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Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Hillside Road, St George, Bristol, BS5 7PB 

0117 903 0077 

airballoonhillp@bristol-schools.uk 

Everyone can achieve 

Everyone can learn 

Everyone belongs 

Newsletter 23 

8th March 2024 

Part 1 - Key messages this week 
In this week’s newsletter: 

Part 1 

Key messages this week 

Part 2 

Messages from classes 

and year groups this week 

Part 3 

Relevant information 

shared in previous 

newsletters 

Red Nose Day 2024   

Remember next Friday is Comic Relief and Red Noses are on sale from the school office between 3pm 

and 3.45pm every day from now until 15th March (or earlier if we sell out).  Noses cost £2 each as a 

minimum donation to Comic Relief.    

Next Friday, we’re going Red with Blue Peter!  Blue Peter will be turning RED to celebrate Red Nose 

Day and they are asking us to go ‘red-to-toe’ too. So, dust off your ruby slippers, pop on your lobster suit or simply don some 

scarlet socks - how far you take it is up to you…  All children are invited to wear red on 15th March for a suggested donation of 

£1 for the Comic Relief charity (money to the teacher or school office).  Donations to Comic Relief can also be made via our 

JustGiving page: Comic Relief JustGiving page  

Rocksteady Music  

We have been delighted with the take-up of our Rocksteady 

Music Lessons – so much that we are hoping to add additional 

band sessions from the beginning of Term 5.  If your child 

would like to be added to the waiting list please click on the 

link below to find out how to sign-up:  Rocksteady Sign-up 

Letter   

Choral Choir  

On Thursday next week we will be welcoming Rev Pippa White from St Aidan’s along with some Choral Scholars to take 2 

assemblies with KS2 pupils to introduce a pop-up choir that will be running for 4 weeks at the beginning of Term 6.  The choir 

will be free and open to up-to 30 pupils who would like to experience singing choral music in a choir - sessions will be led by a 

professional choral conductor and take place on Wednesdays from 3.20 to 4.10pm.  You will be able to sign-up for this club via 

Arbor after the assemblies next week.  

Please note that spaces will be issued on a first-come, first-served basis and children have to commit to attending all 4 

sessions.  A small concert will be held for parents and carers at the end of the last session on 15th May.  

World Book Day 

Well done to our costume winners and thank you to Miss Giles and Ms McDonald for organising the day and 

book sale. We would also like to thank the Stratos Galley for the Julia Donaldson inspired special lunch. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnd24-air-balloon-hill-primary-school?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=rnd24-air-balloon-hill-primary-school&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=22056b4b1b3349eb9c0a20c08b82e4cf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Sign-up-letter-English-November-23.pdf
https://www.abhps.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Sign-up-letter-English-November-23.pdf
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Year 6 SATS - IMPORTANT REMINDER 

Children will need to be in school for the week commencing 13th May 2024 for their formal 

assessments. Please do not arrange for any planned absence during this time. 

Thank you 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to Claire, our parent allotment volunteer for the beautiful flowers at 

the front of the school. They are beautiful. 

Part 2 - Key messages from classes and year groups this week 

Year 5 Visit to John Cabot Academy - We have been offered the chance for our Year 5 children to watch 

the students of John Cabot Academy perform the stage show Hairspray on Tuesday 19th March 2024. We 

will be walking the children over to the Academy ready for the performance to start at 1pm. The 

performance will last approximately 1½ hours and we will escort the children back to school after the 

show in time for the end of school. As you have previously given consent for your child to go on walking trips in the local area 

(this is collected when they join the school), we do not need any further consent from you, however, if you do not wish for 

your child to attend this trip, please let their class teacher know as soon as possible and arrangements will be made for them 

to stay in school.  

Part 3 - Key messages that you might have missed 

Term Dates           In-Set Dates 

Term 1: Friday 1 September 2023 to Friday 20 October 2023  Thursday 28th March 2024  

Term 2: Monday 30 October 2023 to Friday 15 December 2023 

Term 3: Tuesday 2 January 2024 to Friday 9 February 2024 

Term 4: Monday 19 February 2024 to Thursday 28 March 2024 

Term 5: Monday 15 April 2024 to Friday 24 May 2024  

Term 6: Monday 3 June 2024 to Tuesday 23 July 2024 

 

School Closure – 2nd May  

As outlined in the letter from Mr Browse earlier this week, school will be closed on Thursday 2nd May as it is to be used as a 

polling station.   

