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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 21 

23rd February 2024 

Part 1 - Key messages this week 
In this week’s newsletter: 

Part 1 

Key messages this week 

Part 2 

Messages from classes 

and year groups this week 

Part 3 

Relevant information 

shared in previous 

newsletters 

Year 6 - Secondary School Applications 

On Friday 1st March, Year 6 parents and carers will receive an email from School Admissions regarding their offer of 

secondary school places for September.  If you have any questions about your offer (including if you have not been 

offered your first preference or a school of your choice) or if you need any help or advice regarding the next steps 

(e.g. accepting the place, appealing or waiting lists), please contact the school office and Mrs King can help you. 

Year 6 Hoodies 

Please remember to order your Leavers’ Hoodies by Friday 1st March using the form below: 

https://forms.office.com/e/QeqNaXUHyZ  

Year 6 SATS - IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Children will need to be in school for the week commencing 13th May 2024 for their formal 

assessments. Please do not arrange for any planned absence during this time. 

Update from Governors. 

At last term’s full governing board meeting we were delighted to appoint Alice Wills as a Co-

opted Governor. Alice works as a science teacher and Assistant Headteacher for pastoral care in a 

large independent school in Bristol. We are pleased to expand the membership of our board with 

her knowledge and skills and offer her a warm welcome to the ABHPS community. 

The board formally received the recent OFSTED inspection report, available here. Governors 

believe the report accurately captures school life and what it is like to be part of the school 

community. It recognises what ABHPS does well and we were reassured to see things that 

we could do better, or that were comments of note in the Parentview questionnaire, already formed part of our existing 

annual school improvement plan.  The school should be very proud of this report and on behalf of the board I would like to 

thank everyone for their continued hard work in ensuring ABHPS is a ‘Good’ school.  

Governors also discussed concerns about road safety outside the school at delivery and collection times. Mr Browse updated 

the board on actions which had recently been taken and their impact. Following a parental suggestion regarding the 

SchoolStreets initiative, it was noted that we currently do not meet the Bristol application prerequisites. Whilst the safety of 

our pupils is always a priority, concerns were also discussed regarding the impact of such a scheme on neighbours and the 

local community and risks to the school staff required to erect and steward the physical barriers for the periods of road closure 

each school day. It was agreed as a next step, the school would continue its plans to engage with the local community police 

team and council, to see what options may be available to address the behaviours of the small minority of drivers who put 

others at risk and any ideas for alternative traffic calming measures. We would encourage all parents and cares to consider 

alternative ways of getting your children to school. However if driving is the only option, please think about the wider 

implications of your actions when driving and parking in the vicinity of the school, particularly at these busy times, and leave 

sufficient time to find safe and legal parking and take a short walk to school. Thank you.  

Nikki Jackson – Chair of Governors 

https://forms.office.com/e/QeqNaXUHyZ
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ABHPS-Ofsted-Final-Report-2023.pdf
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Parents' Evenings 

Parents’ Evenings will take place on Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th February. 

Appointment bookings are now available via Arbor.  For information on how to book an 

appointment, please see the guide here: Booking-a-Parents-Evening-Appointment-in-

Arbor-2023.pdf (abhps.com) 

Please note the following information regarding appointments for classes with 2 teachers: 

• Mars – Mrs Coles: 28th -  Miss Marshall: 29th  

• Discovery – Miss Cassell: 28th -  Mrs Stokes: 29th  

• Aquila – Miss Huish: 28th - Mrs Laird: 29th  

• Sirius – Mrs Barker: Tuesday 27th - Mrs Webber: 29th. 

• Asteroid – Miss Skuse: 28th -  Mrs Hillier: 29th 

All appointments are face to face and will be held in your child's classroom. Please arrive a few minutes before your 

appointment time to look through your child’s books. 

If you have any questions or difficulties in booking an appointment, please call the school office on 0117 903 0077. 

Key Dates for your Diary 

As we are now in the second half of the academic year, we wanted to share some key dates with 

you for the remaining terms: 

Term 4 

28th and 29th February – Year 3 trips to Bristol Museum 

28th and 29th February – Parents’ Evenings (see above for more information) 

1st March – Reception Pirate Day (Parents and carers are invited in at 2.50pm to watch the Pirate Songtime) 

6th March – Year 1 Trip to Aerospace Bristol 

7th March – World Book Day 

13th March – SEND Coffee Morning at 9am 

15th March – Comic Relief 

21st March – Year 2 Parents invited in for end of Inquiry Project workshops (Endeavour and Voyager at 9am, Discovery and 

Apollo at 1.45pm) 

28th March – Inset Day (School closed to pupils) 

29th March – 14th April – Easter Holidays 

Terms 5-6 

So far, these are the confirmed events for Terms 5 and 6: 

13th – 17th May – KS2 SATs 

14th June – Class and Year 6 Leavers Photos 

3rd July – Year 7 Transition Day for most Bristol schools 

8th July – Sports Day (Reception am, Years 1 and 2 pm) 

9th and 10th July – Year 6 Play performances (times to be confirmed) 

12th July – Sports Day (Years 3 and 4 am, Years 5 and 6 pm) 

15th – 19th July – Year 6 Camp and Activities Week 

22nd July – Year 6 Leavers’ Disco (7-8.30pm) 

23rd July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assemblies 9.30am and 10.15am (Parents invited but classes for each assembly are to be 

confirmed) 

23rd July – Last Day of Term 6. 

https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Booking-a-Parents-Evening-Appointment-in-Arbor-2023.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Booking-a-Parents-Evening-Appointment-in-Arbor-2023.pdf
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Parent Coffee Morning 

We're having a Parent Coffee morning on 13th March at 9:00am until 10:00am. All welcome! 

