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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

As part of our annual support of Black History Month, we have taken this time to launch our
diversity case-studies that form part of each child’s Inquiry Project. For every project we find out
about a person who has made a significant contribution to their field and helped make the world
a better and fairer place. Throughout the year we study people from a diverse range of
backgrounds and people whom the children may not have heard of. To tie-in with Black History
Month we have selected a range of black men and women whose life and work is an inspiration
to us all.

 A word from the
governors
 School Dinner Menu
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 The safeguarding team
 Reception 2023
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 Secondary School
Applications
 Sarah's Top Tips
 FAB News
 Breakfast Club
Bookings
And more

From the poet Benjamin Zephaniah and wildlife conservationist Dr Paula Kahumbu to botanists
Dr Tanisha Williams and George Washington Carver, these individuals have helped shape the
world we live in today and introduce the children to important work being done linked to the
world of their Inquiry Projects.
The children will be creating hall displays celebrating these individuals. I look forward to sharing
these with you once they have been created. Our diversity case-studies are just one of the ways
in which we are working hard to diversify our curriculum and ensure that the children learn about
a range of influential people who have helped shape the world we live in.
Enjoy your weekend,
Tim Browse

A word from the governors - Teresa Hill, Chair of The Education Committee
The Education Committee met for the first time last week. We are pleased to be able to report that the school is in a strong
position this year to be able to provide a high-quality education for all pupils. The staff have looked at what your children can
do and what they might need some help with and have already started to put the things that will make a difference in
place. There are plans to develop the additional clubs/activities which your children can join and it would be good to hear
when, we meet later in the year, that the number of pupils doing these is high.

School Dinner Menu
Week commencing Monday 10th October 2022
Unfortunately, one of the catering ovens in our school kitchen suffered a catastrophic failure this week and is now waiting to
be replaced. This means that Sarah, our Kitchen Manager, has amended our weekly menu from Monday 10th October to be
able to make full use of the remaining equipment while continuing to provide hot meals for the children. A copy of the
amended menu for the week is attached and will be available to view on our website.
We are not expecting the replacement oven to be with us for a few weeks, therefore, amended menus will be in place over
this period.
Please bear with us and we will let you know as soon as the situation resolves.
Music Lessons
We share the disappointment and frustration with those parents/carers who have arranged music lessons for children which
have not as yet started this term. We have shared our frustrations with the provider and have arranged for all lessons with
the exception of drums to be suspended for Terms 1 & 2 due to there now being not enough remaining weeks to complete the
course of lessons. Refunds are available if requested.
We hope to be in a position to offer lessons again from Term 3 and will update you with further information in due course.
Thank you for your understanding.
1

Safeguarding update
The safeguarding team
Mrs Knight is our school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL). She is supported by the school’s Safeguarding Team. Please
see the table below for further details about the team. If you have a safeguarding concern that you wish to discuss with Mrs
Knight or the Safeguarding Team, please contact them via the office or through our new safeguarding team email address:
safeguarding@abhps.com.
Please note, this email address should only be used to contact school if you have a safegaurding concern regarding your own
family or others in our school community. If you have any queries regarding your child’s wellbeing or learning, please continue
to contact their class teacher by speaking to them in the playground or emailing via the school office.

Mrs Knight

Mr Browse

Mrs Hennessy

Mrs Webb

Miss James

Assistant Headteacher
(Pastoral and Safeguarding)

Headteacher

Assistant Headteacher
(Inclusion)

Family Support Worker

Children’s Support
Worker

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Mental Health Lead

Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead

SENDCo Designated
Teacher for Children in
Care

Parenting support /
advice and family
welfare

Support for pupils’
emotional wellbeing
and mental health

Future communications and guidance
The Safeguarding Team are interested to find out what our families would find helpful in terms of safeguarding advice and
guidance either through the newsletter or at face-to-face events. This could be about any area of safeguarding, such as online
safety, domestic abuse, cybercrime, mental health or bullying. We have created an online form which you can access here:
https://forms.office.com/r/jC8qQZedQe

Are you looking for a new job opportunity to fit in around the school day?
We currently have vacancies in our After School Club and School Kitchen. Please refer to our job adverts at the end of this
newsletter or via the link below
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
or enquire at the office for further details and/or an application pack.
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,
ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.

