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Hello,
As the last day of term comes to an end, I would like to say thank you to everyone who has
worked hard to make the spring term a successful one. Everyone deserves their holiday from the
teachers and the support staff to all the adults who help to make Air Balloon and safe, kind and
respectful place.
The children have also been working haard and it has been lovely to see lots of their work
throughout this term. So much progress and much to be proud of. I think the children deserve a
holiday too.
I hope you all enjoy a lovely break, especially those of you who may be visiting family and friends
or taking part in any special Easter events whether that be in your homes, out and about or in
places of worship. Happy Easter to everyone.
See you in the summer term.
Thank you,

Tim Browse

COVID updates
Testing
There is no requirement for anyone (except the clinically vulnerable) to take COVID tests following the onset of any symptoms
of respiratory illness including COVID.
Guidance for children:
From Term 5 onwards, children who are unwell - and have a high temperature - should stay at home and where possible avoid
contact with other people. Children can return to school when they no longer have a high temperature and when they feel
well enough.
If children have been asked to take a COVID test by a health professional and the result is positive then they should not come
to school and should try to stay at home for 3 days. If well enough, children can return to school – following a positive test –
after 3 days. There is no need to supply proof of a negative test before returning to school.
Prevention measures:
We will continue to put in place these prevention measures:
· Maintaining good levels of hygiene including regular hand washing.
· Maintaining good levels of cleaning.
· Enhanced cleaning following any identified outbreaks.
· Use of PPE where appropriate.
· Use of masks in crowded places or if near people with symptoms / COVID. Please remember that we do expect all adults to
wear facemasks inside school during busy times of the school day.
FAB Springtime
A big thank you to the Friends of Air Balloon (FAB) who donated prizes for each class as part of our Springtime Art Competition
that took place in school this week. I am sure it was very difficult to pick a winner! It is really nice to be able to run these events
again and to welcome FAB into the school. I look forward to more opportunities like this throughout the summer term. See
page 5 for a full list of winners.
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Ramadan

Ramadan, a holy month observed each year by Muslims around the world, is taking place throughout April. It celebrates the
creation of the Quran, which is the holy book for people who practice the Islamic faith. Similar to how Christians give
something up during Lent to demonstrate their devotion to their religion, fasting is a part of the Ramadan celebration for
many Muslims. This is a very spiritual and meaningful practice for Muslims.
Throughout Ramadan, there are religious events, community parties, and other joyful events like “moonsighting”. People also
take time during Ramadan to pray, reflect, and connect with others in their community in their local mosques. Mosques are at
the heart of Islamic life and because of this, I thought it would be interesting to share some pictures of some of the world’s
most impressive mosques.

The Sultanahmet mosque in Turkey,
often referred to as The Blue
Mosque. Such beautiful and intricate designs!

The Nasir al-Mulk mosque in Iran.
Constructed between 1876 and
1888, it is often referred to as The
Pink Mosque.

The Shah Jahan mosque was the first
purpose-built mosque in the UK. It
has served its community since 1889.

We would like to wish all our families taking part in Ramadan this month, “Ramadan Mubarak”. If you are spending time in a
mosque that is important to you over the school holiday, then maybe you could share a photo of it with us – we’d love to see
it.
Year 6
The Year 6 Leaver's Disco is planned for Wednesday 20th July from 7-8.30pm. If booking limos, we would
ask that you arrange this for the evening of the disco rather than the last day of term - please be advised
that the current Hillside Road closure is planned to have finished by 11th July so access should be clear by
the date of the disco.
Medical Appointments
If your child has a medical appointment, please can you let the school office know at least 24 hours ahead
of any early collections for the appointment, along with a copy of the appointment confirmation card or
letter.

Book Sale
Thank you to everyone who bought a book at the second hand book sale on Tuesday, we raised a total of
£563.00. All profits from the sale will be used to buy new fiction books and updated non-fiction books for
the Library.
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Up-to-date contact details

Please make sure to keep us updated with any changes to your contact details. It really is essential that we are
able to contact you if we need to. This is especially important if we need to close a class at short notice.

The Big Plastic Count
Greenpeace and Everyday Plastic are teaming up to create the UK’s biggest
nationwide investigation into household plastic waste. They want to uncover the truth
about how much plastic is passing through our homes and what happens to it.
With your help, they will gather new, game-changing evidence that will push the
government to take bold action on plastic.

Everyday Plastic founder, Daniel Webb, collected every piece of his plastic waste for a
year. With a scientific researcher, he developed a unique methodology to calculate his
personal plastic footprint.
Now, The Big Plastic Count offers every one of us the same chance to discover what
happens to our plastic waste once we throw it away.
To find out more information and to sign up click here.
BBC Make a Difference Awards
This year BBC Radio Bristol wants to celebrate and say thank you to people living in our villages,
towns and cities who make where we live a better place.

