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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

We spoke to the children about staying safe now that the nights are drawing in. This included
talking about ‘be safe, be seen’ which encourages everyone to wear some element of high-vis or
reflective clothing when walking in the dark. We also reminded children about making sure they
are walking safely on pavements and crossing any roads in a safe way.

 Parents’ Evening
 Flu Vaccination Catchup Clinics
 Could you foster?
 Dates for your Diary
 Reading at home
 Library Donations

Lots of children also talked about fireworks night with many children saying how excited they
were about attending a firework display on Saturday 5th November. We took this opportunity to
talk about firework safety and reminded children of the very important safety rules about being
near fireworks or using sparklers. A copy of the ‘firework code’ is attached with this newsletter
for everyone to read.

 Help for Households

I hope that you all enjoy your weekend and that, amidst any exciting firework
or bonfire night action, everyone stays safe.

 Reception Phonics
Meeting

Thank you,

 School Dinner Menu
 Bingo night
 Wanted
 Christmas Jumpers
 Thank you from FAB
 Job Vacancies
 Foodbank Appeal
 Sarah's Top Tips
 Ukraine Appeal
 Drinks in school

 Safeguarding update –
online safety
 Should I keep my child

Tim Browse
Parents’ Evening
We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers into school next week for parent
evenings. These meetings are opportunities for you to talk to your child’s teacher about how they
are settling into the year group and the progress they are making. Your child’s teacher may also
share with you your child’s next steps and what they are working hard on improving with regards
to their learning.
Children’s books will be available for parents and carers to look at before or after your meeting.
And please do take the time to look at some of the lovely displays that are in the school halls
which showcase our diversity case studies as part of the children’s Inquiry Projects.
We understand that some parents will be bringing children along to the parent evenings. This is,
of course, absolutely fine. We do ask that parents make sure that their children do not play on
any of the PE equipment for safety reasons whilst waiting for meetings to begin. We look forward
to seeing you next week.

Flu Vaccination Catch-up Clinics
Flu vaccination catch-up clinics are available for all who did not receive their vaccination at school. Please book
an appointment at https://imms.sirona-cic.org.uk/flu/2022/bookflu to book either nasal or injectable flu
vaccinations. If you have any queries please contact the Immunisation Team directly on 0300 124 5515 or
email sirona.sch-imms@nhs.net
Could you foster?
Would you like to find out how you can provide a family home to children in your area? Nexus Fostering is a well
-established and highly regarded fostering agency, based in Gloucester, who are urgently seeking full-time foster
carers willing to foster. The agency is rated Ofsted 'Outstanding' in all areas and place a high premium on the
quality of support and care that they provide to every one of the foster carers and, in turn, the children and
young people placed with them.
To find out more about becoming a foster carer in your area please call 0800 389 0143 or email foster@nexusfostering.co.uk.
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Dates for your Diary



Parents’ Evening Year 1 - 6 - Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th November
(Titan class Wednesday 9th and Monday 14th).



FAB Bingo Night - Friday 18th November.



School Photographs - Thursday 24th November.



Christmas Fayre - Saturday 26th November

Reading at home
Please encourage your child to read at least 3 times a week at home and to make a note of this in
their reading record or let the teacher know. Also don't hesitate to speak to your child's class
teacher if your child needs more books to read at home and/or to get some more ideas and
support to motivate your child with their reading.
Don’t forget to practise all of the different areas of learning within reading by re-reading books (or chapters/pages).
Each time you read you can practise a different skill.
1st Read: Word level reading – decoding.
2nd Read: Focus on the meaning of new words and what the text is all about
3rd Read: Focus on reading fluently and reading using their ‘story telling voice’
Not only is reading integral to children’s educational development but if your child reads a minimum of three times a week
they will be entered into a year group raffle to win a book token and their class will have a chance of winning new books for
their reading areas.

