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Hello, 

My name is Nikki Jackson and I am the Chair of Governors for Air Balloon. The Full Governing 

board met in the last week last term and I thought I would share with you some of the matters 

discussed. 

Governors fed back their findings from the day spent in school in March when they looked at a 

wide variety of things including, but not limited to, teaching of reading and writing, the provision 

for pupils with additional needs, staff wellbeing, the school buildings and health and safety. The 

day enabled governors to see for themselves, and get assurance of, the things we hear about in 

meetings when talking to Mr Browse and the school leaders. Governors reported an extremely 

informative and positive day and they particularly enjoyed their time talking to pupils and staff 

about life in school. It was very good to see the benefits that having nearly a whole year back ‘in 

school’ is having on pupils learning, their social development and their wellbeing. We know there 

is still a lot of work to be done to fully catch back the time most children spent out of school 

during the pandemic but we are confident in the school’s plans and seeing those plans in action 

during our visit was very encouraging.  

Finally, we are very pleased to welcome Rene Katiisa as a new parent governor to Air Balloon. She 

will be a great asset to the governing body and I speak for all governors when I say that I am 

really looking forward to working with her.  

We still have several co-opted governor vacancies. Co-opted governors can come from anywhere 

in the community and we discussed approaches to try and attract new members who will make 

our membership more representative of the community the school serves. If you have family, 

friends or colleagues who might be interested in becoming a school governor, look out for 

information to share with them in future newsletters. 

I hope you all enjoy the weekend and I look forward to writing to you again soon to update you 

on the work of the Air Balloon Governing Body.  

Thank you, 

Nikki Jackson 

FAB News 

Special Person Presents 

With Fathers Day fast approaching FAB will once again be organising gifts for Dads, 
grandparents and other special adults.  It's a perfect way for children to say thank you to 
anyone who plays a special part in their life. 

All gifts cost £2.50 (you can purchase multiple gifts). FAB will then choose a gift on your behalf 
and deliver the wrapped presents to classes on Friday 17th June to be brought home in time for 
Fathers Day on 19th June. 

If you would like to purchase a gift for someone special then please hand the correct money into the office in a clearly marked 
envelope with the Child’s Name, Class and Special Person Gift written on the front.  

The deadline for orders is Wednesday 15th June at 3.00pm. Unfortunately we can not accept orders after this date. 
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Jubilee Books 

You may have read that the Department for Education is giving every Primary school child a 

free, commemorative book about the Queen’s jubilee. We have been assured that the 

books will be delivered to us before the end of term and we will give them out as soon as 

they arrive. 

Leave of Absence Requests  

We are concerned about the amount of term time holiday requests we are receiving at the moment. When your child misses 

school they are missing a vital learning component that is not repeated. Exceptional circumstances arise and there is always 

scope to authorise that, but please try to keep holidays contained into the 12 weeks that are set for school closure. Fines are 

now back up and running per parent per child. Every day in school really does count. 

We understand that many holidays couldn't take place due to Covid over the last two years, however, this does not mean 

that holidays now booked in term time will be considered as an exceptional circumstance. 

As per current regulations, DfE advice on school attendance (2013) and the school’s Attendance Policy, we would like to advise 

you that we may not grant any Leave of Absence in term time unless exceptional circumstances exist.  By exceptional we mean 

rare, significant, unavoidable and short.  By unavoidable, we mean an event that could not reasonably be arranged at another 

time.  

We will not normally consider any of the reasons below as an Exceptional Circumstance and any requests for a Leave of 
Absence for these reasons will not normally be authorised and may result in Penalty Notices being issued to parents/carers:  

 Family holiday or holiday to visit relatives 

 Cheaper cost of a holiday / flights / accommodation during term-time than during the school holidays 

 Availability of the desired holiday accommodation or location 

 Weather conditions in the desired holiday location 

 A holiday being booked by or paid for by someone else as a gift 

 Overlapping a holiday with the beginning or end of a school holiday period 

 Attending a wedding (including if that wedding is taking place abroad) 

 Parents inability to secure a holiday from work during school holiday periods 

Please note that this list is not exhaustive 

The School will assess each request on an individual basis, considering the impact that missing school will have on the child’s 
education and any special circumstances of which we are made aware, e.g. the bereavement of a close family member, the 
needs of the families of service personnel, or the need for time together to recover from trauma or crisis.  The School will 
determine the number of school days a child can be away from school if the request is granted. 