Every day we hear stories of people doing incredible things for each other and their
communities. Now it’s time to recognise them for all their hard work.
Whether it’s caring for someone in need, being a brilliant neighbour or inspiring children in the classroom – if you know
someone who is really making a difference then you can nominate them for a Make a Difference Award.
There are eight categories:







•

Volunteer
Community Group
Fundraiser
Carer
Great Neighbour
Key Work
Environmental Award
The Together Award

You can nominate someone you know at bbc.co.uk/makeadifference, where you can also see full terms & conditions and our
privacy notice. Nominations are now open and will close on the 29th of April 2022 at 11:00pm.
The winners will be announced at our ‘Make a Difference Awards’ ceremony in September.
County 8U tennis tournament
A massive well done to Pete in Saturn class who won 1st place in the first ever County 8U
tournament.
More information about the tournament can be found here.
Book Bags
Book bags are now in stock and can be purchased from the school office at £5.50 each
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Sarah's Top Tip

This week’s top is: Ask for help
If you’re struggling with the increase in the cost of living – ask for help – come and speak to Sarah,
our Family Support Worker. Sarah will be able to direct you to charities and other organisations
that may be able to help you or provide you with a voucher for the Kingswood Foodbank.
She can also help you to apply for emergency financial help though Bristol City Council’s local crisis and prevention fund
(https://www.bristol.gov.uk/benefits-financial-help/emergency-payments-local-crisis-and-prevention-fund).
The Bristol Post recently ran an article with more information about places that can provide help and support which you may
find useful - https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/places-bristol-you-can-help-6854704
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them
and we can share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or
the school office know.
Places where kids eat free during the Easter half term


Marks and Spencer - Kids eat free in the M&S Café if you spend £5. One free children’s meal per
transaction between 4th April and 22nd April.



Morrisons - Kids eat free all day, every day in Morrisons cafes nationwide with one paying adult, plus they
have the feed the family for £10 deal running this Easter.



Yo! Sushi - Pick any main, a side of edamame beans and drink and you’ll get it free with £10 adult spend
throughout half term.



Asda - Kids eat free in Asda’s cafes after 3pm Monday - Friday.



Gordon Ramsay Restaurants - Kids under 12 eat free all day, every day at selected Gordon Ramsay
restaurants.



Table Table, Beefeater & Brewers Fayre - Two children get free breakfast with one paying
adult.



The Real Greek - Kids eat free every Sunday for every £10 spent by an adult.



Dunelm Café - Pausa - Kids eat free when adults spend just £4 or more at Pausa cafes which you will find
inside Dunelm stores.



Giraffe Food - Is on the top floor of Cabot Circus next to House of Fraser and this half term is offering, for
every main course ordered by an adult, one child gets a free meal.



Café Rouge - Is based at Cribbs Causeway. Again with this deal, for every adult dish purchased kids eat for
£1, Valid from 12 noon every day until April 28.



Hungry Horse - Kids eat breakfast free during Easter half term, all morning, every morning 08:00 - 12:00pm.

Bristol City Council - Your Holiday Hub
Your Holiday Hub is providing free fun activities for children and young
people who receive benefit related Free School meals during the spring
holidays (11-22 April). There are exciting activities right across the city and
every session includes a healthy and nutritious meal. For more details and
to sign up for activities click here.
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COVID-19 vaccinations for 5 - 11 year olds now available

Our local vaccination team have asked us to share the information below about COVID-19 vaccinations for 5
to 11 year olds, please could you share this information with the parents in your school.
The NHS is now offering COVID-19 vaccines to children aged 5 to 11 years. Appointments are being held in
dedicated children’s clinics across our area and can be booked online via the National Booking Service or by calling 119. Some
walk-in clinics are also available and details of these, along with information about all the vaccination options in our area, can
be found at www.grabajab.net.
Children’s clinics are being run by GPs, community pharmacies and the Vaccination Centre @ UWE Bristol, where themed child
-friendly pods have been created to make the Centre feel welcoming for young children.
Younger children receive a lower (paediatric) vaccine dose. More information about the vaccination and the effects of COVID19 in young children can be found here.
Easter Competition Winners
The winners of the Spring Competitions are:
Reception
Star - Alexa
Sky - Finn
Sun - Yandeh
Moon - Sophia

Year 1
Mars - Ethan
Venus - Mia
Mercury - Hussain
Earth - Ellie

Year 5
Polaris - Ethan
Sirius - Zach
Vega - Jacob
Capella - Theo K

Year 6
Meteor - George
Aurora - Ellis
Comet - Martha

Year 2
Voyager - Ivy
Apollo - Sienna
Endeavour - Arwa
Discovery - Hendrix

Year 3
Neptune - Olivia
Jupiter - Lawrence
Saturn - Amelia

Year 4
Phoenix - Lottie
Orion - Brendan
Aquila - Erin
Pegasus - Delphine
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