Thank you for your continued support!
Miss Giles - Reading Leader
Library Donations
The library welcomes any donations of unwanted books from home that are in good condition. We would love to
receive any titles - fiction or non fiction. In particular demand are Beast Quest Books, Tom Gates, Diary of a
Wimpy Kid and Jaqueline Wilson Books. If you have any of these titles that you don’t want please send them our
way.
Help for Households
To help with the cost of living crisis the government has launched a website to detail a range of support for
households. This is available from the link below:
Help for Households - Get government cost of living support

Reception Phonics Meeting
We are inviting all Reception parents to a Reading workshop on the 14th November at either 3:40pm or
5:30pm. Come along to find out how you can support your child at home using the techniques that we use in
school.

School Dinner Menu
Week commencing Monday 7th November 2022
A reminder that one of the catering ovens in our school kitchen is still waiting to be replaced. This means that Sarah, our
Kitchen Manager, has amended our weekly menu for Monday 7th November to be able to make full use of the remaining
equipment while continuing to provide hot meals for the children. A copy of the amended menu for the week is attached and
will be available to view on our website.
Thank you for your understanding and all being well, we will have a positive update for you at some point next week.
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Bingo night is back!

Friday 18th November. Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. Tickets are £2.50 per person, please
follow the link to book.
https://forms.office.com/r/sJfBySW7eH
To secure your place, please put YOUR name and £2.50 in an envelope and drop into the post box in reception.
This is an ADULT ONLY event.
Tickets for the games will be available to purchase on arrival, single game card - 50p, 6 tickets for the same
game - £2.50. There will be 5 games in total. CASH PRIZES!! The bar will be open and snacks will be available.
The deadline for ordering tickets is MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER. Payments will not be accepted after this date.
Wanted...

Can you help FAB with donations for the Christmas Fayre?
We are looking, specifically, for donations of:


chocolate (big, small, multi-packs, tubs, bags of chocolate coins etc),



bottles of wine (with screw-tops)



Stationery items (pens, pencils, small note books, colouring pens or pencils) that we can
use as prizes



Raffle Prizes (if you own a business or know someone who could donate something for
our raffle, please email FAB at friends@abhps.com)

All donations can be left in the marked box in the main foyer.
We need your help! FAB is made up of a very small group of volunteers. Running events like the Christmas Fayre is a huge
challenge for us. Last year, we didn't have enough support to run the fayre at all. If you would be able to help with setting up
or clearing away, or perhaps cover a stall for half an hour or all day, please email us. Any help is greatly appreciated. It gives
the volunteers the opportunity to have a break for food or even take their own children around the fayre. If you can support
us, please email friends@abhps.com. Thank you!

Christmas Jumpers
FAB are taking donations of unwanted Christmas jumpers to sell on at the Christmas Fayre. If you have any
jumpers you would like to donate, please leave them at the main reception.

Thank you
FAB have raised £1218.05 from disco tickets sales and a further £510.35 from the non-uniform day. The total of £1728.40 will
go towards buying new wet play supplies for the school and help revive the sensory garden in the middle playground.
A further £104 has been raised from the donations received from Bag2School.
Thank you to everyone who donated.

Job Vacancies at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website for our latest job opportunities, or visit

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,
ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.

3

Foodbank Appeal

At the beginning of Term 2, we start to think about how we can support our local foodbank in the run-up to Christmas. This
year, we will be asking for the usual donations of Christmas items during November (so that we can deliver the Christmas
items to the Foodbank by 2nd December):
Christmas Puddings (Alcohol Free if possible please)
Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce
Christmas Cake (Alcohol Free if possible please)
Gravy Granules
Tinned Potatoes
Tinned Vegetables
Tinned Chicken/Ham/Veggie Alternative
Savoury Crackers
Chocolates/Selection Boxes
Tinned Custard
Mince Pies
If any families are able to offer more support during December, we will be collecting donations as a 'Reverse Advent Calendar'
with items being collected throughout the month and brought into school either before 12th December or in January. The
idea of a Reverse Advent Calendar is that instead of getting a gift (or chocolate) every day in the countdown to Christmas,
families donate an item each day to the Foodbank.