If an absence request is granted, it will be recorded as ‘authorised absence’.  If a parent/carer takes their child out of school 
without permission this will count as an ‘unauthorised absence’. Penalty Notices can be issued to parents of children with 
unauthorised absence. Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each child.  

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, if a child of compulsory school age, who is a registered pupil at a school, fails to 
attend regularly at the school his/her parent(s) are guilty of an offence.  The Education Welfare Service may take formal action 
against you, as parent, for failure to comply with the law. Please note that penalty notices are issued as an alternative to 
prosecution, and may not be issued if prosecution is considered to be a more appropriate response to your child’s irregular 
attendance. Therefore, your child’s irregular attendance (which includes unauthorised absences from school) could result in 
one of the following: 

1. A Penalty Notice. The penalty is £60 per parent, per child, payable within 21 days, rising to £120 per parent, per child if               
paid between 22 and 28 days. (Failure to pay may result in prosecution for the offence of failing to ensure their child ’s 
regular attendance at school.  

2. Prosecution which could lead to fines up to £2500 and /or 3 months imprisonment. 

The application must be made in advance using the Leave of Absence form, which can be found in the reception foyer. Please 
return this form to the school office no less than 10 school days before the absence is due to start.   
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Sarah's Top Tip  

This week’s top tip is  Save energy whilst cooking  

If you are boiling something on the hob, for example pasta, if you put the lid on 

once boiling, then turn off the hob, food will continue to cook for the next ten 

minutes.  Even Heston Blumenthal claims this is the way to get the best boiled 

eggs!  How to boil an Egg 

Also this week, Lower energy costs 

 Keeping doors closed between rooms and only heating the rooms you spend time in will really help. For example, 

turning the radiator off in the hallway.  

 Making sure the curtains are not hanging in front of the radiators will keep the heat in your home instead of going out 

of the window. 

 Do full laundry loads - Half-load settings save very little energy, so a full load is much more energy efficient. Do fewer 

(but fuller) – wash loads instead. 

 Use your microwave more - You’ll save energy because it’s quicker than using the oven or stove. It’s worth considering a 

slow cooker too, as they’re one of the most energy-efficient kitchen appliances. 

 

Please do feel free to get in contact if you would like to speak with me about the above - Sarah Webb - Family Support Worker. 

If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can 

share them with the school community.  Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know. 

Year 6 Hoodies 

We are still waiting for the full order to be delivered. The hoodies will be given out as soon as they are received. 

School Photos 

Proofs of today’s school photos will be emailed out to parents within the next two weeks, along with information on how to 

place an order. 

Employment Opportunities at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

We currently have opportunities for Academic Mentors, Learning Support Assistants and a vacancy for a part time Early Years 

Practitioner. Please visit the school website for further details. 

We also have vacancies in Space Cadets, our After School Club. Please refer the our adverts on pages 4 and 5, or visit our 

school website for a link to our eteach page.  www.abhps.com/vacancies 

 

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check is required for these positions. 

We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including, ethnicity, 

gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion. 

Sports Day 

Sports day will take place on the following dates and times:  

Monday 4th July:      Reception - 09:30 

                                     Years 1 and 2 - 14:00 

 Friday 8th July:         Years 3 and 4 - 09:30 

                                     Years 5 and 6 - 14:00 

https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/nov/11/how-to-boil-an-egg-the-heston-blumenthal-way
mailto:airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk
http://www.abhps.com/vacancies
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