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Hello,
What an end to Term 5 – with our lovely Jubilee celebrations. We have received so many
wonderful portraits of Queen Elizabeth II through our art competition. Thank you to the children
who all submitted an entry. We announced a Year Group winner in this afternoon’s assembly as
well as some honourable mentions. These pictures can be found here. We will also keep all of
the artwork for a little while and display them around the school so more people can enjoy them.
It is not just the end of Term 5 however, for two members of staff it is the end of their time at Air
Balloon as this week we have been saying our fond farewells to Mrs Bond and Mrs Hooper. Mrs
Bond has worked at Air Balloon for many years in a variety of roles and I know that she will be
missed by children and adults alike.

 Statement about
Leave of Absence in
Term Time from
Bristol City Council

Mrs Hooper is an Air Balloon legend who has been part of the Air Balloon community for an
impressive number of years. It is fair to say that every child in the school has, at one time or
another, been helped or supported by Mrs Hooper and there were lots of children keen to say
one last goodbye to her as we gathered on the playground to say (and sing) farewell.

 Sarah's Top Tip

Thank you for all of your support and dedication over the years, Mrs Hooper. And, along with our
best wishes for Mrs Bond, I know that everyone joins me in wishing you well. We are very sad to
be saying goodbye to both of you and I wish you nothing but the best for your future.

 Bristol, North
Somerset and South
Glos (BNSSG) Parent
Carer Forums
 FAB

Enjoy the half term break everyone and I will see you in Term 6.
Thank you,
Tim Browse

Term 6 events and Key Dates
As we welcome the half term break, we look ahead to Term 6 which is always full of lots of end of year events. These include
the sports days where we are looking forward to inviting parents and carers to attend and which will take place on the
following dates:
Monday 4th July: Reception (AM) KS1(PM) .
Friday 8th July: Y3/4 (AM) Y5/6 (PM).
Other important dates include:
Friday 10th June: Year 6 leavers’ and class photos.
Tuesday 21st June: New reception welcome evening - 18:00.
Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th July: Year 6 play - More details to
follow next term.
Week commencing Monday July 11th: Year 6 camp week.
Monday July 18th: Class moving up day.
Parent/New teacher meetings - 15:40-16:30.
Wednesday July 20th: Year 6 Disco.
Thursday July 21st: Year 6 Graduation.
End of term 6.
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Message from Dan Reed

Hello everybody, I would like to give you a short update from the recent meeting of the Governors' finance committee. Term
five is always a difficult meeting as we need to review the annual budget to make sure that the school is getting the most
benefit possible for the funding that we have been given. This is a huge challenge every year but this year we are faced with
similar cost pressures that every family is having to deal with, especially the cost of energy. The committee was impressed with
the way that the school leadership (especially the School Business Manager) was able to offer us a balanced budget for this
year despite these pressures.
Two areas in particular needed decisions, where we tried to balance the cost of providing a service against the cost to our
families. I am happy to say that we have been able to freeze the cost of school meals despite the increasing cost of food. While
this might need to be revisited if we continue to see food prices rising, we felt it was possible to absorb these costs without
compromising the quality of the lunches given to the children.
With our Space Cadets breakfast club however, we have reluctantly decided that the prices needed to go up slightly, to make
sure that the cost of providing the service did not become a drain on the main work of the school in the classrooms. One of the
most difficult areas of spend to manage is when additional staff are needed at short notice due to late bookings, so we have
accepted the school's proposal to keep the increase as small as possible for those that book their sessions in advance and a
slightly higher cost for those who book at short notice or even do not book at all to reflect this. Even with these changes, our
fees remain lower than the equivalent service in other local schools, so we are sure that we have managed to strike the right
balance. The new fees will be effective from September.
I hope that everybody enjoys the holiday and the jubilee, hopefully we will have some good weather!
Regards
Dan Reed
Chair, Finance committee

Zig Zags
We are noticing an increasing number of parents regularly stopping on the zig zags to drop children off in
the mornings. The zig zags at the school have a legal Traffic Regulation Order applied to them and this
means that no one can park on them, even to drop off and pick up. Stopping in the middle of the road or
on the zig zags is endangering not only your child’s life but also those of other pedestrians who may be
crossing. We understand that parking near to school is difficult and we would encourage you to leave 5
minutes earlier and park further away from school, rather than put lives at risk by stopping on the zig zags.
Statement about Leave of Absence in Term Time from Bristol City Council
After so much disruption to your child/ren’s education over the past 2 years, the most important
thing is that the staff at Air Balloon Hill Primary School and parents/carers work together to make
sure children attend school regularly.
Attending Air Balloon Hill Primary School every day throughout a term helps children and young
people maximise their learning in the classroom and enjoy the benefits of their educational
experience. It really does make a difference. Therefore, parents/carers are reminded about avoiding
booking holidays during term time. Other than in exceptional circumstances, it is unlikely that any leave will be authorised by
the Head Teacher particularly after so much enforced absence from school. However, any request should still be put in writing
(Leave of Absence Request Forms are available from the main foyer. Although such absence may be unauthorised, it is better
that we know your child is safe, rather than missing.
Family emergencies need careful consideration. It may not always be appropriate or in the best interests of the child to miss
school for emergencies which are being dealt with by adult family members.
Parents/carers are reminded that any unauthorised absences may result in a penalty notice or prosecution. It is important that
if you have concerns regarding your child’s attendance you contact Mrs Knight - Assistant Head, Mrs King or Mrs Stone in the
school office.
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Sarah's Top Tip

This week’s top tip is Jack Monroe – Cooking on a Bootstrap
Jack Monroe is a food writer, journalist and activist who is best known for
campaigning on food poverty issues. Her blog https://
cookingonabootstrap.com/ has 100s of recipe ideas – all costed per portion.
Please do feel free to get in contact if you would like to speak with me about the above - Sarah
Webb - Family Support Worker.
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.
Do you live in Bristol, North Somerset or South Gloucestershire and is your child on the waiting
list for a diagnosis for Autism?
Bristol, North Somerset and South Glos (BNSSG) Parent Carer Forums have joined together to
provide and host a range of online information sessions and face-to-face workshops delivered
by a SEND professional and an experienced SEND parent carer.
These sessions will provide tips on recognising needs together with practical ways to help your
child. Even if your child does not receive a diagnosis of autism following assessment, the
strategies you learn in this course are likely to still prove helpful.
Please click below to book:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/bristol-n-somerset-and-s-glos-parent-carer-forums-41027867683
To keep up to date with all the courses from Bristol, North Somerset and South Glos Parent Carer Forums, please click "follow"
on the Eventbrite page.

FAB
We’re always on the look out for new FAB committee members to join our friendly team and support
our wonderful fundraising events throughout the year.
We are very grateful for any help, support or new ideas we receive and you can give as much or as little
of your time as you are able.
If you would like more information or to come along to the next committee meeting please either email friends@abhps.com or
leave your details at the school office and someone will be in touch.
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