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In this week’s newsletter:

Hello,

 Message from Mr
Browse

It was great to see so many parents attend our parent evenings. Thank you for coming to talk to
our teachers about the progress your children are making. The teachers really value the time they
have to meet with you.

 Times Table
Rockstars England
Rocks Event

Next week, we will also be sending out a parent questionnaire to help us gather the views of
parents on the school so please look out for that next week.

 Christmas Tree

Enjoy your weekend and see you next week when we will be focusing on anti-bullying week.

 Stratos Galley

Tim Browse

 Reception Phonics
Meeting
 Safeguarding Update

Times Table Rockstars England Rocks Event

 Dates for your Diary

Air Balloon Hill Primary has enrolled on the Times Table
Rockstars England Rocks event! This is a nation-wide competition to
find England's most skilled Times Table Rockstars. The top 3 primary classes in
the country will each receive an Amazon gift card (1st place is £100!). The event will take place
from the 14th to 16th November. Children can earn points through any game on the website
(soundcheck, garage, Rock slam etc). To limit screen time, there is a limit of 60 minutes per day
per pupil.

 Message from Public
Health Bristol

 Job Vacancies at Air
Balloon Hill Primary
School
 Lost Property
 FAB - Christmas Fayre
 Bingo night is back!
 Sarah's Top Tips
 Foodbank Appeal

Last year we came 1st place out of all schools in the South West which is a huge achievement!
The points from each class are added up and divided by the number of pupils in the class who
play. The class with the highest average will be the winner.
Other winners include:
Top 3 classes in the school
Top 3 pupils in the school

Each KS2 class have been given an additional 20-minute ICT slot in Suite A on the
14th November to earn even more points. There will also be a photo booth area for children to
rock out looking like an 80s rock star! Look out for upcoming photos on our website.
Christmas Tree
Could you or anyone you know, donate or sponsor a real Christmas tree for the school? If you can help, please
speak to Mr Lea, our Site Manager, or leave your contact details at the school office.
Stratos Galley
Our new Autumn/Winter lunch menu starts on Monday 14th November. The new menu was sent home with
children yesterday.
A copy of the new menu can also be found on the school website www.abhps.com/school-meals/
Reception Phonics Meeting
We are inviting all Reception parents to a Reading workshop on the 14th November at either 2:40pm or
5:30pm. Come along to find out how you can support your child at home using the techniques that we use in
school.
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Safeguarding Update

Next week is Anti-Bullying Week, which is one of our
‘Safe, Kind and Respectful’ Weeks. The children will
be having a special assembly on Monday to introduce
this year’s theme, which is ‘Reach Out’. Our pupils
will be thinking about how they can reach out if they
are worried and how to reach out to others with
kindness.

On Monday 14th November, pupils are invited to wear odd socks for
the day. This is an opportunity to encourage pupils to express
themselves, celebrate their individuality and what makes us unique.

Over the week, pupils will be introduced to the school’s new pupil version of our anti-bullying policy. We have
attached the main policy with this newsletter (also available on our website). We will also be introducing our
new Playground Buddy programme. Pupils in years 4, 5 & 6 are invited to apply for the roles and teachers will
discuss this with their classes next week. These initiatives are part of the work we are carrying out with the
Anti-Bullying Alliance. Last year we achieved our bronze award and we would love to earn our silver award this
year. Some of our pupils will be carrying out surveys this term which will help us to measure the impact of the
work we have been doing on pupil wellbeing and feelings of safety at school.

If you would like to ‘reach out’ to school with any concerns about bullying, you
can do so by speaking to your child’s class teacher. Mrs Knight, our Assistant
Head for Pastoral and Safeguarding, oversees our anti-bullying work. You can
contact her via the school office if you are concerned that your child may be
being bullied. Pupils are encouraged to speak to a trusted adult or can use the
worry box to share a concern with the safeguarding team. Miss James, our
Children’s Support Worker, is also available to talk to children who have any
worries, including those about bullying.

If concerns are raised about unkind, disrespectful or unsafe behaviour, this is
investigated to determine if the behaviour is bullying, in line with the definition
in our policy (also see What is bullying?). When incidents of bullying have been
identified, several actions will occur. Support will be provided for the person
who was the target of bullying. The instigator of the bullying will be subject to
consequences/sanctions judged appropriate by the school including support so
that his/her behaviour changes. If the behaviour is not determined as bullying,
this is responded to using our school behaviour policy. Please contact Mrs
Knight if you have any further questions.
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Dates for your Diary



Odd socks day for anti-bullying week - Monday 14th November (See page 2 for details)



FAB Bingo Night - Friday 18th November



School Photographs - Thursday 24th November - More details next week



Christmas Fayre - Saturday 26th November - 11:00am - 2:00pm



Inset Day - Friday 2nd December



Stories around the Christmas tree - Tuesday 13th December at 6:00pm



Christmas Lunch - Thursday 15th December - Please note this is a change of date to the one that was previously
included on the school website (Children can wear Christmas jumpers on this day too). Menu coming soon, look out for
posters around the school.



Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 16th December
FAB are taking donations of unwanted Christmas jumpers to sell on at the Christmas Fayre. If you have any
jumpers you would like to donate, please leave them at the main reception.

Message from Public Health Bristol
Public Health have advised that there is
an increase in vomiting and diarrhoea
in the Bristol area and want to remind
you of the importance of hand hygiene.
Hand sanitisers are effective in killing
viruses that cause colds but are not
effective against vomiting, diarrhoea or
Norovirus.
They recommend using soap and water
to wash your hands before eating.

Job Vacancies at Air Balloon Hill Primary School
Please visit the vacancies section of the school website for our latest job opportunities, or visit
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff
and volunteers to share this commitment.
An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions.
We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,
ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion.

Lost Property
Harry in Discovery class has lost his Navy blue coat age 6-7. If found please hand into the school office to be
returned to the class.
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FAB - Christmas Fayre

The Air Balloon Christmas Fayre will be taking place on Saturday 26th November 11:00am 2.00pm. There will be stalls to buy gifts and crafts, along with games, food and drink, a raffle,
and you can even see Santa while you are there. (Pre-booked only). A lovely event for all of the
family to enjoy.
Tickets to visit Santa's Grotto will be on sale from 3.15pm in the main foyer from Monday
14th November. £2 per child, gift included. Slots are at set times throughout the fair. Numbers
are limited so come and get your tickets before it's too late.
Raffle tickets are also on sale from Monday 14th at the same location. Tickets are £1 each and we
have some great prizes up for grabs including:


Jump play pass



Family ticket for Wake the Tiger



2 tickets for a match day at Bristol Rovers



2 unlimited ride tickets for Weston Pier



Avon Valley tickets



A cut and blow dry



Head, back and neck massage plus many more.

The winners will be drawn after the fayre on Saturday 26th November.
Bingo night is back!
The deadline for ordering tickets has been extended to Thursday 17th November
Friday 18th November. Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 7.30pm. Tickets are £2.50 per person, please follow the link to book.
https://forms.office.com/r/sJfBySW7eH
To secure your place, please put YOUR name and £2.50 in an envelope and drop into the post box in reception.
This is an ADULT ONLY event.
Tickets for the games will be available to purchase on arrival, single game card - 50p, 6 tickets for the same game
- £2.50. There will be 5 games in total. CASH PRIZES!! The bar will be open and snacks will be available.

Sarah's Top Tips
The government is putting in place over the winter something called Warm Hubs. These will be
welcoming places where people can take their children for a hot drink and chat in a warm
environment. For more information please see Welcoming Spaces open their doors for Bristol
residents - The Bristol Mayor
If you are struggling to pay your energy bill, always speak to your supplier first. They may have grants available to help you. If
they cant help, Grants Available - British Gas Energy Trust may be able to. You can also phone them on this number 0121 348
7797.
In order for them to accept your application, you will need to be able to provide a plan of how you will pay your energy bill in
the future. They also recommend seeking advice from a Debt Advice centre first as this will help with your application. You can
get support for this from the following agencies


Citizens Advice Bristol - For more information Please click here



Boost - Wellspring Settlement. For more information please click here



Talking Money - Advice, support and Information. For more information please click here

There are courses running in Bristol now that cover the cost of living, here are a couple:


WEA Adult learning within reach - For more information please click here



CAP Money Course - For more information please click here
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Foodbank Appeal

At the beginning of Term 2, we start to think about how we can support our local foodbank in the run-up to Christmas. This
year, we will be asking for the usual donations of Christmas items during November (so that we can deliver the Christmas
items to the Foodbank by 2nd December):
Christmas Puddings (Alcohol Free if possible please)
Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce
Christmas Cake (Alcohol Free if possible please)
Gravy Granules
Tinned Potatoes
Tinned Vegetables
Tinned Chicken/Ham/Veggie Alternative
Savoury Crackers
Chocolates/Selection Boxes
Tinned Custard
Mince Pies
If any families are able to offer more support during December, we will be collecting donations as a 'Reverse Advent Calendar'
with items being collected throughout the month and brought into school either before 12th December or in January. The
idea of a Reverse Advent Calendar is that instead of getting a gift (or chocolate) every day in the countdown to Christmas,
families donate an item each day to the Foodbank.

If anyone would like to use the attached Reverse Advent Calendars for donations, these are the items the Foodbank would like
to collect - there are 2 examples - one is for items to collect in November for Christmas donation and the other is for
December to be donated in January (often a time when Foodbank stocks are at their lowest).
Please bring donations into the main foyer. If you would like a box to collect your Advent Calendar items in, please ask at the
school office.
We understand that the cost of living is hard for everyone at the moment, so if you can help, we are very grateful. If you can't
manage the whole Advent Calendar but can donate one or 2 items, it will still make a huge difference.
Thank you for your support.
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