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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

As we end Term 1, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for all the hard work that has
gone into this term. It’s been a long and very busy term with lots going on. We’ve started a new
program of assemblies on Thursdays all related to one of our core values ‘Everyone Belongs’. As
part of this, we have read stories, explored what it means to belong to a community and the
children have created works of art containing messages that represent our school values. Some
of these have been included in this newsletter and it has been so lovely to see and hear the
children talk about how important it is for us all to work together so that everyone in our school
feels like they belong.
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We’ve also explored the lives and achievements of a diverse group of individuals as part of the
children’s Inquiry Projects and our work on Black History Month. Our hall displays are full of
pictures, information and thoughts about the significant contributions these individuals have
made to the world. Later on, you will be able to see some of these hall displays yourselves when
you attend parent evenings next term.
All of this, along with our reading, writing and maths lessons, our Inquiry Projects, our sports
coaches for Years 5 & 6 at lunchtime, a few class trips, our school discos (thanks FAB!), our parent
presentations and a non-uniform fundraiser, has meant that the children have had a really great
start to the year.
I think we have all earned a little rest so that we can return refreshed and ready to go in Term 2. I
hope you all enjoy your half term break.
Thank you,
Tim Browse

A word from the Governors
At this week's meeting of the full governing board we agreed this year's program for link governor visits. As part of their role,
all Governors are assigned to a link role that is either a statutory requirement or an area of focus in the school development
plan and meet regularly with the relevant school lead to offer both support and challenge, feeding back to the board on
developments, progress or challenges in these areas. In addition to our existing roles, this year we have added an additional
link role in relation to pupils’ mental health and well-being.
We were delighted to appoint 3 new co-opted governors who we will introduce to you in due course. They bring a variety of
valuable skills to the board from their employed roles in the wider community. We still have further co-opted Governor
vacancies and are particularly keen to receive applications from under-represented and minority groups who are not currently
parents of the school. If you have any friends or family who might be interested in becoming a school governor, please
encourage them to visit our Governor vacancy page at https://www.abhps.com/governor-vacancies/ or contact our clerk to
the clerk@abhps.com for more information.
I hope you all enjoy your half term,

Nikki Jackson
Chair of Governors
FAB Discos
We would like to thank FAB for organising the discos last night. All of the children had a fantastic time. We would also like to
thank Mr Jackson and Mr Mills for their DJ skills, Mr Murphy for all his help during the evening and to all the staff who stayed
to help. Thank you.
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Dates for your Diary



Flu Vaccinations - Wednesday 2nd November.



Parents’ Evening Year 1 - 6 - Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th November
(Titan class Wednesday 9th and Monday 14th).



FAB Bingo Night - Friday 18th November.



School Photographs - Thursday 24th November.



Christmas Fayre - Saturday 26th November

School Site in the mornings
Back in 2014, concerns were raised about the number of adults, younger siblings and pushchairs coming into the school
buildings and classrooms in the mornings. As the school site had recently increased its pupil capacity, our Health and Safety
committee and senior leadership team were concerned about the safety of the children with so many additional adults moving
about the site. The decision was made, in consultation with parents, to change our morning routines and ask children to line
up in the playgrounds in the mornings and come into the buildings with their teachers rather than have parents coming into
the classrooms.
Since then, we have encouraged parents and carers to speak to their child’s teacher in the mornings or afternoons, in the
playground, if they want to pass on any messages, or to email the school office (airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk) for this to
be passed onto the teachers.
These morning arrangements have worked really well over the years and continue to be the best way for us to keep our
children safe in the mornings. Recently, we have noticed some parents coming into the buildings to speak to staff in the
mornings so we wanted to take this opportunity to remind parents of our morning routines.
Children should line up with their teacher in their assigned playgrounds at 8.40am (KS2) or 8.45am (KS1) ready for the
teachers to take the children into class. Anyone arriving after 8.50am, needs to sign-in at the school office. If parents need to
speak to the class teacher and are unable to see them in the playground, please email the school office and we will ask the
teacher to contact you.
As there are no longer any Covid restrictions in place, parents are welcome to walk through the main building to access the
middle playground and new building, however, we ask that if you want to speak to the office staff, you queue up at the
external window so that children who are signing in late can be prioritised and signed-in at the front desk.

Spelling Bee
Congratulations to all of the children who took part in the Spelling Bees this term - whether that was in the
class heats or the finals. Our winners for this term are:
Year 3 - Winner - Freya in Titan
Runners up - Finbarr in Neptune, Louis in Jupiter
and Gwen in Saturn

Year 4 - Winner - Pete in Aquila
Runners up - Jai in Phoenix and Euan in Orion

Year 5 - Winner - Michael in Sirius
Runners up - Redley in Polaris, Diana in Vega
and Jack in Capella

Year 6 - Winner - William in Aurora
Runners up - Ollie in Meteor, Alice in Comet
and Elsa in Asteroid.

Donations required for Year 3
Year 3 are asking for donations of old clothes, fabrics or pillowcases for their Year 3 Inquiry Project as they are creating
identity quilts on 4th November. Please leave any donations at the school office. Thank you.
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FAB

FAB would like to thank you for supporting the discos last night. They were a big success.
Previously, it has been mentioned that FAB are hard to spot during school events. Following this
feedback, we now have new t-shirts. We wore them for the first-time last night and we definitely
stood out in the crowd. Hopefully you will be able to see us easily in the future. A big thank you to Arco
who did us a "FAB" deal on the cost of the printing.

