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Good afternoon everybody, I am Dan Reed and I am currently acting as chair of the governing
body. This is because Yvonne Bamford our previous chair is stepping down as she moves away
from Bristol soon. I would like to pay tribute to her leadership and we all wish Yvonne and her
family the very best in their new adventure. My stepping up to the role ensures a smooth
transition from Yvonne to Nikki Jackson, who will become our chair at the end of the term.

On Tuesday, the governors had the enormous privilege of spending the day in the school. This is
normally something we do every year and we were keen for this to happen again after the break
forced by COVID. The purpose of these visits is to see the school as it runs in a normal school day,
to witness the successes and also challenges the school are facing as they implement their plan to
improve and develop the school.
Each visit has a specific focus and this year the theme was recovering from the effects of the
pandemic. Small groups of governors explored specific topics that included our reading and
writing provision through the year groups, our SEND support provision, how we use the funding
provided for catchup tuition, health and safety on the school site, equalities and diversity and
staff wellbeing.
As well as being able to talk to the school leaders, teachers and support staff, we had the
opportunity to observe lessons and see some wonderful writing. I was especially impressed with
the beautiful handwriting we saw - it put my own to shame! We were also able to talk to some of
the pupils and hear their enthusiasm for their lessons and understand their thoughts about the
school.
In many ways though, the most important part of the day is to feel the pulse of the school
community, to see them work and play together and to gain a connection to the school as
governors that is impossible to achieve in a governors' meeting in the evening. I would like to
thank Mr. Browse and all the staff who gave us some of their time to make this possible but most
especially the pupils for sharing their school with us this week.

Safeguarding Update
The NSPCC’s ‘PANTS’ campaign has been supporting and encouraging parents and schools to talk
to primary aged children about staying safe. The PANTS tools and resources give adults clear and
simple ways to open these conversations in a clear and child friendly way. This helps children to
understand that their body belongs to them and that they should tell someone they trust if
anything makes them feel upset or worried.
At Air Balloon, we fully support and deliver the PANTS message to our children. We have included
a parent guide to PANTS with this newsletter or you can download it from the Safeguarding page
of our school website - https://www.abhps.com/safeguarding/
We recommend watching the ‘The Pantosaurus Song’ with younger children, which can be
accessed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lL07JOGU5o
Pre-Loved Uniform

We will be holding a pre-loved uniform sale on Thursday 31st March in the top playground from 3pm
(weather permitting). This is an opportunity to buy a range of uniform items from 50p.
We will also be introducing a second-hand uniform ordering system where you can order jumpers or
cardigans throughout the year. Order forms will be available from the school office or main foyer.
If you have any items of used uniform to donate to our forthcoming sale, please hand donations into
the school office by Monday 28th March.
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Evie in Discovery class for achieving her Level 6 certificate for proficiency in gymnastics.

Lost Property
Jamieson in Mercury class has lost his school jumper. If found, please hand into the school office to be
returned to class.
Message from Sarah Webb our Family Support Worker
Hi everyone, I'm Sarah the Family Support Worker.

I've been thinking about ways in which we can be more self sufficient and also for having fun at the same time!
I'm looking into having a gardening project. This would most likely be held on Friday afternoons at 2:30pm in the school
allotment area.
Please do get in contact with either me or let another member of staff know if you would be interested in taking part.
Energy Usage
Here are some useful hints and tips for lowering energy usage:


If you are on a meter, topping up before April 1st means you are buying
your energy at a cheaper rate, so if at all possible it is worth buying gas
and electric now. Please do not put yourself into debt to do so.



Using a slow cooker or microwave is the cheapest option for cooking.



If you are boiling something on the hob, for example pasta, if you put the
lid on once boiling, then turn off the hob, food will continue to cook for
the next ten minutes.



Keeping doors closed between rooms and only heating the rooms you
spend time in will really help. For example, turning the radiator off in the
hallway.



If you don't have double glazing, putting Clingfilm over the windows will act as an insulation and help to keep the heat
in.



Making sure the curtains are not hanging in front of the radiators will keep the heat in your home instead of going out
of the window.



If you are having problems paying your bills, please call your supplier immediately. If they are unhelpful quote to them
that they need to help support you in paying your bills under The Standard License Condition (SLC) 27.8. This will
remind them of their responsibilities as a provider.



Many suppliers have hardship funds. Always contact them if you are struggling.



Take a photograph of your meters (usage) on 31st March and submit it to your supplier. Keep the photos in case of any
disputes further down the line.



WHAM (Warm Homes Advice and Money) Service can help with home repairs, insulation etc. and may be able to help
with grants if you are classed as being in fuel poverty.



Centre for Sustainable Energy - 0800 082 2234 https://www.cse.org.uk



Anyone who has seen a debt advisor can apply to British Gas Energy Trust for help and support. They can in certain
cases provide grants to people in fuel poverty. 0121 3487797 Contact us - British Gas Energy Trust



Turn2us also have grants available for people under certain criteria such as low income/poor health.

For more information, please feel free to get in contact with me.
Thanks,
Sarah Webb
2

Bristol Girls Can Campaign

Looking after yourself and getting some regular exercise is tough when the kids are small. If you do get a
few spare minutes, it’s hard to know where to start.
If that sounds like you, check out the Bristol Girls Can website encouraging and supporting mums to take
small steps to becoming more active. Whether it’s a walk round the block, 10 minutes hula hooping, or a
kitchen disco while cooking the tea – it all counts.
Meet the inspiring Bristol mums taking their own small steps and find an activity to suit you at the Bristol Girls Can
website and Facebook community group.
Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website to view our current job opportunities. www.abhps.com/vacancies

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including, ethnicity,
gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.

Up-to-date contact details
Please make sure to keep us updated with any changes to your contact details. It really is essential that we are
able to contact you if we need to. This is especially important if we need to close a class at short notice.

COVID
Here are some important updates based on national guidance for schools on managing COVID in their settings:
Facemasks


Masks are no longer required to be worn outside of the school building. (Please respect those who choose to continue
to wear a mask and social distancing is still recommended where possible.)



Masks are still required to be worn inside the school during busy times of the day.



Parents/carers are required to wear a mask if attending a meeting in school.

Suspected cases


Anyone displaying the three classic COVID symptoms should book a PCR test and isolate until the test result is returned.



Children who develop any of the three COVID symptoms should not come to school and will be sent home if their
symptoms develop during the school day.

Positive cases


Whilst it is not a legal requirement for anyone who tests positive to self-isolate, children and/or staff who test positive
for COVID must not attend school for the recommended ten-day period if they test positive.



During this ten-day period, lateral flow tests can be taken from day 5 onwards. After two negative test results, 24 hours
apart, children/staff can return to school. Individuals can order their own LFT testing kit online.



We ask that parents continue to report to the school if their child tests positive for COVID.



The school will only inform parents if there is an outbreak of COVID within a school specified bubble.



Following an outbreak of COVID within the school, leaders will review the school’s risk-assessment and inform parents
of any changes.
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Foodbank

We are continuing to collect donations for the Kingswood Foodbank, and this week they have
asked for donations of Easter Eggs that can be given to families towards the end of the month as
well as food items suitable for Ramadan in April.

FAB News
Bag2School

We will be running Bag2School again on Friday 8th April. Bags will be sent home with the children today, but
they will also accept donations in any carrier or black bags. The donation point on Friday 8th April will be under
the shelter in the top playground. Reminder that Bags2School don’t accept school uniform, but you can donate
uniform items to the school office for the Pre-Loved Uniform Sale on 31st March.
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