season at Air Balloon Allotment!
Have you spotted the ripening crops in the school allotment?
We've harvested loads of potatoes, some huge, some teeny tiny. The potatoes were planted last year, left in
the soil over winter (because of covid) and grew back again this year. The best of the potatoes made it to
Stratos Galley and our school dinners.
We've also brought giant courgettes and squash to the kitchen. Some children in Reception and Year 1 got to
see how big they were.
There are a few apples on one tree and pears on another soon to be gathered in. Autumn raspberries are still
ripening.
Did you see (or maybe even taste?!) the blackberries when you came back in early September?

See if you can spot the tiny pumpkin from the gate. Its shell is still hardening, but it will be harvested
soon. Right near the gate you can also find (and smell) lavender, rosemary and sage.
Many thanks to all in the school community who have donated resources to this project. Bags of soil, wood,
pots and plants quietly appeared this past half year. We noticed them and they were received with gratitude.
The school allotment is on our school grounds, next to the artificial grass, enclosed by a fence. A small group of
parent volunteers work on maintaining and improving the area, alongside the site team.
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FAB NEWS!

Christmas Cards
Too early for the C word?…….Of course not!!
Today, all pupils will bring home a paper template to design their very own Christmas Card!
If your child chooses to participate, their design will be turned into a free of charge sample. Parents and carers will be given
the opportunity to order packs of cards, gift tags, wrapping paper, mugs, tea towels and bags and every item sold will raise
money for FAB. Packs of 10 cards are priced at £5 per pack and gift tags £2.25.
It couldn’t be easier. All your child needs to do is create their design - as festive and bright as they can - and then return the
completed design to the school office by MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER for us to send off to create the sample.
Sample cards and instructions on how to order will be sent out after Half Term with an order deadline attached.
Just a few important things to remember:


All designs must be received by MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER. We will be unable to send off late designs submitted after
this date



Designs should be in colour with no glitter, embellishments, fluorescent colours or metallic paper as this may affect the
final cards



Please ensure the design stays within the black border and the drawing is clear and bright



Ensure your Child’s name and class is clearly readable, in capitals, in the boxes at the bottom of the template



Hand your design into the school office when complete



Submitting a design is not compulsory but all children who do SO will receive a free sample card.

Templates are also available to collect from the foyer by the main office.

Hillside Road Closure
As you are aware, Hillside Road will be closed outside the Air Balloon Surgery until July 2022. We are keen to find out how this
road closure is impacting on your daily journey to and from school. Please can you take a few minutes to complete this survey
to let us know your thoughts: https://forms.office.com/r/mNFJhjsWZf This is the final week for the survey and all responses
will be collated next Friday.

Year 7 Applications
We have sent information to our year 6 parents and carers regarding applying for secondary school places. Please take some
time to read the information and use the links for Bristol City Council and South Gloucestershire Council to obtain further
details and to submit your application. If you have any questions about school places, the application process, 'catchment
areas' or anything else, please speak to Mrs King in the school office.
Remember the deadline to apply for a Secondary School place for September 2022 is 31st October 2021.

Year 6 SATS - IMPORTANT
Children will need to be in school for the week commencing 9th May 2022 for their formal assessments.
Please do not arrange for any planned absence during this time.

School Uniform
If any parents are waiting for sweatshirts size 5/6 or 11/12, please accept our apologies on behalf of AWS.
They are expecting a delivery from their suppliers by early November. All sizes of T-shirts should be in stock by mid October.
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Wednesday 13th October 2021 is National Burns Awareness Day. The aim of the day
is to promote awareness of how we can avoid burn injuries occurring. Prevention
and good first aid are key to reducing the number of Burns and Scalds occurring in
the UK every single day. A burn injury is for life. The scars are physical as well as
psychological, and can present life-long challenges for the individual and their
families. The average cost to the NHS for a major burn is £95,000, but what is the
cost to the individual and the family? What many people don’t know, is that
children and the elderly are the most vulnerable, and the majority of injuries occur
as a result of an accident that could so easily have been prevented.

Did you know hot drinks are one of the most common causes of scalds in children? Something
as common as a tea or coffee can have devastating effects. Other top causes of paediatric burns and scalds
include electric hobs and hair straighteners. 8,013 children were so badly burnt in 2020 that they required
admission to a specialist burns unit.
If you would like any more information about Burns Awareness Day or prevention of burn injuries please visit the websites
listed below.
www.britishburnassociation.org

www.cbtrust.org.uk

www.safetea.org.uk
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