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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 6 

15th October 2021 

Hello, 

This month we have been studying important figures, linked to our inquiry projects, as part of our support of Black History 

Month. The children have created displays across all of our school halls about these important people. I thought you might like 

to learn about some of their fantastic work that is now on display across the school.  

 

In Reception, they have been learning about Floella Benjamin. Floella Benjamin is a well-known author, 

politician and children’s TV presenter. Her memoir ‘Coming to England’ tells of her own journey to 

England as part of the Windrush generation.  Our children read her book ‘My Two Grannies’ all about 

her grandparents, one who lived in Trinidad and one who lived in London. The children used this story 

to think about members of their own family.  

 

In Year 1, as part of their ‘What a wonderful world’ inquiry project, they read a poem by 

Benjamin Zephaniah called ‘Nature Trail’. Benjamin Zephaniah is a well-known and celebrated 

poet whose poems often feature colloquial dialect. Inspired by his poem, the children went on 

their own nature trail to explore the creatures that live on our school grounds. They even 

wrote their own poems all about it.  

 

In Year 2, our children have learned about the life and times of Dr Paula Kahumbu. Paula 

Kahumbu is a wildlife conservationist who is best known for her ‘Hands off our elephants’ 

campaign to help protect Kenyan elephants. She also has a link to Bristol because, as a young 

student, she won a scholarship to Bristol University where she studied Ecology and Biology. 

Her work will really support the children’s inquiry project ‘Animal Rescue’ where they are 

tasked with the job of rehousing a number of wild animals around the world.  

 

Our Year 3 children’s project ‘A child of our time’ is all about discovering our personal and cultural 

influences. The children will be creating special vases that are decorated with the things and people 

that are special for them. As part of this, they have been studying the life of Olympian Mo Farah, 

who helped inspire the whole country during the 2012 Olympics. Sporting heroes have a huge 

influence and Mo’s life-story, following his arrival to the UK as a refugee, is a truly inspiring tale of 

overcoming barriers. 

 

In Year 4, the children have studied the life and times of Conservationist and environmental 

activist Wangari Maathai, who was the first African woman to win the Nobel Peace prize. Her 

work – including her achievement of planting 50 million trees across Africa’s ‘green belt’ - will 

have been a real inspiration to the children as they carry out their ‘Environmental Action’ 

inquiry project.  

 

Our Year 5 children have recently studied the life and work of historian David Olusoga who 

seeks to reframe periods of history to include the lives of black people whose stories have 

previously gone untold. This helped inspire the children to find out more about the life of an 

African Abbot, St Hadrian, who lived in England during Anglo-Saxon times which is exactly the 

period of history they are learning about during their ‘Let’s be friends’ inquiry project.  
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As part of their ‘Adapt to survive’ inquiry project, our Year 6 children will learn much about the 

work of Charles Darwin. However, Darwin is not the only famous botanist whose work has 

influenced our understanding of how plants adapt to survive and how to harness this 

understanding to our own advantage. Our Year 6 children have learned about George 

Washington Carver: the peanut wizard and Dr Tanisha Williams who founded 

#BlackBotanistWeek.  

I hope this has given you a little taste of what our children get up to when studying our Inquiry Projects and illustrates how we 

are continually seeking to find opportunities to further diversify our curriculum. This is something that we will be continuing 

beyond Black History Month so that our curriculum truly reflects the world we live in and provides our children with 

opportunities to explore why the world is like it is and how they can make it a better place.  

Enjoy your weekend,  

Tim Browse 

Harvest Festival 

Kingswood Foodbank would like to thank everyone who donated to our Harvest Festival collection - they 

were overwhelmed with the amount of donations.  We took two carloads of food to them on Tuesday 

morning which we think is the most we have ever taken from our Harvest appeal.  

If anyone feels that they are struggling to buy food and could benefit from the support of the foodbank, please speak to Mrs 

Webb, our Family Support Worker, who will be able to help. 

Attendance 

Nadhim Zahawi, the Education Secretary, has said that the government will be increasing their focus on school attendance as 

children have suffered a significant disruption to their learning during the pandemic.  "It is about acknowledging that we must 

close the disadvantage gap and do the best by every single child by focusing on the outcomes for every single child....But of 

course we can’t do this if children are not at school...You can’t help them if they aren’t there" 
 

If absences from school are unavoidable, please ensure that you complete a Leave of Absence form which can be collected 

from the main foyer, and return it to the school office, giving as much notice of the intended absence as possible.   Requests for 

absences are considered on a case-by-case basis, and we consider all of the circumstances around an absence before deciding 

whether to authorise it or not.  However, where absences are not requested using our school procedures, they will not be 

authorised retrospectively, and may result in Penalty Notices being issued to parents.  
 

