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Hello,
I hope you all enjoyed a safe and happy Easter holiday – it certainly seemed like a long break. It
has been lovely welcoming all the children back to the summer term and seeing everyone settle
back into the school routines.
Many families have been observing Ramadan this month and on Monday, it is Eid al-Fitr.
Throughout our assemblies this week, we have taken the time to learn about Ramadan and Eid alFitr and lots of children have since told me about their plans for the up-coming celebrations. As
it’s also a bank holiday on Monday, may I take this time to say Eid Mubarak to all of our families
who will be taking part in any Eid celebrations and festivities on the Monday. I hope you all have a
wonderful time.
I also hope that everyone gets to enjoy a sunny bank holiday weekend and I
will see you all on Tuesday.
Thank you,

Tim Browse

Reading at home
The importance of reading for children is huge! Reading for pleasure can benefit a child’s
education, social and cognitive development, their wellbeing, and their mental health.
Please remember to encourage your child to read at least 3 times a week at home and to
make a note of this in their reading record or let the teacher know. Please also don't hesitate
to speak to your child's class teacher if your child needs more books to read at home and/or
to get some more ideas and support to motivate your child with their reading.
This term there will also be some changes to the termly reading incentive. Every child that
reads at least 3 times every week will be entered into a year group prize draw with the
opportunity to win a book voucher. The class that also has the most children who read 3
times a week will be able to choose two new books for the reading area in the classroom.
Thank you for your continued support!
Miss Giles
Reading Leader
Term dates for 2022/23
Term 1: Thursday 1st September 2022 to Friday 21st October 2022
Term 2: Monday 31st October 2022 to Friday 16th December 2022
Term 3: Tuesday 3rd January 2023 to Friday 10th February 2023

Term 4: Monday 20th February 2023 to Friday 31st March 2023
Term 5: Monday 17th April 2023 to Friday 26th May 2023
Term 6: Monday 5th June 2023 to Friday 21st July 2023
We have confirmed Inset days of 1st and 2nd September - So we will welcome the children back on
Monday 5th September.
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Sarah's Top Tip

This week’s top tip is: Help from Water Companies
With everything going up in price, bills can be hard to manage. One of the bill providers that are
really helpful is the water company. If you are finding it difficult to manage your payments to
suppliers (even if it is not to the water company!) it is worth getting in contact with them. They can
help in the following ways:


Give you a payment break for up to thirty days. Please note - you will still need to pay for your usage but they will
recalculate your bill.



Water Direct - Your bill can be taken directly from benefits you may receive. For more information click here.



WaterSure Plus - If you have a health condition that requires using more water, for example eczema, or if you have
three children living at your property who are under the age of 19 years old, you can have your water bill capped. This
will usually be at £31/£32 per month. You need to have a water meter in order to use this scheme. To check to see if
you are eligible for WaterSure Plus click here.



Restart - is for if you are in debt to the Water Company. You pay for your usage for two years (they may ask for a
contribution of £5 a month towards the debt depending on circumstances) after this time, the debt is written off. For
more information on how to apply for Restart click here.



Assist - Assist is a low rate tariff for people who have little to no spare money after bills and food have been paid for, as
well as what is considered as necessities, such as clothes and medicine. For more information click here.

Assist and Restart schemes can be combined so if you are in debt and cannot afford monthly usage payments, they can
support you in paying a manageable fee.
If you have had letters or visits from debt collector agencies or a County Court judgement, the fees for these can be included
within the debt.
You can apply for help with your bill in a few different ways.
Contact Wessex Water on 0345 600 3 600
Contact them for help by following the link to their website hwywb@wessexwater.co.uk
To access most of the above schemes, you will need to first see a debt advisor.
BOOST Finance at Wellspring Settlement run on Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9.30-12.30. For more information click
here.
StepChange have a website where you can find support in proving your income and outgoings with their budget planner. For
more information click here.

The National Debtline Service is also very good and has this on their website too. For more information click here.
Please do feel free to get in contact if you would like to speak with me about any of the above - Sarah Webb - Family Support
Worker.
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.
Building works in Belfry Avenue
We have been notified that there is building work being carried out in Belfry Alley (the small lane that runs from the back of
the school between Belfry Avenue and the 'Have Your Cake' shop on Bell Hill Road). The work will be ongoing for the next few
months as a new house is being built and it is likely that there will be diggers and lorries in place at various times of the day. If
you or your child use this route to and from school, please be extra vigilant and consider using a different route for the coming
months.
Water Bottles
Please remember to send your child/ren into school everyday with their water bottle so that they are able to have a
drink whenever they need it.
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SEND and Alternative Provision Green Paper

The Council for Disabled Children have produced a guide to the Green Paper for parents/
carers which can be accessed at the following link:
SEND and Alternative Provision Green Paper (Councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk)
This page provides up to date information on the green paper and details of how you can get involved in consultation.
Leavers’ Hoodies
We are in the process of organising leavers’ hoodies for year 6 pupils. Please look out for more details next week
on how to order them.

Year 6
The Year 6 Leavers’ Disco is planned for Wednesday 20th July from 7-8.30pm. If booking limos, we would ask
that you arrange this for the evening of the disco rather than the last day of term - please be advised that the
current Hillside Road closure is planned to have finished by 11th July so all being well access should be clear
by the date of the disco.
Medical Appointments
If your child has a medical appointment, please can you let the school office know at least 24 hours ahead
of any early collections for the appointment, along with a copy of the appointment confirmation card or
letter.
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