If anyone would like to use the attached Reverse Advent Calendars for donations, these are the items the Foodbank would like
to collect - there are 2 examples - one is for items to collect in November for Christmas donation and the other is for
December to be donated in January (often a time when Foodbank stocks are at their lowest).
Please bring donations into the main foyer. If you would like a box to collect your Advent Calendar items in, please ask at the
school office.
We understand that the cost of living is hard for everyone at the moment, so if you can help, we are very grateful. If you can't
manage the whole Advent Calendar but can donate one or 2 items, it will still make a huge difference.
Thank you for your support.
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Sarah's Top Tips

If you have a child under the age of five years old and would like some support
within your home or within the wider community area, Homestart may be able to
help. They are a volunteer run organisation with working professionals
supervising. The volunteer a family is matched with goes to the parents house or
meets them in the community once a week for two hours. They can support with any aspect of
parenting, go to meetings and appointments with you or be a listening ear with a cup of tea. You can also volunteer with them
yourself and help support others. Volunteering is also a great way to get back into work. For more information click here

The weather is definitely getting colder now! But things aren't getting any cheaper. Local children's centres have
a food club available. For £3 a week and a £1 registration fee you can have a bag of food worth up to £15.

There is also a new clothes rail for children under ten years old.
I have a big pile of children's coats if anyone would like one, please either speak to myself or the office staff.
If you have any tips that you think other parents and carers would find helpful, please let us know about them and we can
share them with the school community. Email - airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk or let Sarah or the school office know.

Message From Bristol with Love - Ukraine Appeal
Reminder that the Deadline for donations is 11th November 2022 - Donations will be collected on that
day
The Christmas Appeal for Ukraine, a campaign designed to gather Christmas presents for the children of
Odessa region. They intend to send as presents, new toys and winter clothes (with tags), sweets and
chocolates and new puzzles. All gifts should be unwrapped for children of under 16 years old.
Deadline: 11 November 2022.
After checking and sorting, the presents will be packed and delivered by Volunteer Transporters across Europe, to the
Romanian border with Ukraine, from where they will be collected by their Ukrainian Partners, the Regional Authority of
Odessa Development Team.
Through all the generous support received by the Charity, they have so far delivered more than 4,000 boxes of aid (food,
medical supplies, toiletries), electrical generators, an ambulance, medical equipment, wheel chairs, mobility aids, and much
more. Please visit their website www.frombristolwithlove.org for a background of who they are, what they do and where the
aid goes.
If you are able to support this campaign and donate any of the following items, please hand them into the school office.


New Toys



Winter Clothes (with tags)



Sweets



Chocolates

Drinks in school

We always encourage children to bring a water bottle into school to help them stay hydrated throughout the day. It is
important however that children only bring water with them and not squash, juice or any kind of energy drink. We have
noticed that there is a great deal of excitement about a new drink called ‘Prime’. Despite its healthy lifestyle claims, influencer
credentials and attractive looking bottle, please be aware that children are not permitted to bring ‘Prime’ into school. We
would also advise children and parents not to pay over the odds for bottles of ‘Prime’ from shops or private sellers.
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Safeguarding update – online safety

It can be difficult to navigate allowing your child to enjoy the use of technology, along with the
potential risks they may encounter online. Here are some tips which may help:


We advise that you check your child’s phone regularly to ensure that they are not accessing
inappropriate sites or apps and are engaging appropriately on any social media they may be accessing.



Talk to your child about what they are accessing online. Research shows that when this happens, children are less at
risk online. See further advice here: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online
-safety/



We encourage parents to ensure that pupils are accessing age
appropriate apps and that child settings are activated.



It is natural to be worried if you find that your child has been
exposed to safety concerns online. We would advise carefully
considering any confiscating of technology as this may also lead to
your child trying to find ways around a ban and doing so in secret. It
may also deter them from sharing any worries with you in future as
they may fear if they do so, they will no longer have access to
technology.



Familiarise yourself with the security settings on your child’s
devices, including how to block certain web pages. For more
information about this, we recommend the following site: https://
www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-andother-devices/



The NSPCC has a wealth of advice and different guides about online
safety, including social media, security settings and how to respond
to incidents. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/
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