We were informed of the decision to use Air Balloon as a polling station by Bristol City Council Electoral Services earlier this 

year. We have asked them to consider alternative sites but no other site in the local area matches their criteria. A risk 

assessment was also undertaken to see if it would be feasible to open parts of the school (including space cadets) but 

unfortunately this will not be possible. We are also unable to re-allocate any of the school’s inset days to the date of the local 

elections.   

All parents and carers will therefore need to find alternative childcare on Thursday 2nd May.   

The school will provide some home learning for children to complete and we will also provide a school packed lunch for 

children who receive free school meals. Details of this will be shared nearer the time.   

We apologise for the disruption this will cause to your child’s time at school and for any inconvenience it causes families.     
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FAB News  

Spring discos will take place on Wednesday 27th March. Tickets are £2.50 each and are being 

issued on a first come, first served basis.  Please follow the link below to book your ticket. Please 

put the money in an envelope clearly marked with your child's name, class and “DISCO” to the 

school office. Cut-off for ordering and paying for tickets is Friday 22nd March. No tickets will be 

sold after this date – if you have not pre-booked your ticket, your child will not be able to attend 

and will be turned-away at the door.  

https://forms.office.com/e/9tUFks51R6 

•  Reception -  3.30 - 4.15  

• Year 1 and 2 - 4.30 - 5.15  

•  Year 3 and 4 - 5.30 - 6.15  

• Years 5 and 6 - 6.30 - 7.30  

Entry to all of the discos will be via the door in the front playground (nearest the library window / lost property).  Parents are 

welcome to wait in the front yard (outside of the main office) during the discos but will not be allowed to stay in the hall. We 

will have plenty of staff at the discos to help the children.   

Collection from the discos at the end will be via the main entrance and into the hall, exiting the hall from the door in the top-

left corner. Children will be waiting in the hall at the end of each disco. In order to ease congestion in the hall at the end of the 

discos, we will ask parents to collect their child a year-group at a time – please wait at the main entrance until you are called in 

to collect.  

When queuing for the start of the discos, please line-up in the front playground and we will tick names off our lists in advance 

of the children heading into the discos so that there is no delay in them getting in as soon as it starts.  

The Year 5/6 Disco will also have a small tuck shop for children to buy additional snacks – children at this disco ONLY can bring 

£1 with them to spend.  

In addition, Wednesday 27th March will be a non-uniform day (with a suggested donation of £1 to FAB). This will also make it 

easier for the younger children attending the discos as they won’t need to change out of their uniforms before heading to the 

dance-floor!  

Job Vacancies at Air Balloon Hill Primary School 

Please visit the vacancies section of the school website for our latest job opportunities, or visit  

                                           https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934 

Air Balloon Hill Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and ex-

pects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check are required for these positions. 

We particularly welcome applications from underrepresented groups including,  

ethnicity, gender, transgender, age, disability, sexual orientation or religion. 

https://forms.office.com/e/9tUFks51R6
https://www.eteach.com/schools/air-balloon-hill-primary-school-24934
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Key Dates for your Diary 

As we are now in the second half of the academic year, we wanted to share some key dates with 

you for the remaining terms: 

Term 4 

13th March – SEND Coffee Morning at 9am 

15th March – Comic Relief 

21st March – Year 2 Parents invited in for end of Inquiry Project workshops (Endeavour and Voyager at 9am, Discovery and 

Apollo at 1.45pm) 

28th March – Inset Day (School closed to pupils) 

29th March – 14th April – Easter Holidays 

Terms 5-6 

So far, these are the confirmed events for Terms 5 and 6: 

2nd May - School closed for Polling Station 

13th – 17th May – KS2 SATs 

14th June – Class and Year 6 Leavers Photos 

3rd July – Year 7 Transition Day for most Bristol schools 

8th July – Sports Day (Reception am, Years 1 and 2 pm) 

9th and 10th July – Year 6 Play performances (times to be confirmed) 

12th July – Sports Day (Years 3 and 4 am, Years 5 and 6 pm) 

15th – 19th July – Year 6 Camp and Activities Week 

22nd July – Year 6 Leavers’ Disco (7-8.30pm) 

23rd July – Year 6 Leavers’ Assemblies 9.30am and 10.15am (Parents invited but classes for each assembly are to be 

confirmed) 

23rd July – Last Day of Term 6. 


