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Hello,
This week we have been enjoying learning how to stay safe online during our ‘Safe, Kind and Respectful’ week. There have
been lots of discussions about the way in which we all use the internet, the many benefits it gives us and the important things
we can do to keep ourselves safe.

The theme this year has been about being kind and respectful to each other online. Our children have been discussing the
things that can go wrong when talking to or playing games with their friends online and have been reflecting on their own
online behaviours.
Pupils across the school have been making pledges about how they will be safe, kind and respectful online.

We would be grateful if you could continue the conversation about online safety, at home. To help you with this, here are
some resources which you may find useful:


Tips, advice and guides for parents and carers: saferinternet.org.uk/parents



Advice for parents and carers: childnet.com/parents-and-carers



Reviews and information about games, apps, TV shows and websites: commonsense.org



Help on using parental controls and privacy settings: internetmatters.org./controls



National Online Safety App - the App is free and has a range of safety advice, including guides for many Apps and games
accessed by our children: https://info.nationalonlinesafety.com/mobile-app

If you would like any further advice or have any concerns about online use or behaviour, you can contact me via the school
office.
I hope you all have a lovely weekend,
Mrs Knight
Parents' Evening
Parents’ Evenings are taking place next week. If you have not yet booked an appointment, please visit https://
airballoon.schoolcloud.co.uk/ Once you have booked your appointment, you will receive an email confirmation which contains
a link to the video appointment. If you have any questions or need help to book an appointment, please contact the school
office.
Up-to-date contact details
Please make sure you keep us updated with any changes to your contact details. It really is essential that we are
able to contact you if we need to. This is especially important if we need to close a class at short notice.
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Hi,

My name is Teresa Hill and I am a school governor and also Chair of the Education Committee. The role of this committee is to
help evaluate the quality of education the pupils are receiving and the progress the pupils are making. We also visit the school
and talk to school leaders about safeguarding, SEN, Children in Care and the Early Years Foundation Stage.
During our most recent meeting, Miss Clark - a Year 3 teacher and the school’s writing leader - talked to us about how the
school teaches writing using an approach called ‘Talk for Writing’. This is something that all the pupils experience. We
reviewed the training teachers receive to help them improve the quality of pupils written work. We also looked at some of the
children’s work to see how writing has improved since September.
Miss Liley then shared with us how well the pupils are doing in Reading, Writing and Maths. We talked about the
interventions/additional support pupils are receiving to help them catch-up and improve their work and the additional staff
which have been appointed to support this work. We were particularly pleased with the good progress being made in Phonics
and in Maths.

Next term, governors will be visiting the school to gain further insights into the progress children are making at school. This
work helps us to support and challenge school leaders to make sure that the school is doing everything they can to meet the
needs of the children of Air Balloon.
School Attendance
We are aware, that with COVID-19 restrictions easing over the coming months, families may be thinking about holidays and
getting away, possibly for the first time in 2 years, so we would like to take this opportunity to remind you about our school’s
attendance policy.
We understand the need for families to spend quality time together and that this is sometimes only possible during family
holidays. However, having missed significant amounts of learning over the past 2 years due to the pandemic, every day in
school really does count if children are to make up for any knowledge gaps. A week out of school may not seem much, but for
some areas of the curriculum, that can mean that children miss the key building blocks for their learning – particularly in
maths, phonics or when starting a next text in English – leaving children behind their peers or returning to school and not
understanding what the class is working on.
As our school policy outlines, term-time holidays will not usually be authorised and in many cases, will result in a Penalty
Notice being issued by Bristol City Council. However, every application for a term-time absence is reviewed on an individual
basis – taking into account specific reasons for the absence and individual circumstances – we don’t have a ‘blanket policy’ of
automatically declining requests for absences and would encourage anyone considering a term-time holiday to give us as
much information on their Leave of Absence Request as possible so that an informed decision can be made.
When completing a Leave of Absence Request, please ensure it is handed into the school office at least 4 weeks before the
intended absence and remember that we cannot authorise absences retrospectively. All requests will be responded to in
writing and you will be informed if the absence has been authorised or not and whether any further action will be taken (i.e if
you will receive a Penalty Notice).
If you have any questions about our attendance policy or any potential Leave of Absence requests, please speak to the school
office.
Remember…We have a long-weekend from 1st to 4th April due to In-set days on the Friday and Monday – a great opportunity
for a long-weekend break if you are considering a short holiday.
The remaining term-dates for the year are:
Term 3 – School finishes on Thursday 17th February (Friday is an in-set day)
Term 4 – We return to school on Monday 28th February and finish on Friday 8th April
(In-set days on 1st and 4th April)
Term 5 – We return on Monday 25th April and finish on Friday 27th May (we’re also
closed on Monday 2nd May for Bank Holiday Monday)
Term 6 – Last term of the year starts on Monday 6th June and finishes on Thursday
21st July (The Friday is a day in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday
which falls in May half-term)
A copy of the school attendance policy can be found here: www.abhps.com/policies/
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Covid-19