Our SENCO Lucy Hennessy and the School nurse will be available to answer any questions you may 

have as well as being able to provide information on relevant services to you and your family.  

Why not come along for a chat, a cup of coffee and a biscuit.  

Red Nose Day 2024 

Advance notice that we will be supporting Comic Relief on Red Nose Day (15th March 2024).  Red Noses 

will be on sale from the school office between 3pm and 3.45pm every day from Friday 1st March.  Noses 

cost £2 each as a minimum donation to Comic Relief.  We’ll share more details about our other 

fundraising activities in next weeks newsletter. 

Sarah’s Top Tips 

I've been having a clear out, as believe it or not, storage is a real issue here at Air Balloon! 

If you need a coat for your child please get in contact as I may have one.  

We also always have second hand uniform for sale, please ask at the school office or collect a green form 

from the foyer. 

Lost Property  

A child in year 6 has lost his Android watch. If found please return to the school office.  

Library News 

Exciting news as we get ready for our favourite day of the year! Counting down with 

2 WEEKS to GO! 

 

 

 

Book Tokens have been handed out this week, so please check your child’s book bag 

as the token is worth £1.00 

Use the token to buy a £1.00 book at your nearest Book Shop or large supermarket 

near you.  

Why not check out the World Book Day Website for lots of fun ideas on what to wear 

and activities. 

Spelling Bee - Term 4 

Here are the links for this terms Spelling Bee: 
 

Year 2 - https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y2-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf 
 

Year 3 -https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y3-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf 
 

Year 4 - https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y4-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf 
 

Year 5 -https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y5-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf 
 

Year 6 - https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y6-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf 

https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y2-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y3-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y4-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y5-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Y6-Spelling-Bee-T4.pdf
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Level 3 Early Years Practitioner 

 
We are looking to recruit a level 3 qualified practitioner working with children aged 3 and 4. 

We are looking for an experienced person with a good knowledge of the Early Years Foundation Stage to join our proactive, 
motivated, and passionate team. We provide children with a well-resourced indoor and outdoor learning environment.   

 

We are a busy and friendly Preschool and pride ourselves on providing level 3 qualified practitioners to give all children the 
best start on their learning journey. 

 

The sessions will be: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 08.45 to 15.15 

This will include a 30 minute paid lunch break to be taken alongside the children. 

You will need to be flexible to work when needed and attend after work meetings and updates. 

This is a term time only position 

 

A relevant level 3 qualification is required as recognised by Ofsted. 

 

Salary £11.44 per hour 

 

Starting Date: As soon as possible 

 

Interviews will be conducted on a continuous basis, upon receipt of suitable applications.  

 

For further information and an application pack please contact Liz Grimshaw, Preschool Leader via email 
hillsidep1@outlook.com or telephone 01179478371. 

 

In line with Hillside Preschool’s policy, any successful applicant is expected to provide satisfactory references and submit a 
DBS application. They are also expected to complete statutory training for example; Prevent, FGM, Child Protection, Safer 

Food Handling.  

 

Hillside Preschool is committed to promoting Equality and Diversity. 

 

Closing date for applications Thursday 29th February 2024. 

Hillside Preschool 
Hillside Preschool 

c/o Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road 

Bristol BS5 7PB 

Telephone Number 0117 9478371 Email hillsidep1@outlook.com 

Charity Number 1019979 

mailto:hillsidep1@outlook.com
mailto:hillsidep1@outlook.com
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Part 2 - Key messages from classes and year groups this week 

Reception are having their Pirate Day on Friday 1st March.  The children can come to school 

dressed up and parents are invited in at 2.50pm to listen to some songs in the classroom.   

Please find the confirmed date and times for our end of unit project. It would be great to have as many 

volunteers to help with our creation of a new London.  

Thursday 21st March 

• Endeavour and Voyager – 9am 

• Discovery and Apollo – 1.45pm 

As previously mentioned, please bring in three cardboard items to be recycled into their buildings by the end of today. 

As you know, Year 1 will be visiting Aerospace Bristol on 6th March. As all children in Year 1 are eligible 

for Universal Infant Free School Meals, the school kitchen can provide a packed lunch for your child to 

take on the trip. If you have not already done so, and would like your child to have a packed lunch from 

school, please complete this form before Monday 26th February to confirm if your child requires a 

school packed lunch: https://forms.office.com/e/8YQGmwsj5K School packed lunch will consist of a cheese sandwich, piece of 

fruit, carrot and cucumber sticks, cake/biscuit, bottle of water. 

If we do not receive your order for a school packed lunch by the end of the day on Monday, we will assume that you are 

providing a packed lunch from home. 

Part 3 - Key messages that you might have missed 

World Book Day Menu  

To celebrate World Book Day on the 7th March, we will be having another special menu – dishes all inspired by and 

celebrating Julia Donaldson.  See page 6 for details. 

Book Bags 

We have a limited number of book bags in stock if anyone needs to purchase one.  They cost £5.50 each and can be purchased 

from the school office (cash only). 

Term Dates           In-Set Dates 

Term 1: Friday 1 September 2023 to Friday 20 October 2023  Thursday 28th March 2024  

Term 2: Monday 30 October 2023 to Friday 15 December 2023 

Term 3: Tuesday 2 January 2024 to Friday 9 February 2024 

Term 4: Monday 19 February 2024 to Thursday 28 March 2024 

Term 5: Monday 15 April 2024 to Friday 24 May 2024  

Term 6: Monday 3 June 2024 to Tuesday 23 July 2024 

https://forms.office.com/e/8YQGmwsj5K
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Job Vacancies at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Please visit the vacancies section of the school website for our latest job opportunities, or visit  

                                           https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934 

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and ex-

pects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions. 

We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,  

ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion. 

https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
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