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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

Following on from the FAB (Friends of Air Balloon) meeting this term, we have agreed some fundraising events and causes. This means that whenever FAB runs an event – such as the Winter or
Summer Fair – parents and carers will know what their contributions will be going towards.
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This year we have a few causes that we will be working with FAB to raise money for. These
include:

•

New wet playtime games for all children

•

Redeveloping the area in the middle playground that used to be our ‘sensory garden’

Thinking more long-term, we would also like to work with FAB in raising money for a new
climbing frame/play area in the top playground and some playground shelter.
In these endeavours we will always use pupil voice to help us put in place things that the children
tell us will improve their time at Air Balloon. We will also share these plans in more detail with
you so that you can feel confident in how your support of FAB, in turn, supports the children.
The next fund-raising events for this term include our Autumn Discos (more information on this
below) and a non-uniform day on the last day of term (Friday 21st October). The money raised by
these events will go towards providing updated wet playtime equipment and games for the
children.
It is really great to be working with FAB on arranging events that will help us put in place things
for the children to enjoy during their time at school. Remember, if you would like to be a part of
the FAB team then you can contact Nicola Clift on friends@abhps.com for more details.
I hope you all enjoy your weekend,
Tim Browse

FAB News
Autumn discos will be taking place on Thursday 20th October. Tickets are £2.50 per pupil. Payment
should be made with the correct money in an envelope marked with your Child’s Name and Class, and
handed in to the school office. All tickets must be booked and paid for by Monday 17th October. Tickets
are limited so they will be provided on a first come first served basis. Please use the following link to book
your ticket: https://forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT
•

Reception - 3:30 - 4:15

•

Years 1 & 2 - 4:30 - 5:15

•

Years 3 & 4 - 5:30 - 6:15

•

Years 5 & 6 - 6:30 - 7:15

Save the date
•

Non-uniform day - Friday 21st October.

•

Bag2School collection - Thursday 3rd November

•

Bingo Night - Friday 18th November.

More details to follow soon.
I am sorry for mentioning the ‘C’ word in September but the school’s Christmas Fayre will be taking place on Saturday 26th
November. We are looking for stall holders to sell gifts, toys and handmade items. Cost of tables will be £15.00.
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Black History Month
October sees the start of the UK Black History Month. At Air Balloon we use this as an opportunity to kick-start our diversity
case-studies that link in with our school Inquiry Projects. Throughout October, our children will learn about an important figure
who has made a significant contribution in their field that links to what the children are learning at school. These are then
turned into displays in our halls for everyone to see.

Foodbank - Harvest Thanks
Thank you to everyone who donated items to the Foodbank as part of our Harvest Festival on Monday. The
volunteers at the Kingswood branch were so grateful for your generosity, particularly as their shelves were
looking pretty empty when we arrived. We collect donations for the Foodbank all year round so if you are
able to add any extra items to your trolley over the winter, please drop items off in the black box in the main
foyer and we will pass them onto the foodbank on one of our regular drop-offs.
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Flu Vaccines
The annual flu vaccination programme is scheduled to be carried out in school for all children (Years R - 6) on the
2nd November for children who have consent for the vaccination. To book your child’s flu vaccination please
click here.
Attendance
On Monday, Governors agreed our updated Attendance policy. This is based on a model policy from
Bristol City Council which is adopted by the schools across Bristol to ensure consistency in managing
school attendance. The new policy supports the latest government guidance on working together to improve school
attendance.
A copy of the policy is attached and can also be viewed or downloaded from our school website: Attendance-Policy-September
-2022.pdf (abhps.com)
Reception 2023
If you or anyone you know has a child due to start school next September, why not come along to one of our open events to
find out more about Reception. We have open events scheduled for: Tuesday 4th October 9.30am-10.30am; Tuesday 1st
November 2pm-3pm and Thursday 24th November 9.30am-10.30am. You can book a space by visiting our website or clicking
here: https://forms.office.com/r/vgK0rDP5hi
Special Menu
Next Thursday (6th October) we have a special lunch menu. Please see page 5 for full details. As a bonus, all
children having a school meal next Thursday have the chance to win one of a number of spot prizes during
lunchtime.
Secondary School Applications
Thank you to everyone who attended our Secondary School Information session on Monday. We
hope you found it useful. If you were unable to attend or if you have any questions about applying
for a secondary school place, please speak to Mrs King in the school office.
Remember... the deadline for applying is Monday 31st October 2022.
Coats and Raincoats
Please can we remind parents/carers that all children need to have a coat. The weather is changing and we
want to be able to get outside for break and lunch times but find this difficult if children do not have
appropriate clothing.
Sarah's Top Tips
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, a local organisation, United Response, are donating weekly
food boxes to the school. The boxes are available on Wednesdays. They contain home grown
fruit and vegetables along with dried and canned goods. If you would like one please feel free to
let a member of the office team or myself know and we will arrange a time for collection. (Please
bring a bag!).
Lets talk mental health - Studies suggest that everyone of us will be affected at some point in our lives by poor mental health.
With the cost of living continuing to climb, this is bound to be making many of us feel more stressed. Here are a few websites
that may be of help.
•

StepChange - StepChange also help with debts and benefits advice
For Anxiety, Depression, Mental Health and Debt. Please click here
Free help with your debts. Please click here

•

NHS - To get help with stress. Please click here

If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.
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Breakfast Club Bookings
Please remember that you need to book your Breakfast Club spaces at least 48 hours in advance if you want to
pay the reduced rate of £2.50 per session. Late bookings incur a 50p surcharge and on-the door the price is
£4.00. Bookings and payments are made using the Arbor App.
For After-School Club, bookings continue to be made directly with Stacey and payments made into your Space
Cadets Account in Arbor.

Pre-loved Uniform Sale
We will be holding a pre-loved uniform sale on Thursday 13th October at 3:30pm in the front playground
(weather permitting).

Free National Trust Ticket
The National Trust are offering a free autumn visit. For details of how to apply for a ticket and Terms and
Conditions, please follow this link https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/features/terms-and-conditions-for-theautumn-free-visit-offer
Message From Bristol with Love - Ukraine Appeal
We have now started a Christmas Appeal for Ukraine, a campaign designed to gather Christmas presents
for the children of Odessa region. They intend to send as presents, new toys and winter clothes (with
tags), sweets and chocolates and new puzzles. All gifts should be unwrapped for children of under 16
years old.
Deadline: 11 November 2022.
After checking and sorting, the presents will be packed and delivered by Volunteer Transporters across Europe, to the
Romanian border with Ukraine, from where they will be collected by their Ukrainian Partners, the Regional Authority of
Odessa Development Team.

Through all the generous support received by the Charity, they have so far delivered more than 4,000 boxes of aid (food,
medical supplies, toiletries), electrical generators, an ambulance, medical equipment, wheel chairs, mobility aids, and much
more. Please visit their website www.frombristolwithlove.org for a background of who they are, what they do and where the
aid goes.
If you are able to support this campaign and donate any of the following items, please hand them into the school office.
•

New Toys

•

Winter Clothes (with tags)

•

Sweets

•

Chocolates

•

New Puzzles

Job Vacancies at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website for our latest job opportunities, or visit
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,
ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.
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