We are really pleased that the number of Covid cases in our school community have reduced
significantly in the last week. However, we are still cautious and our current Covid-19 risk assessment
remains in place. With this in mind, we strongly recommend that you continue to take lateral flow tests
regularly, as many of the confirmed cases we have been notified of, are displaying no symptoms (or symptoms, not routinely
associated with Covid). Lateral flow tests can be ordered (1 box per day) from here: Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral
flow tests - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and are usually delivered to your home address within 3 days.
If you are able to lateral flow test your child before they return to school on Monday, we would be very grateful. If the
result is positive, please let us know as soon as possible by calling 0117 903 0077 and leaving a message on the absence line or
email us - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk.

Arbor
Many parents have now downloaded the Arbor App and have registered for their account. If you have not yet
done so and need us to re-send you the details to register, please speak to Mrs King in the school office. We
will be using Arbor more as the year progresses, so we do recommend that you download the app.
Year 6 SATS - IMPORTANT
Children will need to be in school for the week commencing 9th May 2022 for their formal assessments.
Please do not arrange for any planned absence during this time.
Chickenpox

We have been made aware of several cases of Chickenpox in some of our Reception classes so we
would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the procedure for when to keep your child at
home and when it is appropriate to send them back to school, should your child develop the
symptoms.
Chickenpox is a mild and common childhood illness, most common in children under the age of 10 and is contagious. The
person is contagious from 1 to 2 days before the spots appear until the spots have crusted over (usually 5-6 days after the
spots appear). Groups of people that are most at risk of serious problems if they catch chicken pox are newborn babies,
pregnant women and those with a weakened immune system. Therefore, it is important, if your child has chicken pox, to keep
them at home while they are contagious.
Children should remain at home until all chicken pox spots have crusted over to avoid further spread of the illness. To seek
further advice please contact your GP.

Lost Property
Kamiah in Earth class has lost her Crayola glasses case. If found, please hand into the school office to be
returned to class.
Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website to view our current job opportunities. www.abhps.com/vacancies
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for these positions.

World Book Day
With World Book Day fast approaching, Mrs Nichols has been busy preparing a special menu to
celebrate. Thursday 3rd March will be a Roald Dahl inspired menu - see the poster on page 4 for more details.
3

4

Library News

Easy Costume Ideas: https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/
Follow the above link to bring your favourite book character to life with these
easy dress-up ideas. The Children love talking about their costumes and telling
their friends about their favourite book. Please ensure that your favourite book
is with you on the day as part of your costume. There will definitely be prizes!
If you google World Book Day costumes you can see lots of really helpful sites,
especially for last minute costumes with great photos and information on how
to make it at home. Plus, sites that look at what you already have at home that
fits to some great book characters that you may have forgotten about.
It’s all about having fun and making the day special with your favourite book
character.
Next week I will have another look at the World book day £1.00 books on offer.
Vouchers will be coming home next Thursday. If you would like to plan ahead
follow the following link: https://www.worldbookday.com/books/
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