There are 175 non-school days in a year which can be used for holidays, trips, events and appointments. 

Parking 

We have once again received complaints from our neighbours about inconsiderate parking, where parents and carers are 

blocking driveways.  This isn't just a problem on Hillside Road but also the surrounding streets, such as Bellevue Road, Bude 

Avenue and Hillburn Road.    

You may have noticed that Bristol City Council has increased the presence of the camera car on Hillside Road recently. This is in 

response to complaints received by the Council regarding parking in the Bus Bay, on the zig-zags and disabled bays and also 

dangerous turning in the road due to the closure by the GP surgery. 

If you drive to school, please park considerately and consider parking slightly further away and walking the last part so that you 

don't have to turn in the road.  This is particularly important as we currently do not have a crossing patrol in place. 

Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe. 

Arbor 

If you send a message via the Arbor app please can you include your child's name and class in the 

message. Thank you. 
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FAB NEWS! 

Deadline is Monday 18th October for all Christmas card designs to be returned. 

If your child chooses to participate, their design will be turned into a free of charge sample.  Parents and carers will be given 

the opportunity to order packs of cards, gift tags, wrapping paper, mugs, tea towels and bags and every item sold will raise 

money for FAB.  Packs of 10 cards are priced at £5 per pack and gift tags £2.25. 

It couldn’t be easier. All your child needs to do is create their design - as festive and bright as they can - and then return the 

completed design to the school office by MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER for us to send off to create the sample. 

Sample cards and instructions on how to order will  be sent out after Half Term with an order deadline attached. 

Just a few important things to remember: 

 All designs must be received by MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER. We will be unable to send off late designs submitted after 

this date 

 Designs should be in colour with no glitter, embellishments, fluorescent colours or metallic paper as this may affect the 

final cards 

 Please ensure the design stays within the black border and the drawing is clear and bright 

 Ensure your child’s name and class is clearly readable, in capitals, and within the boxes at the bottom of the template 

 Hand your design into the school office when complete 

 Submitting a design is not compulsory but all children who do so will receive a free sample card. 

Templates are also available to collect from the foyer by the main office. 

Hillside Road Consultation 

Road Safety and Local Engineering from Bristol City Council want to inform you that they are completing a consultation for 

proposed traffic calming features (speed tables and cushions) along various sections on Hillside Road and Kingsway Avenue. If 

you are interested in the consultation and would like to see the proposals or make a comment on their online consultation 

page, please use the below link 

The link to the consultation page is -  https://bristol.citizenspace.com/place/hillside-road-traffic-calming/ 

The consultation started on Wednesday 6th October and is running for 3 weeks, so there is plenty of time for you to comment 

if you wish. 

Covid Tests 

Remember - if your child has a Covid PCR test, please ensure you email us a copy of the results before they return to school 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk . Thank you 

Lost Property 

Mollie in Sky class has lost her cardigan.  If found, please hand into the school office to be returned to the 

class. 

School Crossing Patrol 

Unfortunately Rose, our school crossing patrol, will be absent until Monday 8th November. Please take care whilst crossing the 

road. 

West of England Mayor - Christmas Card Competition 

Dan Norris, Metro Mayor of the West of England is inviting pupils to take part in his Christmas card competition. The winning 

design will be turned into a Christmas card for him and sent to hundreds of organisations across the West of England and 

beyond. 

If your child would like to enter the competition, please complete the attached form and return it by 10th November to Dan 

Norris, Metro Mayor of the West of England, 3 Rivergate, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6EW. Thank you. 

https://bristol.citizenspace.com/place/hillside-road-traffic-calming/
mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
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Cleve Rugby u11’s Team 

Ruben in Comet and some fellow friends in year 6 play for Cleve Rugby u11’s team and they wanted to share an article with 

you written by Bristol Bears. They attended the tournament last weekend and had an amazing time. 

https://www.bristolbearsrugby.com/news/land-rover-cup-returns-to-bristol-bears-with-hundreds-involved/ 

Year 7 Applications 

Remember the deadline to apply for a Secondary School place for September 2022 is 31st October 2021. 

If you have any questions about school places, the application process, 'catchment areas' or anything else, please speak to Mrs 

King in the school office.   

 

https://www.bristolbearsrugby.com/news/land-rover-cup-returns-to-bristol-bears-with-hundreds-involved/

