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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 9 

12th November 2021 

Hello, 

Next week we will be taking part in national anti-bullying week. This is always a good opportunity 

to remind everyone about what bullying is, where it can take place and what is done to stop 

bullying in school.  

At Air Balloon, we take bullying very seriously. We identify bullying as behaviour by an individual 

or group, usually repeated over time, which intentionally hurts another individual or group either 

physically or emotionally. With the children we use the term STOP which stands for Several Times 

On Purpose and this helps children to understand that bullying is more than just friends falling 

out.  

When bullying happens it is really important that the targets of any bullying – or any by-standers 

– speak out and tell a trusted adult about it. That way, we can carefully unpick what is going on 

and take the appropriate action so that it stops. 

To find out more about our approach to bullying you can read our anti-bullying policy which is 

available on the school website.  

As part of anti-bullying week, we will be revisiting our policy and working with our children to 

make sure that when it happens, bullying is tackled swiftly and effectively. That way, we can work 

together to make sure that Air Balloon is a safe, kind and respectful school.  

I look forward to sharing more about anti-bullying week next week.  

Enjoy your weekend, 

Tim Browse 
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Children in Need 

On Friday, it’s Children in Need. We will be combining our support of Children in Need with our work 

on anti-bullying week. Therefore, we will be asking everyone to come to school on Friday 19th 

November wearing odd socks. We will let your imaginations decide just how ‘odd’ you want your socks to be! We will also be 

collecting money for Children in Need on Friday 19th November and any donation will be much appreciated. Children can hand 

in their donations to their class teacher or to the office. As well as wearing odd socks, children are also welcome to wear any 

Children in Need ‘Pudsey’ clothing items on Friday 19th November as well, but please note this is not a fancy-dress or non-

uniform day.  

School Sandwiches 

We are aware that there have been some concerns over the removal of sandwiches from the school dinner menu.  

The inclusion of sandwiches was something we introduced last year that helped us to serve food across two halls as part of our 

COVID risk assessment. This year, we have seen a real strain put on the kitchen team as we continue to cook and serve food 

across two halls at full capacity. Preparing sandwiches – as well as the full hot dinners menu – was therefore judged to be 

unmanageable.   

We therefore made the decision to remove sandwiches from the school menu. As we are approaching winter, we also felt that 

this would support the children by providing them with a hot meal during the colder months. We will continue to monitor the 

up-take of school dinners over the coming months.  

We do acknowledge that some children may be disappointed with this decision however, after additional analysis of the 

numbers, we feel that this decision is appropriate.  
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FAB News 

Winter Discos  

As promised in last week's newsletter, we have plans for some winter discos.  Due to Covid, 

we've not been able to hold any discos since October 2019, so it is really good to be able to 

hold them again.  To stick with our current year group bubbles, each year group will have their 

own disco: 

Tuesday 7th December 

Reception - 3.30-4.15 

Year 2 - 4.30 - 5.15 

Year 4 - 5.30-6.15 

Year 6 - 6.30-7.30 

Thursday 9th December 

Year 1 - 3.30-4.15 

Year 3 - 4.30-5.15 

Year 5 - 5.30-6.30 

All tickets must be booked and paid for by Thursday 2nd December.  Bookings can be made using this link:  https://

forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT   Tickets are £2.50 per pupil. Payment should be made with the correct money in an envelope 

marked with your Child's Name, Class, and "DISCO" and handed in to the school office. 

Fancy dress or festive outfits are optional (no masks).  Entry to and exit from the discos will be via a one-way system (more 

details nearer the time). 

School Photos 

On Thursday 25th November, the school photographers will be in school to take individual photos of the 

children.  Unfortunately, due to current Covid-19 bubble restrictions, we are unable to safely manage sibling and 

family photos during the day so would like to apologise for any disappointment this may cause.  We should have 

the proof cards back within a week of the photos being taken so that you can order copies online.  We will let you know nearer 

the time, what the deadline is for orders so that you can receive them before the end of term. 

Christmas Lunch  

This year, Christmas Lunch will be on Tuesday 7th December.  A copy of the menu is attached on page 4.  So 

that no-one misses out, we will automatically order a Christmas main meal for all pupils unless you complete 

this form https://forms.office.com/r/eKANauEzaP  to let us know that your child either doesn't want a lunch or requires the 

Halal or Vegetarian option instead. 

Christmas lunch is £2.25 per pupil (unless they are eligible for Free School Meals or are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 

2).  Payment for lunches must be made via SCOPAY before Thursday 2nd December - if you have a positive balance in SCOPAY 

for dinners, the cost of the meal will be deducted from your balance automatically. 

Please ensure you complete the above form by the end of Friday 19th November so that we can ensure the kitchen orders 

sufficient quantities of food. 

If you have any questions, please speak to Mrs Mann in the school office.  Allergen information is available on request. 

Please note that the jacket potato option will not be available on this day. 

Lost Property 

Gagna in Star class has lost her cardigan. If found, please hand into the school office to be returned to class.  

Masks 

Please can we remind parents/carers that masks must be worn when you are on the school site, even in the 

playgrounds, as social distancing cannot always be maintained and Covid cases are on the increase. 

https://forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT
https://forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT
https://forms.office.com/r/eKANauEzaP
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Covid Tests 

Remember - if your child has a Covid PCR test, please ensure you email us a copy of the results before they return to school 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk . Thank you 

Foodbank Christmas Appeal  

Thank you to everyone who has donated Advent Calendars for the Foodbank. The volunteers at the 

Foodbank were very grateful. We regret that we are now unable to accept any further Advent Calendar 

donations as we will not be making another drop-off before 1st December. 

Every year, we have a Christmas appeal, to support the East Bristol Foodbank and this year we know that they need our help 

more than ever. 

From Monday, we will have boxes in the main foyer for donations and we will be making regular drop-offs to the foodbank 

throughout December.  Their Christmas Wish List is: 

 Christmas Puddings 

 Christmas Cakes 

 Mince Pies 

 Crackers (to pull) 

 Tins/boxes of festive treats and biscuits 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Gravy Granules 

 Chocolate/Sweet selection boxes 

 Stuffing Mix 

They would also welcome donations of gifts that they can give out for Christmas - so would welcome any children's gifts, books 

or colouring books and toiletry gifts for adults. 

This wish list is in addition to the items that they need all year round, so donations of tea, coffee, toilet rolls, toiletry items 

(deodorant, shower gel, tooth paste etc) laundry products, baby supplies (nappies, wipes, food), cereal, soup, pasta, rice, 

tinned meat, veg and fruit, UHT milk and fruit juice are also needed. 

If you can help by adding an extra item or two to your shopping over the coming weeks and dropping it off in the foyer, we 

know the team of volunteers at the Kingswood Foodbank and everyone who receives your donations will be extremely 

grateful. 

Exiting the school 

The gates near Reception and Year 1 are open until 9:05 am and the one way system is still in place. Alternatively, if the gates 

are locked in the lane, please use the main entrance to the school.  Can we politely ask parents/carers NOT to scale the front 

railings to exit the school.  

Times Tables Rock Stars - England Rocks  

This week we have been celebrating Maths Week on Times Tables Rock Stars.  For every correct answer to a 

multiplication or division question, children have been awarded a point for their class. All of the points have 

been added up for all schools across the country who use TTRS. We were delighted to find out earlier today 

that we came 1st in the South West and 78th in the whole country. 

A huge well done to everyone who has worked on Times Tables Rock Stars this week. 

mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
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