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In this week’s newsletter:

A Word from the Governors

 A Word from the
Governors

We had the first finance committee meeting of the school year this Monday, with a lot to discuss.
As with every household, costs have risen at unprecedented speed and this is causing challenges
to the school's budget for the year. The two key increases are the unfunded proposed salary
increase for our hard-working staff and increasing energy prices.

 FAB News
 Christmas Jumper Sale

 Secondary School
Applications

Strong management of the school's finances over the years has given us a buffer to help manage
the resulting deficit, but we will be expected to look at every opportunity to cut costs while
minimising impacts on our children's education, as we cannot run a deficit indefinitely. We have
asked the school's leaders to provide options to the governing body, to enable us to agree
together on the least painful way to achieve this core duty of the governing body. We will of
course keep parents updated with any change that affects them or the children directly.

 Flu Vaccines

Dan Reed

 Message From Bristol
with Love - Ukraine

(Chair of Finance Committee)

 Sarah's Top Tips
 School Dinner Menu
 Reception 2023

FAB News
The Autumn discos will take place on Thursday 20th October. Tickets are £2.50 each and are being issued
on a first come, first served basis. Please follow the link to book your ticket. Please put the money in an
envelope clearly marked with your child's name and class and posted into the box at reception. Cut off for
ordering and paying for tickets is 3.30pm Monday 17th October. https://forms.office.com/r/g6uCcYsFcT
Reception - 3.30-4.15
Years 1&2 - 4.30-5.15
Years 3&4 - 5.30-6.15
Years 5&6 - 6.30-7.15
Fancy dressed is encouraged but NO MASKS are allowed.
To drop off your child for the disco, please queue at the door in the right-hand corner of the year 3&4 playground (The front
playground nearest the Library). When you collect your child at the end, we will let you in through the main entrance and then
back out through the side door. Children will be waiting in the hall at the end of the disco. Please collect your child promptly
at the times shown above.
For children in Reception, parents are invited to bring a change of clothes for their child and will be allowed into class at
3.15pm to help them get changed. Parents then need to bring their child to the front playground to enter the disco. Parents
are welcome to wait in the front yard (outside of the main office) during the disco but will not be allowed to stay in the hall.
We will have plenty of staff at the discos to help the children.
Bag2School
This is a really easy way to help us raise funds for the school. If you are having a clear out of clothes,
please put them in a binbag and bring them to school on the MORNING of THURSDAY 3rd
NOVEMBER and leave them under the shelter in the top playground (where ice-creams are sold).
Bag2 school collect the donations and give us a cheque in return. The more donations we have, the
more money we are given. Please DO NOT donate school uniform or household items like duvet
covers and towels as these are not accepted. School Uniform can be donated to the school for one of
their pre-loved uniform sales.
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Christmas Jumper Sale!

While clearing out your cupboards for Bag2School, please keep an eye out for any old or too small Christmas
jumpers, tops and dresses. All donations of Christmas items will be available to purchase at the Christmas Fayre so
come along and grab yourself a bargain! Christmas donations can be left in the labelled box in the main foyer.

Sarah's Top Tips
The government is supplying everyone with a total of £400 to help with the current cost of living
crisis. It is being delivered in five payments of £66 and one of £67. For pre payment customers I
have just been given the following information.
For people on older style meters, the following energy suppliers will be sending vouchers in the
post that must then be taken to a post office to be redeemed. You will need to take the letter with
the barcode on it as well as two forms of ID one of which will need to be a photo ID and one with your name and address on it.
If someone else is redeeming it for you, they will need two letters with your address on it.
The vouchers only last for three months. EON and British Gas will have already sent them out and they should have been with
you by the 11th October. If you have not received yours, please get in contact with your supplier. If you would like any support
with this, I am happy to help. You can text or ring me on my work mobile on 07469029470 or contact me through the office.
Eon - will also be sending letters to arrive by the middle of each month
Octopus- just says that customers will receive vouchers, still no info on how.
Good Energy - by email if they have your email or by post if not.
Scottish Power - by email if they have your email or by post if not.
SSE - by post within 11 working days of the start of the month
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.

School Dinner Menu
Week commencing Monday 17th October 2022
A reminder that one of the catering ovens in our school kitchen is still waiting to be replaced. This means that Sarah, our
Kitchen Manager, has amended our weekly menu for Monday 17th October to be able to make full use of the remaining
equipment while continuing to provide hot meals for the children. A copy of the amended menu for the week is attached and
will be available to view on our website.
Please bear with us and we will let you know as soon as the situation resolves.

Reception 2023
If you or anyone you know has a child due to start school next September, why not come along to one of our open events to
find out more about Reception. We have open events scheduled for: Tuesday 1st November 2pm-3pm and Thursday 24th
November 9.30am-10.30am. You can book a space by visiting our website or clicking here: https://forms.office.com/r/
vgK0rDP5hi
Secondary School Applications
Remember... the deadline for applying for a secondary school place is Monday 31st October 2022.

Flu Vaccines
The annual flu vaccination programme is scheduled to be carried out in school for all children (Years R - 6) on the
2nd November for children who have consent for the vaccination. To book your child’s flu vaccination please click
here.
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Message From Bristol with Love - Ukraine Appeal

We have now started a Christmas Appeal for Ukraine, a campaign designed to gather Christmas presents
for the children of Odessa region. They intend to send as presents, new toys and winter clothes (with
tags), sweets and chocolates and new puzzles. All gifts should be unwrapped for children of under 16
years old.
Deadline: 11 November 2022.
After checking and sorting, the presents will be packed and delivered by Volunteer Transporters across Europe, to the
Romanian border with Ukraine, from where they will be collected by their Ukrainian Partners, the Regional Authority of
Odessa Development Team.
Through all the generous support received by the Charity, they have so far delivered more than 4,000 boxes of aid (food,
medical supplies, toiletries), electrical generators, an ambulance, medical equipment, wheel chairs, mobility aids, and much
more. Please visit their website www.frombristolwithlove.org for a background of who they are, what they do and where the
aid goes.
If you are able to support this campaign and donate any of the following items, please hand them into the school office.


New Toys



Winter Clothes (with tags)



Sweets



Chocolates



New Puzzles

Are you looking for a new job opportunity to fit in around the school day?

We currently have vacancies in our After School Club and School Kitchen. Please refer to our job adverts at the end of this
newsletter or via the link below
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
or enquire at the office for further details and/or an application pack.
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,
ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.

Non-uniform Day - Friday 21st October
The children can come into school next Friday wearing their usual clothes instead of uniform (no fancy
dress). We are asking for a suggested donation of £1 to be handed in to the class teachers.
All money raised by the non-uniform day and the autumn discos is being used to purchase new wet play
supplies and to revitalise the sensory garden in the middle playground. Thank you for your continued support.

Parking
We have once again received complaints from our neighbours about inconsiderate parking, where parents and carers are
blocking driveways. This isn't just a problem on Hillside Road but also the surrounding streets, such as Bellevue Road, Bude
Avenue and Hillburn Road. If you drive to school, please park considerately.
Thank you for your support in keeping our children safe.
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