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Hello,
My name is Dan Reed. I am a school governor and also the Chair of the school governors’ Finance
Committee. In terms of this committee, our role as governors is not to manage the school’s dayto-day finances, or even to cut costs, but to help evaluate the school’s use of its budget in terms
of ‘getting value for money’ and to make sure that the school is maximising the benefits to the
pupils from the various funding streams available. Details for some of these, such as pupil
premium, are published under the School Information part of the website. As well as finance, the
committee also looks at Health, Safety and Welfare aspects for the school.
During the recent Finance Committee meeting, it was particularly good to see how well the
overall funding position of the school has been maintained despite the additional costs from the
COVID safety measures and the expected energy price rises. As you can imagine, both of these
costs put considerable strain on the school budget but the governors explored how the school
have made sure that their current plans are sustainable into future years.
I hope that provides you with some insight into the role that governors play with regards to the
school’s budget. I look forward to writing to you again in the future with further updates.

Enjoy your weekend,
Dan Reed

 Parents’ Evening

COVID impact on staffing and classes

 Employment
Opportunities at Air
Balloon Hill Primary
School

Covid-19 continues to circulate widely across Bristol with rates being particularly high in the
primary school age population. At Air Balloon, we have seen an escalation of confirmed cases
among children throughout January. Cases among school staff are also increasing and – as supply
teacher agencies are increasingly unable to keep up with demand – this is putting significant
strain on our capacity to safely staff classes in light of staff absences.

 Bristol Rovers Under
9’s Boys Team.

 Flu Vaccines

For this reason, we have had to temporarily close classes where it has been impossible to source
appropriate cover. I do fully acknowledge how disruptive and inconvenient this is for everybody –
especially as these decisions are made at short notice – and I would like to reassure you all that
the decision to close a class is only taken when we have exhausted all other options.
We will endeavour to keep these disruptions to a minimum but I cannot guarantee that we will
not need to close more classes in the future. If these decisions are made they will be
communicated to parents as soon as possible but please be aware that this is likely to be in the
evening or early morning. Parents are therefore advised to check for emails, text or alerts on their
Arbor app at these times.

COVID precautions
Despite changes to national guidance, Air Balloon is continuing with all of its current precautions. These include:



Requesting that adults wear a mask when on site during drop-off/pick-up times.



Maintaining year group bubbles across the school.



Enhanced cleaning across the school.



Maintaining good hygiene practice.



Recommending frequent testing using lateral flow home testing kits.



Following the guidance for positive test results or onset of symptoms.

Thank you for your support in following this guidance.
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Covid-19

As mentioned on the previous page, Covid-19 cases are still high within our school community and seems
to be spreading at quite a rapid pace. With this in mind, whilst we cannot compel you to carry out lateral
flow tests on your children, we strongly recommend that you take lateral flow tests regularly, while the
cases locally are so high. Many of the confirmed cases we have been notified of, are displaying no symptoms (or symptoms,
not routinely associated with Covid). Lateral flow tests can be ordered (1 box per day) from here: Order coronavirus (COVID19) rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and are usually delivered to your home address within 3 days.
If you are able to lateral flow test your child before they return to school on Monday, we would be very grateful. If the
result is positive, please let us know as soon as possible by calling 0117 903 0077 and leaving a message on the absence line or
email us - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk.

Lost Property
Mollie-Rae in Sky has lost her cardigan. If found, please hand into the school office to be returned to class.
Poppy in Jupiter is missing her pink and black (with a flashing front wheel) JD Bug Scooter from the ball court
bike shed. This has been missing since the end of the day on Tuesday and may have been taken home by another pupil by
mistake. We have several similar scooters in the shed. If your child owns a similar scooter please check to make sure they have
the correct one.
Ahmed in Mercury Class has lost three school jumpers. If found, please hand into the school office to be returned to class.
Arbor
Many parents have now downloaded the Arbor App and registered for their account. If you haven't yet done so
and need us to re-send you the details to register, please speak to Mrs King in the school office.

Year 2 Art Sale
Thank you so much to all the parents who contributed to the Art sale. A total of £191.37 was raised and this will be donated
to Bristol Zoo/Wild Place.

Up-to-date contact Details
Please make sure you keep us updated with any changes to your contact details. It really is essential that we are
able to contact you if we need to. This is especially important if we need to close a class at short notice.
Year 6 SATS - IMPORTANT
Children will need to be in school for the week commencing 9th May 2022 for their formal assessments.
Please do not arrange for any planned absence during this time.

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evening will be held during the week commencing 14th February 2022. Appointments will be virtual using
SchoolCloud. Bookings will go live on 6th February 2022. More details on how to book and attend your appointment will be
included in next week’s newsletter.
Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website to view our current job opportunities. www.abhps.com/vacancies
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for these positions.
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Flu Vaccines
The Community Children’s Health Partnership are running community catch-up
clinics for children from Reception – Year 11 who, for any reason, were unable
to receive their flu vaccine in school.
If you have not already completed a consent form for your child to receive the flu vaccine please do so following the consent
link below
https://imms.sirona-cic.org.uk/flu/2021/consent
How to book an appointment
Once you have completed a consent form you can click on the link below to make an appointment for your
child to receive the Flu vaccine at one of the community based clinics
https://imms.sirona-cic.org.uk/flu/2021/bookflu
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