Reception 2023
If you or anyone you know has a child due to start school next September, why not come along to one of our open events to
find out more about Reception. We have open events scheduled for: Tuesday 1st November 2pm-3pm and Thursday 24th
November 9.30am-10.30am. You can book a space by visiting our website or clicking here: https://forms.office.com/r/
vgK0rDP5hi
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Flu Vaccines

The annual flu vaccination programme is scheduled to be carried out in school for all children (Years R - 6) on
the 2nd November for children who have consent for the vaccination. To book your child’s flu vaccination
please click here.

Secondary School Applications
Remember... the deadline for applying for a secondary school place is Monday 31st October 2022.
If you have any questions or need any help completing your application, please speak to Mrs King in
the school office.

Sarah's Top Tips
If you would like support in searching or applying for a job or for interview skills and confidence
building, the Wellspring Settlement offer a job club called Boost that is held every Friday at 9:00am
until 12:00pm. They can also give advice on Housing through an organisation called CHAS. CHAS is
there every other week so it is worth checking first if this is the service you need. For more
information please click here
The Skills Network - If you would like to do some online training and gain a nationally recognised
qualification for free (at NVQ level two. Three is paid for) this organisation may be able to help. For more
information, please click here
City of Bristol College are offering free courses under the National Skills Fund. The courses are free to
anyone aged 19+ in England who is unemployed, or earning under the National Living Wage annually
(£18,525), regardless of what qualifications they already have. For more information, please click here
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.

FAB News
Reminder that Autumn discos will be taking place on Thursday 20th October. Tickets are £2.50 per pupil.
Payment should be made with the correct money in an envelope marked with your Child’s Name and
Class, and handed in to the school office. All tickets must be booked and paid for by Monday 17th
October. Tickets are limited so they will be provided on a first come first served basis. Please use the
following link to book your ticket:
https://forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT


Reception - 3:30 - 4:15



Years 1 & 2 - 4:30 - 5:15



Years 3 & 4 - 5:30 - 6:15



Years 5 & 6 - 6:30 - 7:15

Save the date


Non-uniform day - Friday 21st October.



Bag2School collection - Thursday 3rd November



Bingo Night - Friday 18th November.

More details to follow soon.
The Christmas Fayre will be taking place on Saturday 26th November. We are looking for stall holders to sell gifts, toys and
handmade items. Cost of tables will be £15.00.
If you, or anyone you know are interested, please contact us at friends@abhps.com
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Breakfast Club Bookings

Please remember that you need to book your Breakfast Club spaces at least 48 hours in advance if you want to
pay the reduced rate of £2.50 per session. Late bookings incur a 50p surcharge and on-the door the price is
£4.00. Bookings and payments are made using the Arbor App.
For After-School Club, bookings continue to be made directly with Stacey and payments made into your Space
Cadets Account in Arbor.

Pre-loved Uniform Sale
We will be holding a pre-loved uniform sale on Thursday 13th October at 3:30pm in the front playground
(weather permitting).

Message From Bristol with Love - Ukraine Appeal
We have now started a Christmas Appeal for Ukraine, a campaign designed to gather Christmas presents
for the children of Odessa region. They intend to send as presents, new toys and winter clothes (with
tags), sweets and chocolates and new puzzles. All gifts should be unwrapped for children of under 16
years old.
Deadline: 11 November 2022.
After checking and sorting, the presents will be packed and delivered by Volunteer Transporters across Europe, to the
Romanian border with Ukraine, from where they will be collected by their Ukrainian Partners, the Regional Authority of
Odessa Development Team.
Through all the generous support received by the Charity, they have so far delivered more than 4,000 boxes of aid (food,
medical supplies, toiletries), electrical generators, an ambulance, medical equipment, wheel chairs, mobility aids, and much
more. Please visit their website www.frombristolwithlove.org for a background of who they are, what they do and where the
aid goes.
If you are able to support this campaign and donate any of the following items, please hand them into the school office.


New Toys



Winter Clothes (with tags)



Sweets



Chocolates



New Puzzles

Attendance
On Monday, Governors agreed our updated Attendance policy. This is based on a model policy from Bristol
City Council which is adopted by the schools across Bristol to ensure consistency in managing school
attendance. The new policy supports the latest government guidance on working together to improve school attendance.
A copy of the policy is attached and can also be viewed or downloaded from our school website: Attendance-Policy-September
-2022.pdf (abhps.com)

4

5

6

7

8