Bingo night is back!
Friday 18th November. Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. Tickets are £2.50 per person, please follow
the link to book.
https://forms.office.com/r/sJfBySW7eH
To secure your place, please put YOUR name and £2.50 in an envelope and drop into the post box in reception.
This is an ADULT ONLY event.
Tickets for the games will be available to purchase on arrival, single game card - 50p, 6 tickets for the same
game - £2.50. There will be 5 games in total. CASH PRIZES!! The bar will be open and snacks will be available.
The deadline for ordering tickets is MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER. Payments will not be accepted after this date.

Bag2School
This is a really easy way to help us raise funds for the school. If you are having a clear out of clothes, please put
them in a binbag and bring them to school on the MORNING of THURSDAY 3rd NOVEMBER and leave them
under the shelter in the top playground (where ice-creams are sold).
Bag2 school collect the donations and give us a cheque in return. The more donations we have, the more
money we are given. Please DO NOT donate school uniform or household items like duvet covers and towels
as these are not accepted. School Uniform can be donated to the school for one of their pre-loved uniform
sales.

Wanted...
Can you help FAB with donations for the Christmas Fayre?

We are looking, specifically, for donations of:


chocolate (big, small, multi-packs, tubs, bags of chocolate coins etc),



bottles of wine (with screw-tops)



Stationery items (pens, pencils, small note books, colouring pens or pencils) that we can
use as prizes



Raffle Prizes (if you own a business or know someone who could donate something for our
raffle, please email FAB at friends@abhps.com)

All donations can be left in the marked box in the main foyer
Look out for details early next term about how you can help with the Fayre.

Christmas Jumper Sale!
While clearing out your cupboards for Bag2School, please keep an eye out for any old or too small Christmas
jumpers, tops and dresses. All donations of Christmas items will be available to purchase at the Christmas
Fayre so come along and grab yourself a bargain! Christmas donations can be left in the labelled box in the
main foyer.
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Sarah's Top Tips

Food choices
If you are in receipt of Healthy start vouchers Sainsburys are adding a £2 a week coupon. Please
click on the link for more information. https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/news/2022/10/
sainsburys-p2-top-up-coupon-healthy-start/
If you have an elderly relative or neighbour, Asda have launched a new initiative where the over
60's can have soup, a roll and unlimited tea and coffee for £1. This is during weekdays in November and December between
14:00 and 18:00. https://corporate.asda.com/newsroom/2022/10/06/asda-launches-1-cafe-meal-deal-for-over-60s-to-helpwith-cost-of-living
This is a guide to children's portion sizes and has some useful ideas for lunch boxes. https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/5-a
-day/portion-sizes/

As mentioned in previous newsletters, a local organisation, United Response, are donating weekly food boxes to the school.
The boxes are available on Wednesdays. They contain home grown fruit and vegetables along with dried and canned goods. If
you would like one please feel free to let a member of the office team or myself know and we will arrange a time for collection.
(Please bring a bag!).
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.

Secondary School Applications
Remember... the deadline for applying for a secondary school place is Monday 31st October 2022.

Flu Vaccines
The annual flu vaccination programme is scheduled to be carried out in school for all children (Years R - 6) on the
2nd November for children who have consent for the vaccination. To book your child’s flu vaccination please click
here.

Help for Households
To help with the cost of living crisis the government has launched a website to detail a range of support for
households. This is available from the link below:

Help for Households - Get government cost of living support

Inclusion Film for Families
Bristol City Council, The University of Bristol and Murmuration Community Therapy are working together to
create a film to promote inclusion and belonging for children and young people with SEND in Bristol’s primary
and secondary schools.
In order to inform the content of the film and help them to identify where the greatest need might be, they would like your
views on what great inclusive practice looks like. To do this they are asking you to complete this one question survey which
simply asks:
‘ Thinking about the experience of children and young people with SEND, what advice would you give to a new teacher about
nurturing a culture of belonging at school?’
The survey will be open until the 25th Nov. If you would like to contribute please visit https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
K2NXG5L
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Zebra Crossing Two Mile Hill Road

Some of our parents have raised concerns over the zebra crossing on Two Mile Hill Road. Drivers are speeding
across the zebra crossing and not stopping for pedestrians who have right of way. This is a very busy crossing
during school drop off/pick up times and they are concerned a child will get hurt.
They have raised the issue with the Council and are hoping that they will look into it if the location is pushed
further up the critical list. This can be done by registering issues and near misses using the following link:
https://fixmystreet.bristol.gov.uk/report/3868868
School Dinner Menu
Week commencing Monday 31st October 2022
A reminder that one of the catering ovens in our school kitchen is still waiting to be replaced. This means that Sarah, our
Kitchen Manager, has amended our weekly menu for Monday 31st October to be able to make full use of the remaining
equipment while continuing to provide hot meals for the children. A copy of the amended menu for the week is attached and
will be available to view on our website.
Please bear with us and we will let you know as soon as the situation resolves.

Safeguarding update – online safety
It can be difficult to navigate allowing your child to enjoy the use of technology, along with the
potential risks they may encounter online. Here are some tips which may help:


We advise that you check your child’s phone regularly to ensure that they are not accessing
inappropriate sites or apps and are engaging appropriately on any social media they may be accessing.



Talk to your child about what they are accessing online. Research shows that when this happens, children are less at
risk online. See further advice here: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online
-safety/



We encourage parents to ensure that pupils are accessing age appropriate apps and that child settings are activated.



It is natural to be worried if you find that your child has been exposed to safety concerns online. We would advise
carefully considering any confiscating of technology as this may also lead to your child trying to find ways around a ban
and doing so in secret. It may also deter them from sharing any worries with you in future as they may fear if they do
so, they will no longer have access to technology.



Familiarise yourself with the security settings on your child’s devices, including how to block certain web pages. For
more information about this, we recommend the following site: https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
smartphones-and-other-devices/



The NSPCC has a wealth of advice and different guides about online safety, including social media, security settings and
how to respond to incidents. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
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